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The Senate met at 10:30 a.m., on the
expiration of the recess, and was called
to order by the Honorable MARTIN
HEINRICH, a Senator from the State of
New Mexico.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Father in Heaven, bless our Senators.
May they strive to act with integrity.
Guide them to listen to the voice of
conscience, seeking to please You with
their motives as well as their actions.
Lord, give them such ethical congru-
ence that their words will be validated
by laudable actions. Test their hearts
with Your unfailing love, empowering
them to become instruments of Your
peace. Mighty God, keep their feet on
solid ground.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 17, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable MARTIN HEINRICH, a

Senate

(Legislative day of Tuesday, March 16, 2021)

Senator from the State of New Mexico, to
perform the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. HEINRICH thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

PPP EXTENSION ACT OF 2021

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, in a
second, I will move the PPP bill to the
floor. I hope—and I ask our Republican
colleagues to cooperate—that we can
move this bipartisan PPP proposal
without delay. It passed the House
overwhelmingly. A vast majority of
Democrats and Republicans voted for
it. I hope we can move it quickly here
in the Senate as it expires on March 31,
and there are some changes that were
made in the ARP that people need time
to adapt to and implement. To allow a
lapse would not be the right thing to
do for so many of our small business
people across the country. So I am hop-
ing that our Republican colleagues will
move the bill with the same alacrity
with which it passed in the House with
an overwhelmingly bipartisan major-
ity. I think there were fewer than 10
votes against it.

———
MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 1799

Mr. SCHUMER. With that, Mr. Presi-
dent, I understand that there is a bill

at the desk, and I ask for its first read-
ing.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by
title for the first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 1799) to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act and the CARES Act to extend the
covered period for the paycheck protection
program, and for other purposes.

Mr. SCHUMER. I now ask for a sec-
ond reading, and in order to place the
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the
bill will receive its second reading on
the next legislative day.

——————

GEORGIA SHOOTINGS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now
let me proceed to my remarks.

First, on the terrible tragedy in
Georgia, the people of Atlanta, GA, and
the surrounding communities were just
shocked last night by a series of shoot-
ings that left eight people dead, six of
whom were of Asian descent.

The motivations behind this dev-
astating tragedy are still unknown, but
there is a legitimate concern that
these killings may have been racially
motivated. Over the past year, the
Asian-American community has faced
a rising tide of abuse and violence in
the wake of COVID-19, driven by igno-
rance, by misinformation, and by age-
old prejudices against the Asian-Amer-

ican community. Tragically, hate
crimes against Asian Americans have
skyrocketed.

There is bigotry in the land and far
too much of it. These dark forces have
always existed in America, but, re-
cently, they seem to have been un-
leashed. The sort of superego that puts
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these things down seems to have weak-
ened, and the id seems to have
strengthened.

We cannot lose for a moment our vig-
ilance against these forces of hate, in-
tolerance, bigotry, and discrimination.

I love the Asian American commu-
nity. They have done so much for
America. I see it in my borough of
Brooklyn, in my city and State of New
York, and throughout the country—
hard-working people, people who do so
much for our country at every level.
They are welcome here. That is Amer-
ica. Yet, bigots have increased hate
crimes and maybe even possibly led to
the deaths of these people.

So I hope that all Americans first
will realize that there is too much hate
in the land, that hate against one
group is hate against any group, and
we should all, Americans of every
background and race and creed, color,
and religion, gender, and sexual ori-
entation, band together against the
haters. It is so un-American.

E pluribus unum—out of many, one.
That is what America has always been.
That is what America must continue to
be, and our voices must speak out.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Mr. SCHUMER. Second, on nomina-
tions, the Senate is once again making
excellent progress this week con-
firming President Biden’s nominees.
We began the week by confirming a
history-making Cabinet member, Inte-
rior Secretary Haaland. Yesterday, we
confirmed Isabel Guzman as the SBA
Administrator. Today, we will confirm
another consequential administrative
appointment, the TU.S. Trade Rep-
resentative.

President Biden has named Katherine
Tai, the daughter of proud immigrants
from Taiwan, a veteran of the Office of
the Trade Representative under Presi-
dent Obama, and one of our country’s
most seasoned experts in international
trade. That—Ms. Tai—is what America
is all about.

We welcome her. We give her a great
position of authority because of her ex-
pertise. And maybe—you know, I will
leave it at that. It is a great contrast
to the tragedy I was talking about a
few minutes ago and the ascension of
another proud American of Asian an-
cestry here.

As U.S. Trade Representative, Ms.
Tai will play a crucial role in enforcing
existing trade deals and making sure
that American workers, businesses,
and researchers can compete on a level
playing field. She will be an essential
player in restoring America’s credi-
bility with our trading partners and
promoting international cooperation to
tackle some of the world’s biggest
problems, from the global pandemic to
climate change.

I have not a single doubt that Ms. Tai
is the right person for the job, and I
look forward to the Senate giving her a
well-deserved promotion later today.
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FOR THE PEOPLE ACT OF 2021

Mr. SCHUMER. Now on S. 1, democ-
racy reform, today Senate Democrats
are introducing the No. 1 bill of the
117th Congress, S. 1, to stand up to
voter suppression, end dark money in
politics, and reinvigorate American de-
mocracy in the 21st century.

Make no mistake, democracy reform
must be a top priority of this Congress,
and I will put S. 1, the For the People
Act, on the floor of the Senate.

For too long, we have let really im-
portant parts of our democracy wither.
Unlimited dark money flows into cam-
paigns. Special interests have way too
much influence in Washington. And
worst of all, there is a concerted, na-
tionwide effort to limit the right of
American citizens, particularly people
of color, to vote.

Throughout America’s history, we
have seen a continuous cycle of expan-
sions in our democracy being met all
too often by vehement backlash from
those who wish to maintain an exclu-
sionary status quo.

Earlier this year, we witnessed only
the latest example in the form of a vio-
lent insurrection right here in this
Chamber, right here in this Capitol, an
attack fueled by the insidious lies of
the former President aimed at over-
turning the results of a free and fair
election.

In the wake of the November elec-
tion, one of the safest and most secure
in American history, dozens of Repub-
lican-led State legislatures have seized
on the former President’s big lie and
introduced hundreds of bills aimed at
tightening voting rules under the nasty
guise—the nasty, malicious, and false
guise—of election integrity. These
bills, sadly, are aimed at Americans of
color—Black Americans, Latinos, Na-
tive Americans.

Despicable efforts to target these his-
torically disenfranchised communities
have become a central component of
the electoral strategy of one of Amer-
ica’s major political parties. Shame on
them. Shame. It is infuriating. Infuri-
ating. When you lose an election, you
are supposed to win over the people
you lost, not stop them from voting.
That is un-American, autocratic, and
against the fundamentals of our de-
mocracy, but this is happening in
States all across the country—all
across the country.

Maybe the most reprehensible effort
is underway in Georgia, where State
Republicans are trying to limit absen-
tee and mail-in voting, make it harder
to post a ballot by drop box, and dis-
allowing early voting on Sunday, a day
when many churchgoing African Amer-
icans participate in voter drives. Does
anyone on the other side of the aisle
think taking away Sunday voting in
Georgia is not bigoted? What is the ra-
tionale? Stop it, if you want to stand
for equality and justice.

Our country has supposedly come a
long way since African Americans in
the South were forced to guess the
number of jellybeans in a jar in order
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to vote. But some of these voter sup-
pression laws in Georgia and other Re-
publican States smack of Jim Crow in
the 21st century rearing its ugly head
once again.

These laws and their various cousins
in Republican State legislatures across
the country are collectively one of the
greatest threats to modern American
democracy. According to a recent re-
port in the Washington Post, these
laws could strain every available meth-
od of voting for tens of millions of
Americans, potentially amounting to
the most sweeping contraction of bal-
lot access in the United States since
the end of Reconstruction, when
Southern States curtailed the voting
rights of formerly enslaved Black men.

If one party believes ‘‘heads we win;
tails you cheated’’; if one political
party believes that when you lose an
election, the answer isn’t to win more
votes but, rather, to prevent the other
side from voting, then we have serious
and existential threats to our democ-
racy on our hands.

This is no political dispute. It goes
way beyond that to the core—the
core—of what America is all about.
That is why we need S. 1 so badly, a
bill that would combat all of these
voter suppression efforts by restoring
critical parts of the Voting Rights Act;
a bill that would make it easier, not
harder, to vote by automatically reg-
istering American voters when they
get a driver’s license; a bill that would
limit dark money and corruption in
our politics and much more.

There are a lot of problems in our
country—healthcare and climate
change and income inequality—but we
designed a democracy that would allow
competing interests in our country to
come together and agree on solutions.
If our democracy doesn’t work, we have
no hope of solving any of our other
problems.

S. 1 is going to be a top priority this
Congress. We will fight and fight and
fight to get this done legislatively.
Failure is not an option. Too darn
much is at stake.

————

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT OF
2021

Mr. SCHUMER. Now on the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan, I would like to con-
tinue shining a spotlight on different
aspects of ARP. The legislation helped
so many people and so much of the
country, it is easy to forget many cru-
cial parts of the bill. So later today, I
will be joining my dear friend Rep-
resentative VELAZQUEZ from New York
to talk about how the American Res-
cue Plan helps Puerto Rico, which is
too often an afterthought in Federal
legislation.

The American Rescue Plan will do
three historic things for the people of
Puerto Rico, American citizens all.

First, it will deliver Federal dollars
to the island’s earned income tax cred-
it for low-wage workers for the first
time ever.
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Second, it will expand eligibility for
residents to claim the child tax credit.
Prior to the ARP, only families with
three or more children in Puerto Rico
could claim the child tax credit. Why
those American citizens were treated
differently than all the others was be-
yond me and strikes me as nasty. But
now every family can.

Third, the ARP bill will add $1 bil-
lion—$1 billion—in food assistance.
Residents of American territories don’t
receive traditional food assistance pro-
grams like those in the United States,
such as the SNAP program, but instead
their governments receive block grants
that have been capped by the Federal
Government.

The American Rescue Plan makes
sure that Puerto Rico, which suffers
devastating rates of poverty, 43 per-
cent, and especially childhood pov-
erty—an unacceptable 57 percent of all
the children in Puerto Rico live in pov-
erty. So we want to make sure that
Puerto Rico receives its fair share of
Federal food assistance.

The American Rescue Plan may be
the greatest anti-poverty effort in a
generation, and we make sure that
Puerto Rico is part of it.

Now let me turn my attention to
schools. One of most enduring images
of the COVID-19 pandemic will be the
empty classroom. For 12 months,
teachers have done their level best to
keep their students engaged with re-
mote learning, but there have been in-
credible difficulties. Too many stu-
dents don’t have reliable internet. Too
many parents can’t be there to help
young kids log on and keep up with
their work. Simply put, there is no re-
placement for having kids in the class-
room. We need to get our schools to re-
open as quickly and as safely as pos-
sible.

Now, my Republican colleagues have
made a lot of noise about reopening our
schools, but they don’t want to dedi-
cate any resources to actually getting
it done. We need money to do this.
There are many more expenses under
COVID.

Through the American Rescue Plan,
Senate Democrats delivered the single
largest investment in American edu-
cation ever. We are proud of that.
Proud. Let me say it again. Through
the American Rescue Plan, Senate
Democrats delivered the single largest
investment in American education
ever—ever—3$170 billion to repair the
damage caused by this pandemic,
three-quarters of which will go directly
to K-12 education, prioritizing school
districts that need it the most. This
will help schools update ventilation,
hire more nurses and janitors, make
classroom sizes smaller, and make get-
ting kids to and from school safe.

In short, the American Rescue Plan
will greatly accelerate the safe and ef-
fective reopening of schools. Once kids
are back in the classroom, the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan will help make sure
they can stay there and succeed. After
what has been a lost year for too many
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students, this bill provides significant
support for learning recovery pro-
grams—afterschool programs, summer
school programs, and other resources
to help kids catch up and get back on
track.

Through the American Rescue Plan,
we have made a life-changing invest-
ment in our students. It is one of the
many ways this bill will help us re-
cover from the crisis and come back
stronger than ever before.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
ROSEN). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Mr. McCONNELL. Last week, our
Democratic colleagues had to resort to
a rare tactic to rescue the stalled nom-
ination of Xavier Becerra to run the
Department of Health and Human
Services.

The distinguishing feature of this
nominee’s resume is not his expertise
in health, medicine, or administration.
That part of the resume is very brief.
What stands out are Mr. Becerra’s com-
mitments to partisan warfare and his
far-left ideology.

He has supported the sweeping gov-
ernment takeover of healthcare they
call ‘“‘Medicare for All,”” which would
actually end Medicare as we know it
and would rip away families’ private
insurance plans.

As the administration’s policies con-
tinue to create a border crisis, Mr.
Becerra is someone who believes we
should not just have blanket amnesty,
but that entering the country illegally
should not even be a crime.

And even amid a global pandemic,
the most significant health-related ex-
perience on the nominee’s record is his
efforts to wield the 1legal system
against religious Sisters to make them
violate their faith and conscience.

Up to now, every person who has ever
been confirmed as Secretary of Health
and Human Services has either been fa-
vorably reported by the Finance Com-
mittee or discharged by unanimous
consent. There is ample reason why
this nominee would be a glaring excep-
tion.

I continue to urge a ‘“‘no’’ vote.

———

NOMINATION OF KATHERINE C.
TAI

Mr. McCCONNELL. Madam President,
fortunately, the Senate will first be
confirming a thoroughly qualified
nominee to be the new administra-
tion’s top trade official.

Katherine Tai is just the Kkind of
qualified and mainstream person who
is positioned to serve President Biden
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and the country quite well. That is why
she received broad bipartisan support
from the Finance Committee and why
the vote to advance her nomination
yesterday was 98 to 0.

I look forward to working with Ms.
Tai to embrace trade and push back on
abusive practices from China and other
anticompetitive countries.

Trade is a huge strength of America.
It drives job creation and economic
growth. Just look at my home State,
for example. Exports support more
than 140,000 jobs in Kentucky. Hard-
working Kentuckians supply nearly 200
countries with everything from agri-
cultural goods to medicines, to aero-
space parts and motor vehicles.

In the last Congress, we modernized
our trade with our neighbors to the
north and south through the USMCA.
We gave Kentucky farmers, workers,
and consumers a long-awaited boost.

But our job creators still face unfair
barriers, including those targeting
American spirits. The Bluegrass is
proud to craft 95 percent of the world’s
bourbon, but, currently, tariffs put
Kentucky distillers at a disadvantage
in their largest export markets.

Ms. Tai should address these unfair
international headwinds facing Ken-
tuckians. I would encourage her to
focus on expanding markets and reduc-
ing barriers for products and services
from all 50 States.

Americans would welcome the
growth in opportunity and prosperity.
And, if you ask me, the whole world
could benefit from a little more Ken-
tucky bourbon.

——
CHINA

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
tomorrow, the Secretary of State and
the President’s National Security Ad-
visor will have their first face-to-face
meeting with Chinese officials. I am
glad our officials met with regional al-
lies like Japan and South Korea right
beforehand and have been in touch
with Australia and European allies as
well. It is essential that we and our
friends present a united front.

Now, the United States and the whole
world need the President’s team to de-
liver a strong message tomorrow.

During the campaign, President
Biden spoke dismissively about the
threat from China. But thus far, in of-
fice, his team has shown signs they un-
derstand  that Communist China
threatens America, our allies, and the
prevailing international system.

The world spent years presuming
that welcoming China into the inter-
national community would inevitably
cause its rulers to play by the rules.
Twenty years ago, President Clinton
said: ‘“‘[E]lconomic innovation and po-
litical empowerment . .. will inevi-
tably go hand in hand.” But since then,
rather than the rest of the world ex-
porting liberty and transparency into
China, Beijing has found more success
exporting authoritarianism and corrup-
tion beyond its borders.
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In Japan, on Tuesday, Secretary
Blinken called out the ‘‘coercion and
aggression’ that China deploys at
home and abroad. He said this adminis-
tration will push back on Beijing. That
clear-eyed talk is certainly welcome,
but it is just the first step.

Walking the walk will mean actually
responding in tough ways to espionage
and cyber attacks, to violations of
human rights, to military bullying, to
stealing intellectual property and
cheating on trade. If the administra-
tion is up to the task, they will find
strong partners in this Republican con-
ference.

Here is one big test: Are they willing
to keep investing in our own defense?

Our financial commitment to defend-
ing America is our most important pol-
icy lever in this competition with
China. Our allies and adversaries do
not heed American Presidents because
they are charming or good-looking.
The world has respected America for
our overwhelming military and eco-
nomic superiority. When that edge
erodes, we invite trouble.

As a share of our economy, American
defense spending has fallen signifi-
cantly, not just from Cold War-era
heights but even just recently. Mean-
while, China used its growing pros-
perity to modernize its military, de-
velop new and longer range weapons to
hold U.S. forces at risk from further
away, and turn a particular eye to-
wards space and cyber space.

Defense spending is about protecting
our homeland. It is about projecting
power. It is about preserving global in-
fluence, supporting our allies. It is
really a barometer of our national will.

It is also about innovation and the
future. Many life-changing innovations
throughout our economy were first
rooted in military R&D.

Unfortunately, reports suggest the
Biden administration may plan to
freeze defense spending. Of course, that
means a reduction, after inflation. Doz-
ens of Democrats are pressuring the ad-
ministration for even steeper cuts than
that. If the administration is serious
about competing with China, deterring
Russia, and preserving American lead-
ership, the most important test will be
in the President’s budget submission.

Some of our Senate Democratic col-
leagues have expressed interest in
crafting bipartisan legislation related
to China. If any issue is ripe for a reg-
ular-order, bipartisan process, it would
be that one.

Defense spending is the crucial first
step, but there are a whole variety of
subjects concerning our competition
with China that could benefit from a
serious look.

There is bipartisan support for im-
proving security reviews of foreign in-
vestment and protecting against forced
technology transfer, for cracking down
on Chinese espionage and political in-
fluence campaigns, for supporting the
people of Hong Kong, and human
rights, and deterring aggression
against Taiwan. There is bipartisan
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support for fostering specific industries
of national-security importance, such
as semiconductors, and for broadly
strengthening American R&D.

There is an opportunity for fruitful
discussion here. Certainly, this is an
area where bipartisanship will be espe-
cially crucial, so strategies don’t
change schizophrenically with every
election. As one of our Democratic col-
leagues said in a hearing yesterday,
“the U.S. will not out-compete China

with short-term legislation and
never-ending uncertainty.”

That is another great argument for
not trashing the legislative filibuster.
Imagine if every action the Senate
takes with national security implica-
tions were constantly subject to being
wiped clean. While China plans years
and decades at a time, our Federal leg-
islation would be reduced to a shelf life
of a couple years.

These issues need to be addressed
thoughtfully and deliberately. Identi-
fying critical technologies and the best
ways to promote and protect advance-
ments needs to be a smart, fact-based
process, not a political guessing game
or throwing cash at industries with the
right connections.

Our work on this front should
strengthen our ties with our allies and
partners, not try in vain to simply go
it alone.

And the Democratic majority must
resist the temptation to pile a long list
of unrelated policy wishes into a big
package and try to label it ‘‘China pol-
icy.” It would be quite a remarkable
coincidence if our Democratic col-
leagues’ vision for a so-called China
bill ends up being indistinguishable
from a list of things that just happen
to delight liberal interest groups.

Getting America on a stronger foot-
ing will not require some sweeping far-
left transformation of our economy. It
will mean continuing to complement
the principles and ideas that are our
greatest strengths, and it will mean
working on these issues the right way,
across the aisle.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Katherine C. Tai, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be United States
Trade Representative, with the rank of
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.
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TRIBUTE TO ERIC FELDMAN

Mr. PETERS. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute to an extraor-
dinary public servant and Michigander,
Eric Feldman.

Since my first days serving in the
U.S. House of Representatives more
than 12 years ago, Eric has served as
my chief of staff. I still vividly remem-
ber him coming to my home just a cou-
ple of weeks after my election to inter-
view for the chief of staff position.

I was immediately impressed by his
extensive knowledge of American poli-
tics and his passion to serve the people
of the State of Michigan.

But to fully know Eric is to know his
family’s story and how it shaped the
man he is. All four of his grandparents
survived the Holocaust. His maternal
grandmother was imprisoned in Ausch-
witz and Bergen-Belsen, among others.
His maternal grandfather was in a
forced labor camp in Plaszow. His
grandparents met and married in the
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp.
They were liberated from there and re-
mained after it was converted to a dis-
placed persons camp following World
War II. That camp is where Eric’s
mother was born.

His grandparents and mother immi-
grated in 1949 to Detroit, where his
grandfather worked as a janitor at
Ford Motor Company during the day
and worked as a tailor at night. His
mother won a full scholarship to the
University of Michigan from Ford
Motor Company as part of a program
for employees.

Eric’s paternal grandparents fled Po-
land on the eve of the Nazi German in-
vasion. They survived the war as slave
laborers in Siberia, where Eric’s father
was born. Following the war, they im-
migrated to Israel before settling in
Detroit. Eric’s father went to Wayne
State University, thanks to the GI bill,
after serving honorably in the U.S. Air
Force.

After immigrating to Detroit, Eric’s
family worked hard, and they were able
to achieve the American dream. There
is no question that their life experience
and their journey instilled in Eric a
sense of service and devotion to coun-
try.

As a freshman Member of Congress, 1
was fortunate to have Eric on my
team. He brought with him extensive
political and policy experience, having
worked for Congresswoman NITA
LOwWEY, Leader NANCY PELOSI, and
Rahm Emanuel. He built on that expe-
rience, leading our office with steady,
unwavering leadership, brilliant vision,
and wise counsel.

Through four reelections—including
my election to the Senate and reelec-
tion last year—and many crises im-
pacting Michigan and our country, I
entrusted Eric to help ensure that we
were able to come together, solve
tough problems, and ultimately deliver
results. He never flinched. I could al-
ways count on Eric to work with our
team to develop creative ideas to tack-
le challenges or empower staff to make
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sure that we were on the leading edge
of issues critical to Michigan.

He has guided my office through
countless high-profile events and cri-
ses: the great recession and auto crisis,
the Flint water crisis, several govern-
ment shutdowns, the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the January 6 attack on the
U.S. Capitol, and two impeachment
trials. Through it all, Eric has provided
stability and focus—a focus on working
in a bipartisan manner to pass impor-
tant legislation and to make progress
for Michigan and for our entire coun-
try.

Last week, I was humbled to be rec-
ognized by the Center for Effective
Lawmaking as the most effective Sen-
ator in the 116th Congress. Recognition
of this sort does not happen without
having an incredible team. Eric played
a critical role in helping me enact 10
bills into law—the most of any Senator
from either party over the last 2 years.

And I know that Eric will tell you,
without a doubt, that there is no “I” in
team. As a leader, Eric has focused on
hiring talented staff, both in DC and
across Michigan, staff that humbly,
selflessly, and effectively serve the
people of Michigan each and every day.
With Eric’s laser focus on what is best
for Michigan, together with our team,
we have secured record funding to pro-
tect the Great Lakes, worked to in-
crease security at our Nation’s borders,
expanded apprenticeships and skills
training, saved taxpayer dollars, and
made the Federal Government more ef-
ficient, all the while standing up for
Michigan workers, including those
working in our auto industry.

Eric is always on the leading edge,
and he has distinguished himself
through his work with Michigan’s auto
manufacturers and automotive stake-
holders. In particular, Eric has helped
drive policy efforts focused on innova-
tion and emerging technologies so that
in the near future, self-driving vehicles
will not only be safely deployed and
save thousands of lives on our high-
ways but also be developed and built in
Michigan and in the United States, cre-
ating good-paying jobs for the next
generation of workers.

At every step of the way, through all
of his hard work, Eric has carried him-
self with his characteristic enthusiasm
and passion. It is only fitting, as an
alum of the University of Michigan and
a fervent—very fervent—Wolverine fan,
he has, and I quote, an ‘‘enthusiasm
unknown to mankind.”” Whether it is
policy, politics, casework, or an issue
important to constituents, there is no
doubt that Eric approaches it with
keen interest and with high energy and
that he will think through every single
possible angle.

But Eric has been much more than
just a chief aide. Colleen and I feel in-
credibly fortunate not only for all that
Eric has done to lead my office and de-
liver for the people of Michigan; we
count on him as a confidant and a dear
friend.

Eric, you will be missed dearly as
you depart for your next endeavor in
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the private sector. But I am grateful
for what you have built, and I know
that it will endure—a culture of team-
work, hard work, productivity, and a
commitment to what is best for
Michiganders.

Eric, Colleen and I know that you
have devoted countless hours to a job
that you love while balancing the two
most important roles in your life:
being a loving husband and a father. I
have been proud to watch you celebrate
many of life’s milestones over the
years, including the birth of your two
beloved sons, and I will certainly never
forget your eldest son Avi’s birthday
on November 4, 2014, the day
Michiganders elected me to the U.S.
Senate.

Eric, Colleen and I wish you much
success, and we hope you enjoy this
next chapter with Dena, Avi, and
Ethan. Know that Colleen and I will al-
ways be thankful beyond measure for
your service and for your leadership
and that you will forever be part of
Team PETERS.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be able to
complete my remarks before the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. THUNE Dper-
taining to the introduction of S. 797 are
printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”)

Mr. THUNE. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to complete my
remarks before the vote is called.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. MURRAY. And for the informa-
tion of the Senators, I will speak for
about 7 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thank
you.

GEORGIA SHOOTING

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
would like to start by taking a mo-
ment to address the awful violence we
saw in Georgia yesterday.

Everyone, especially elected officials,
needs to not just speak out but to act
against this deadly display of hate.

To the victims and their families and
to the Asian-American and Pacific-Is-
lander community in Washington State
and nationwide, my heart is with you
not just today but going forward. I will
continue sending a strong message that
hate against you must stop, and I will
keep working to ensure your safety in
light of the terrible surge in hate
crimes we have seen in our State and
across the country.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Now, Madam President, I rise today
to voice my strong support for Attor-
ney General Becerra to serve as Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services.

After 4 years of attacks on families’
healthcare from President Trump,
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after a year of this pandemic ravaging
our Nation, the challenges that lie
ahead of us, especially when it comes
to healthcare, are numerous; they are
enormous; and they are absolutely ur-
gent.

The uninsured rate, the drug prices,
and healthcare costs have all sky-
rocketed. Confidence in our public
health agencies have plummeted. Al-
ready painful health inequities have
grown deeper. And this pandemic has
absolutely devastated communities
and pushed our healthcare system to
the brink.

COVID-19 has killed over a half a
million people, and that number con-
tinues to rise. When it comes to the
hard work ahead to not only end this
pandemic but rebuild a stronger and
fairer country, it is clear we need an
experienced leader at the Department
of Health and Human Services. It is
clear we don’t have a second to waste,
and it is clear Attorney General
Becerra is the right pick for this job.

His track record shows he has the
convictions and the qualifications for
the task at hand. As a Member of Con-
gress for over two decades, he has prov-
en himself a skilled legislator who un-
derstands healthcare policy. As attor-
ney general of one of the Nation’s larg-
est justice departments, he has proven
himself as a leader capable of heading
a complex Department like HHS. And
throughout all of his work, he has
proven himself as a champion for pa-
tients and public health.

In Congress, he worked to help more
people get quality, affordable
healthcare by passing the Children’s
Health Insurance Program and the Af-
fordable Care Act. In California, he has
fought in court to defend the Afford-
able Care Act and time and time again
has gone to court to fight for patients,
like when he won a $70 million settle-
ment from pharmaceutical companies
for blocking cheaper generic drugs
from market, when he won a settle-
ment from opioid manufacturers be-
hind the addiction crisis and joined a
bipartisan investigation into whether
opioids were unlawfully marketed,
when he sued e-cigarette companies
from marketing tobacco products to
children and led a bipartisan effort
with the Republican attorney general
of Nebraska to protect kids from to-
bacco imagery, or when he worked to
investigate companies and hold them
accountable for putting workers at risk
by failing to follow COVID-19 safety
measures.

Attorney General Becerra has also
worked to acknowledge and address
issues driving inequities in healthcare.
As leader of California’s Department of
Justice, he fought in court against the
Trump administration rule that under-
mined care for the LGBTQ community,
against the administration’s constant
efforts to undermine vreproductive
healthcare and against its blatant dis-
regard for the well-being of migrant
children.

Attorney General Becerra also estab-
lished a new Bureau of Disability
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Rights at his department, as well as a
new office focused on environmental
justice, including how pollution and
public health hazards disproportion-
ately hurt communities of color.

Overall, his record tells a story that
is clear, compelling, and persuasive. He
has fought against pharmaceutical
companies, opioid manufacturers, to-
bacco companies and polluters and for
more affordable, quality healthcare for
every patient.

I have no doubt as Secretary that he
will put special interests on notice and
put patients and public health first and
put science, data, and experts back in
the driver’s seat. And he would also
bring an important perspective to this
role as a first-generation college stu-
dent and the first Latino Secretary of
Health and Human Services.

He is exactly the kind of leader we
need to make sure we make good on
the promise of the historic investments
we made in the American Rescue Plan
to end this pandemic—investments to
rapidly scale up testing and tracing
and sequencing so we can identify new
strains of COVID and slow the spread;
investments to quickly and equitably
get vaccines into arms, an effort that
requires not just making vaccines
available but breaking down barriers to
access, promoting vaccine confidence,
fighting misinformation, and engaging
community partners; investments to
build our public health infrastructure
and recruit and train 100,000 public
healthcare workers.

He will also be a valuable partner to
Congress as we work to address chal-
lenges that predate this pandemic but
have been made all the more urgent,
like rooting out systemic racism and
addressing inequities in our healthcare
system, which have made this pan-
demic so much more damaging and
deadly for communities of color; like
addressing the mental healthcare cri-
sis, which the trauma of this pandemic
has made so much worse; like fighting
the opioid epidemic, a crisis which was
deadlier than ever this past year; and
like expanding access to quality afford-
able childcare, which has become more
difficult for families to get during this
pandemic.

When this pandemic is over, we will
need a strong leader at the Department
to deal with the aftermath and with so
many other outstanding issues: bring-
ing down prescription drugs prices;
making sure healthcare in this country
is truly a right, not a privilege;
undoing 4 years of attacks on reproduc-
tive rights and ensuring every woman
can get reproductive healthcare, re-
gardless of their race or income or ZIP
Code or disability; lowering our uncon-
scionably high maternal mortality
rate; reversing the alarming trend of
rising youth tobacco use; and ensuring
the Office of Refugee Resettlement is
upholding its welfare mission by
prioritizing the well-being of every
child in its care, ensuring they are
treated with decency and humanity
and Kindness; and working to place
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children with suitable sponsors quickly
and safely.

We have our work cut out for us, but
in Attorney General Becerra, we have a
Secretary of Health who is up to the
job. He has the support not only of
Democrats but of Republicans, as the
Republican attorneys general of both
Louisiana and Tennessee have spoken
highly of their experiences working
with him.

I urge every Senator who wants the
Biden-Harris administration to succeed
at ending this pandemic quickly, keep-
ing our families safe, and ensuring ev-
eryone can get quality affordable
healthcare to join me in voting to con-
firm him.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON TAI NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Tai nomination?

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

(Mr. KELLY assumed the Chair.)

(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO assumed the
Chair.)

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) and
the Senator from Vermont (Mr. SAND-
ERS) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER). Are there any other
Senators in the Chamber desiring to
vote?

The result was announced—yeas 98,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 123 Ex.]

YEAS—98

Baldwin Grassley Peters
Barrasso Hagerty Portman
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blackburn Hawley Risch
Blumenthal Heinrich Romney
Blunt Hickenlooper Rosen
Booker Hoeven ) Rounds
Boozman Hyde-Smith Rubio
Braun Inhofe Sasse
Brown Johnson Schatz
Burr Kaine Schumer
Cantwell Kelly Scott (FL)
Capito Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cardin King Shaheen
Carper Klobuchar Shelby
Casey Lankford Sinema
Cassidy Leahy N
Collins Lee Smith
Coons Lujan Stapenow
Cornyn Lummis Sullivan
Cortez Masto Manchin Tester
Cotton Markey Thune
Cramer Marshall Tillis
Crapo McConnell Toomey
Cruz Menendez Tuberville
Daines Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Moran Warner
Durbin Murkowski Warnock
Ernst Murphy Warren
Feinstein Murray Whitehouse
Fischer Ossoff Wicker
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden
Graham Paul Young

NOT VOTING—2
Hirono Sanders

The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.
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Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 37, Xavier
Becerra, of California, to be Secretary of
Health and Human Services.

Charles E. Schumer, Chris Van Hollen,
Michael F. Bennet, Jack Reed, Tammy
Duckworth, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jeff
Merkley, Christopher A. Coons, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Patrick J. Leahy,
Amy Klobuchar, Tina Smith, Brian
Schatz, Ron Wyden, Robert Menendez,
Richard J. Durbin, Martin Heinrich,
Maria Cantwell.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Xavier Becerra, of California, to be
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 49, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 124 Ex.]

YEAS—50

Baldwin Heinrich Reed
Bennet Hickenlooper Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
gardln Eeahy Sinema

arper ujan Smith
Casely Manchin Stabenow
Collins Markey

Tester
Coons Menendez
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Feinstein Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Whitehouse
Hassan Peters Wyden
NAYS—49

Barrasso Cotton Hagerty
Blackburn Cramer Hawley
Blunt Crapo Hoeven
Boozman Cruz Hyde-Smith
Braun Daines Inhofe
Burr Ernst Johnson
Capito Fischer Kennedy
Cassidy Graham Lankford
Cornyn Grassley Lee
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Lummis Romney Thune
Marshall Rounds Tillis
McConnell Rubio Toomey
Moran Sasse Tuberville
Murkowski Scott (FL) Wicker
Paul Scott (SC) Young
Portman Shelby

Risch Sullivan

NOT VOTING—1
Hirono
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas
are 50, the nays 49.
The motion is agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Xavier Becerra,
of California, to be Secretary of Health
and Human Services.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

MAIDEN SPEECH

Mr. WARNOCK. Mr. President, before
I begin my formal remarks, I want to
pause to condemn the hatred and vio-
lence that took eight precious lives
last night in Metropolitan Atlanta.

I agree with Georgians, with Ameri-
cans, with people of love all across the
world. This unspeakable violence vis-
ited largely upon the Asian community
is one that causes all of us to recommit
ourselves to the way of peace, an active
peace that prevents these Kkinds of
tragedies from happening in the first
place.

We pray for these families.

Mr. President, I rise here today, as a
proud American and as one of the new-
est Members of the Senate, in awe of
the journey that has brought me to
these hallowed Halls and with an abid-
ing sense of reverence and gratitude for
the faith and sacrifices of ancestors
who paved the way.

I am a proud son of the great State of
Georgia, born and raised in Savannah,
a coastal city known for its cobble-
stone streets and verdant town squares.
Towering oak trees, centuries old and
covered in gray Spanish moss,
stretched from one side of the street to
the other, bend and beckon the lover of
history and horticulture to this city by
the sea.

I was educated at Morehouse College,
and I still serve in the pulpit of the
Ebenezer Baptist Church, both in At-
lanta, the cradle of the civil rights
movement. And so like those oak trees
in Savannah, my roots go down deep,
and they stretch wide in the soil of
Waycross, GA, and Burke County, and
Screven County. In a word, I am Geor-
gia, a living example and embodiment
of its history and its hope, of its pain
and promise, the brutality and possi-
bility.

At the time of my birth, Georgia’s
two Senators were Richard B. Russell
and Herman E. Talmadge, both arch
segregationists and unabashed adver-
saries of the civil rights movement.

After the Supreme Court’s landmark
Brown v. Board ruling outlawing
school segregation, Talmadge warned
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that ‘““blood will run in the streets of
Atlanta.”

Senator Talmadge’s father, Eugene
Talmadge, former Governor of our
State, had famously declared: ‘‘The
South loves the Negro in his place, but
his place is at the back door.”

When once asked how he and his sup-
porters might keep Black people away
from the polls, he picked up a scrap of
paper and wrote a single word on it:
“Pistols.”

Yet there is something in the Amer-
ican covenant, in its charter docu-
ments and its Jeffersonian ideals, that
bends toward freedom. And led by a
preacher and a patriot named King,
Americans of all races stood up. His-
tory vindicated the movement that
sought to bring us closer to our ideals,
to lengthen and strengthen the cords of
our democracy, and I now hold the
seat—the Senate seat—where Herman
E. Talmadge sat.

That is why I love America. I love
America because we always have a
path to make it better, to build a more
perfect Union. It is the place where a
kid like me, who grew up in public
housing, the first college graduate in
my family, can now stand as a United
States Senator.

I had an older father. He was born in
1917. Serving in the Army during World
War II, he was once asked to give up
his seat to a young teenager while
wearing his soldier’s uniform, as they
said, ‘“‘making the world safe for de-
mocracy.”” But he was never bitter. By
the time I came along, he had already
seen the arc of change in our country.
He maintained his faith in God and in
his family and in the American prom-
ise, and he passed that faith on to his
children.

My mother grew up in Waycross, GA.
Do you know where that is? It is way
’cross Georgia. Like a lot of Black
teenagers in the 1950s, she spent her
summers picking somebody else’s to-
bacco and somebody else’s cotton. But
because this is America, the 82-year-old
hands that used to pick somebody
else’s cotton went to the polls in Janu-
ary and picked her youngest son to be
a United States Senator. Ours is a land
where possibility is born of democracy:
a vote, a voice, a chance to help deter-
mine the direction of the country and
one’s own destiny within it—possibility
born of democracy.

That is why this past November and
January, my mom and other citizens of
Georgia grabbed hold of that possi-
bility and turned out in record num-
bers, 5 million in November, 4.5 million
in January—far more than ever in our
State’s history. Turnout for a typical
runoff doubled, and the people of Geor-
gia sent their first African-American
Senator and first Jewish Senator, my
brother JON OSSOFF, to these hallowed
Halls.

But then, what happened? Some poli-
ticians did not approve of the choice
made by the majority of voters in a
hard-fought election in which each side
got the chance to make its case to the
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voters. And rather than adjusting their
agenda, rather than changing their
message, they are busy trying to
change the rules. We are witnessing
right now a massive and unabashed as-
sault on voting rights, unlike anything
we have ever seen since the Jim Crow
era. This is Jim Crow with new clothes.

Since the January election, some 250
voter suppression bills have been intro-
duced by State legislatures all across
the country, from Georgia to Arizona,
from New Hampshire to Florida, using
the big lie of voter fraud as a pretext
for voter suppression—the same big lie
that led to a violent insurrection on
this very Capitol the day after my elec-
tion. Within 24 hours, we elected Geor-
gia’s first African-American and Jew-
ish Senators, and hours later the Cap-
itol was assaulted. You see in just a
few precious hours the tension very
much alive in the soul of America. The
question before all of us at every mo-
ment is, What will we do to push us in
the right direction?

So politicians, driven by that big lie,
aim to severely limit and in some cases
eliminate automatic and same-day
voter registration, mail-in and absen-
tee voting, and early voting and week-
end voting. They want to make it easi-
er to purge voters from the voting roll
altogether. As a voting rights activist,
I have seen up close just how draconian
these measures can be. I hail from a
State that purged 200,000 voters from
the rolls one Saturday night in the
middle of the night. We know what is
happening here. Some people don’t
want some people to vote.

I was honored on a few occasions to
stand with our hero and my parish-
ioner, John Lewis. I was his pastor, but
I am clear: He was my mentor. On
more than one occasion, we boarded
buses together after Sunday church
services as part of our Souls to the
Polls program, encouraging the Ebe-
nezer Church family and other commu-
nities of faith to participate in the
democratic process. Now, just a few
months after Congressman Lewis’s
death, there are those in the Georgia
legislature—some who even dared to
praise his name—that are now trying
to get rid of Sunday Souls to the Polls,
making it a crime for people who pray
together to get on a bus together in
order to vote together. I think that is
wrong. As a matter of fact, I think that
a vote is a kind of prayer for the kind
of world we desire for ourselves and for
our children, and our prayers are
stronger when we pray together.

To be sure, we have seen these kinds
of voter suppression tactics before.
They are part of a long and shameful
history in Georgia and throughout our
Nation. But refusing to be denied,
Georgia citizens and citizens across our
country braved the heat and the cold
and the rain, some standing in line for
5 hours, 6 hours, 10 hours just to exer-
cise their constitutional right to vote—
young people, old people, sick people,
working people already underpaid and
forced to lose wages to pay a Kind of
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poll tax while standing in line to vote.
And how do some politicians respond?
Well, they are trying to make it a
crime to give people water and a snack
as they wait in lines that are obviously
being made longer by their draconian
actions.

Think about that. Think about that.
They are the ones making the lines
longer through these draconian ac-
tions. And then they want to make it a
crime to bring grandma some water
while she is waiting in a line that they
are making longer. Make no mistake,
this is democracy in reverse. Rather
than voters being able to pick the poli-
ticians, the politicians are trying to
cherry-pick their voters. I say this can-
not stand.

And so I rise, Mr. President, because
that sacred and noble idea—one person,
one vote—is being threatened right
now. Politicians in my home State and
all across America, in their craven lust
for power, have launched a full-fledged
assault on voting rights. They are fo-
cused on winning at any cost, even the
cost of democracy itself. I submit that
it is the job of each citizen to stand up
for the voting rights of every citizen.
And it is the job of this body to do all
that it can to defend the viability of
our democracy.

That is why I am a proud cosponsor
of the For the People Act, which we in-
troduced today. The For the People
Act is a major step in the march to-
ward our Democratic ideals, making it
easier, not harder, for eligible Ameri-
cans to vote by instituting common-
sense, pro-democracy reforms, like es-
tablishing national automatic voter
registration for every eligible citizen
and allowing all Americans to register
to vote online and on election day; re-
quiring States to offer at least 2 weeks
of early voting, including weekends, in
Federal elections, keeping Souls to the
Polls programs alive; prohibiting
States from restricting a person’s abil-
ity to vote absentee or by mail; and
preventing States from purging the
voting rolls based solely on unreliable
evidence like someone’s voting history,
something we have seen in Georgia and
other States in recent years. And it
would end the dominance of Big Money
in our politics and ensure our public
servants are there serving the public.

Amidst these voter suppression laws
and tactics, including partisan and ra-
cial gerrymandering, and in a system
awash in dark money and the domi-
nance of corporate interests and politi-
cians who do their bidding, the voices
of the American people have been in-
creasingly drowned out and crowded
out and squeezed out of their own de-
mocracy. We must pass For the People
so that the people might have a voice.
Your vote is your voice, and your voice
is your human dignity. But not only
that, we must pass the John Lewis Vot-
ing Rights Advancement Act.

You know, voting rights used to be a
bipartisan issue. The last time the vot-
ing rights bill was reauthorized was
2006. George W. Bush was President,
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and it passed this Chamber 98 to 0. But
then, in its 2013 decision, the Supreme
Court rejected the successful formula
for supervision and preclearance con-
tained in the 1965 Voting Rights Act.
They asked Congress to fix it. That was
nearly 8 years ago, and the American
people are still waiting. Stripped of
protections, voters in States with a
long history of voter discrimination
and voters in many other States have
been thrown to the winds.

We Americans have noisy and spir-
ited debates about many things, and we
should. That is what it means to live in
a free country. But access to the ballot
ought to be nonpartisan. I submit that
there should be 100 votes in this Cham-
ber for policies that will make it easier
for Americans to make their voices
heard in our democracy. Surely, there
ought to be at least 60 in this Chamber
who believe, as I do, that the four most
powerful words uttered in a democracy
are ‘‘the people have spoken’’; there-
fore, we must ensure that all of the
people can speak.

But if not, we must still pass voting
rights. The right to vote is preserva-
tive of all other rights. It is not just
another issue alongside other issues. It
is foundational. It is the reason why
any of us have the privilege of standing
here in the first place. It is about the
covenant we have with one another as
an American people: ‘‘e pluribus
unum,” out of many, one. It, above all
else, must be protected.

So let’s be clear. I am not here today
to spiral into the procedural argument
regarding whether the filibuster in gen-
eral has merits or has outlived its use-
fulness. I am here to say that this issue
is bigger than the filibuster. I stand be-
fore you saying that this issue—access
to voting and preempting politicians’
efforts to restrict voting—is so funda-
mental to our democracy that it is too
important to be held hostage by a Sen-
ate rule, especially one historically
used to restrict the expansion of voting
rights. It is a contradiction to say we
must protect minority rights in the
Senate while refusing to protect minor-
ity rights in the society. Colleagues, no
Senate rule should overrule the integ-
rity of our democracy, and we must
find a way to pass voting rights, wheth-
er we get rid of the filibuster or not.

So as I close—and nobody believes a
preacher when he says ‘‘as I close’’—let
me say that I, as a man of faith, be-
lieve that democracy is the political
enactment of a spiritual idea, the sa-
cred worth of all human beings, the no-
tion that we all have within us a spark
of the divine, and a right to participate
in the shaping of our destiny. Reinhold
Niebuhr was right:

[Humanity’s] capacity for justice makes
democracy possible; but [humanity’s] incli-
nation to injustice makes democracy nec-
essary.

John Lewis understood that and was
beaten on a bridge defending it. Amelia
Boynton, like so many women not
mentioned nearly enough, was gassed
on that same bridge. A White woman
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named Viola Liuzzo was killed. Medgar
Evers was murdered in his own drive-
way. Schwerner, Chaney, and Good-
man, two Jews and an African Amer-
ican, standing up for that sacred idea
of democracy, also paid the ultimate
price. And we in this body would be
stopped and stymied by bipartisan poli-
tics? Short-term political gain? Senate
procedure? I say let’s get this done, no
matter what.

I urge my colleagues to pass these
two bills, strengthen and lengthen the
course of our democracy, secure our
credibility as the premier voice for
freedom-loving people and democratic
movements all over the world, and win
the future for all of our children.

I yield the floor.

(Applause.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

AGENT ORANGE

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, we
can be proud of the bipartisan work the
Senate has accomplished in recent
years to expand veterans’ benefits.
Last Congress, we made significant
progress with passage of legislation to
enhance education, pensions, burial
compensation, and landmark improve-
ments to Department of Veterans Af-
fairs care and services for women vet-
erans, in addition to a groundbreaking
initiative to prevent veteran suicides.

I am hopeful we can use this momen-
tum to continue turning legislation
into law to ensure we fill the promise
our country made to the men and
women who served in uniform, as well
as their families. We know that too
many veterans are being left behind be-
cause of current VA policies that pro-
hibit them from accessing benefits and
healthcare services they have earned.

Veterans like Bill Rhodes of Mena,
AR, a marine who served in Thailand
during the Vietnam war era, are plead-
ing with Congress to help them get
needed medical care and support. After
developing illnesses linked to herbicide
exposure, Mr. Rhodes turned to the VA
for help. His claim was denied. He did
his homework. He spent time looking
for documentation to support his claim
and realized this is a problem that
needs a legislative fix because the De-
partment’s policies limit benefits for
Vietnam war era for Thailand service.

I am proud to join with my colleague
and chairman of the Senate Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, Senator TESTER,
to introduce legislation to help Mr.
Rhodes and veterans like him who were
exposed to Agent Orange and other her-
bicides while serving in Thailand dur-
ing the Vietnam war.

The VA accepts that herbicides were
used on fenced-in perimeters of mili-
tary bases in Thailand, but its current
policy is too restrictive. Among other
things, it prohibits veterans who
worked in security-related specialties.
It is reasonable to believe that vet-
erans on Thai bases were exposed to
Agent Orange no matter what their
jobs were or where their duty stations
were.
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In an article published in the Dayton
Daily News, one veteran who served in
Thailand said his barracks were along
the perimeter, and at the time of the
interview, he still hadn’t received ben-
efits for his VA claim.

The arbitrary limits on consideration
of a veteran’s claim to toxic exposure
are simply wrong. These misguided
technicalities and bureaucratic hurdles
need to be addressed. Our bill would
eliminate the unreasonable burden
placed on veterans to prove toxic expo-
sure.

No veteran should be denied benefits
due to redtape. These Americans who
served our country, and to this day are
paying a high price as a result, have
been carelessly hindered by the current
limitations on the presumption of toxic
exposure to Agent Orange, but they
aren’t forgotten. We have an obligation
to ensure they get the benefits they are
due, and I am committed to supporting
their cause.

I appreciate the determination and
tireless efforts of Mr. Rhodes. He said
this legislation gives him some hope,
but he won’t be proud of his work until
the bill is passed.

I encourage my colleagues to support
our legislation. I look forward to work-
ing with members of the Senate VA
Committee to eliminate the barriers
that prevent veterans from getting the
care and resources they have earned.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
OSSOFF). The Senator from Oregon.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate will soon vote on the nomination of
California Attorney General Xavier
Becerra to lead the Department of
Health and Human Services. Moving
this nomination forward required an
additional procedural step and more
floor debate than others, so I will make
just a few quick points this afternoon.

First, in our lifetime, America has
never faced a greater public health
challenge than the pandemic we face
today. The Department of Health and
Human Services is our point Agency,
the leading Agency to coordinate the
effort to end the pandemic as soon as
possible. Right now, for example, it is
coordinating the distribution of vac-
cines. It is working to get PPE, the
critical protective equipment, into the
hands of nurses and doctors and all
those providers who desperately need
more of it. The Department supports
rural hospitals to keep them afloat so
that rural patients have access to care.

The Department’s work includes the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, the National Institutes of Health,
the National Guard, all 50 States and
the District of Columbia, as well as pri-
vate healthcare systems, doctors, and
many individuals across the country.

The American people, we all know,
are ready for this pandemic to end.
They certainly understand that having
a person to coordinate the critical ef-
forts of the Department of Health and

(Mr.
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Human Services confirmed and on the
job is part of that effort. There simply
is no argument for delaying this con-
firmation any longer.

Attorney General Becerra has the
right leadership experience and the
right health policy experience to suc-
ceed in this critical job. He currently
heads the Nation’s second largest de-
partment of justice. He is in charge of
a billion-dollar budget and more than
4,000 employees. He is the top law en-
forcement official in what would be the
fifth largest economy in the world.

In terms of health policy, which is in
the area I try to specialize in, I can tell
Senators that Xavier Becerra has spent
years and years on these issues at the
Ways and Means Committee, the key
committee in the other body with ju-
risdiction over healthcare. He has been
through major policy debates, includ-
ing the Affordable Care Act. As Califor-
nia’s attorney general, he defended the
act in court.

When the pandemic hit, he fought to
protect the health and well-being of all
Californians, particularly nurses and
doctors and those workers who found
themselves in harm’s way.

Attorney General Becerra has the
health policy savvy and the leadership
savvy and the experience in both areas
to run this Department, no question
about it.

Attorney General Becerra made it
clear to members of the Finance Com-
mittee that he will follow the law.
Quaint idea. He said it again and again
in response to a barrage of questions.
He is going to be accessible to Sen-
ators. He is going to work to find com-
mon ground on key healthcare issues. I
was glad he said it because that is
heavy lifting. Most of the time, that is
really all you can ask of nominees of
the other party.

Healthcare is oftentimes a divisive
subject. I think every Senator under-
stands that. It is particularly true
when it comes to women’s healthcare.
But it is clear to me that Attorney
General Becerra wants to bring the two
sides together. That is a great place to
start after the last 4 years of knock-
down, drag-out battles over healthcare
issues that clearly took America in the
wrong direction.

I am going to close with just one
thought about why this position is so
important. I don’t know of any pros-
pect more unifying among Americans
than ending the pandemic and getting
life back to normal as quickly as pos-
sible. Parents want their kids back in
school. Grandparents want to hug their
grandkids. Everybody wants to feel
safe and get out in their communities.

Getting our country to that point is
the essence of what this job is all
about. Heading the Department of
Health and Human Services focuses ex-
actly on those things people want to
have the country come together on.
But we need to come together to beat
the pandemic, and the Department
needs its leader confirmed and on the
job now.
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I was pleased that there was bipar-
tisan support for discharging Attorney
General Becerra’s nomination from the
Finance Committee. I hope the Senate
gives his nomination bipartisan sup-
port once again when it is time to vote
on his confirmation.

I look forward to working with him
in the months and years to come.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I oppose
the confirmation of California Attor-
ney General Becerra to be the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services.

Our future HHS Secretary will be at
the helm of rebuilding our country to-
ward normalcy and preparing to ad-
dress the weaknesses in our healthcare
infrastructure, brought to light by the
pandemic. It will be no small task, and
its handling will have an impact on
America for years to come. It will re-
quire a leader at HHS who has the
trust of the public and the requisite
healthcare experience. Unfortunately,
those two factors are missing from the
nomination of Attorney General
Becerra.

In recovering from a once-in-a-cen-
tury public health emergency, Ameri-
cans need to have the confidence that
our HHS Secretary understands the in-
tricacies of healthcare policy and has
an eye to the future as we improve
upon our prepandemic vulnerabilities,
protecting future generations from ex-

periencing similar pandemic situa-
tions.
While Attorney General Becerra

served on a healthcare-focused sub-
committee as a U.S. Representative, he
has no further experience in public
health or medicine. He also lacks the
executive experience that would be
useful in running a complex executive
branch Department like HHS, which is
involved in the nationwide vaccine
rollout and now the regulatory imple-
mentation of the recent $1.9 trillion
package.

The American people need to trust
that their HHS Secretary will work for
them, regardless of disagreements over
ideology. Like a President, Cabinet of-
ficials work for the entire country, and
broad public trust is essential. As Mr.
Becerra was serving in his current role
in California as attorney general, the
Trump administration was making sig-
nificant regulatory changes to protect
the sanctity of life. Attorney General
Becerra then spent much of his time
attempting to overturn or ignore those
changes.

Most recently, Attorney General
Becerra actively defended a California
law requiring abortion coverage in in-
surance plans offered by churches. The
Office of Civil Rights at HHS ruled on
January 24, 2020, that the State’s abor-
tion mandate violated Federal law, but
Attorney General Becerra refused to
comply.

Ideological or moral disagreements
should not be met with legal chal-
lenges. Americans need to know that
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their government is working to find a
common ground that will protect all
strongly held personal and religious be-
liefs, including the belief in the sanc-
tity of life.

Thoughtful healthcare policy mat-
ters to Kansans and Americans now
more than ever. We need a leader at
HHS who is eager to serve all of the
country, even in the face of disagree-
ments—one who has the necessary
healthcare expertise to be successful in
this position and will be an asset to our
country in this time of rebuilding.

I oppose this confirmation and urge
my colleagues to join me.

EQUALITY ACT

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, today
the Senate Judiciary Committee is
considering a grave threat to the right
of conscience. The House recently
passed the Equality Act, which would
demolish religious liberty protections,
ironically making Americans of cer-
tain beliefs decidedly unequal under
the law. In other words, for something
called religious protections, the Equal-
ity Act would diminish the capability
to be considered equal under the law.

It is not an accident of careless draft-
ing that permits this outcome. The
language is both so expansive and so
explicit that it must be intentional and
it must be intentionally hostile to peo-
ple who hold such beliefs.

The language expands the definition
of public accommodations to include
prohibiting discrimination by ‘“‘any es-
tablishment that provides a good, serv-
ice, or program, including a . . . food
bank, service or care center, [or] shel-
ter,” and any organization receiving
Federal funding. Religiously affiliated
entities seeking to put their beliefs
into action outside their church,
mosque, or synagogue must comply.

The authors know such an expansive
definition infringes on the constitu-
tional rights of religious liberty. That
is because this legislation would ex-
plicitly—explicitly—deny recourse to
the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act, or RFRA, a bill that was passed
with overwhelmingly bipartisan ma-
jorities in both Chambers of Congress
before being signed by President Bill
Clinton in 1993.

This denial cuts off two legal paths
for people of conscience. One, an indi-
vidual or institution cannot sue the
Federal Government to prevent en-
forcement of this act without statu-
tory—explicit statutory—authority of
RFRA. And, two, the individual insti-
tution that is sued for discrimination
under this bill cannot rely on RFRA as
a defense.

It is not an exaggeration to say that
the five lines related to RFRA in this
bill represent one of the most dramatic
assaults against religious faith and
conscience that I have seen in my time
in Congress. The effects will be dam-
aging to communities in Kansas and
across the country.

If passed, people of faith must decide
whether to adhere to their deeply held
beliefs or to the law. This law effec-
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tively says it is better to have fewer
doctors in rural Kansas, which des-
perately needs them, than it is to have
doctors of moral conviction; that it is
better to shutter social services admin-
istered by faith-based groups that fill
gaps in our safety net than to allow
them to remain true to their mission;
or that it is better to force the closure
of religious schools in urban areas,
which so often provide a path out of
poverty, than to allow them to remain
open and teach principles of faith.

In response to the Obama contracep-
tion mandate a decade ago, I warned:
“If the government can compel an indi-
vidual or group to violate one’s con-
science, then there is no limit to gov-
ernment power.” That remains true
now, nearly 10 years later, and remains
true into the future.

I will oppose the use of such govern-
ment power to infringe on matters of
religious belief and conscience, and I
stand in opposition to the Equality
Act.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

FILIBUSTER

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, it ap-
pears that our friends across the aisle
are experiencing an existential crisis
when it comes to deciding how to man-
age their newfound powers in the ma-
jority. We are just 2% months into this
new Congress, and already we are hear-
ing the majority leader and many on
the other side of the aisle threatening
to blow up the rules of the Senate.
After decades as a Senator, President
Biden even yesterday relented and
threw his support behind the plan.

The filibuster has been called into
question a number of times over the
past few years. That is to be expected,
but it is just that our Democratic
friends used to be on the other side of
the argument. They took one position
when they were in the minority, where
the filibuster protected their rights.
And now when they are in the major-
ity, many of them are looking to elimi-
nate any minority rights and to fun-
damentally change the Senate.

In 2018, our Democratic colleagues
were afraid the Republican Senate ma-
jority would blow up the filibuster. I
am not really sure why they were con-
cerned. After all, Senator MCCONNELL
and Republican Senators have consist-
ently defended the rights of the minor-
ity by use of the legislative filibuster,
even when President Trump called for
it to be eliminated.

But our Democratic friends keep pil-
ing on. Senator DURBIN, the Senator
from Illinois, the chairman of the Judi-
ciary Committee, was asked about
President Trump’s call to end the fili-
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buster—that was when President
Trump called to end the filibuster—and
he said: “That would be the end of the
Senate as it was originally devised and
created going back to the Founding Fa-
thers.” That would be on the right-
hand side of this chart. Just to repeat,
he said: ‘“That would be the end of the
Senate as it was originally devised and
created going back to the Founding Fa-
thers.”

I agree with Senator DURBIN. I agreed
then, and I agree now.

The Senate filibuster was designed to
ensure that the two political parties
would actually have to work together,
which I think the American people be-
lieve is a good thing. And it should be
hard to do the work of building con-
sensus in a country as big and diverse
as the United States.

But the filibuster was designed to
make sure that the majority just
couldn’t jam things through and deny
the rights of the minority to be heard.
But when you get 60 Senators to agree
on something, it becomes all but im-
possible for ultrapartisan proposals to
become law. That is the nature of the
consensus-building process, and that is
a good thing for the country.

Imagine the instability and unpre-
dictability that would occur if laws
changed as quickly as Presidents and
Senate majorities do. Just 4 years ago,
Republicans controlled both Chambers
of Congress and held the White House.
Twelve years ago, our Democratic col-
leagues controlled all three. The fili-
buster was designed to encourage,
again, consensus building on a bipar-
tisan basis and to provide some sta-
bility between those transitory majori-
ties and changing Presidents. And that
is a good thing, like I said, in a country
where the political party in control is
constantly changing, and it ensures
that a minority viewpoint cannot be
steamrolled.

Our Senate Democratic friends have
certainly benefited from the protec-
tions of the filibuster over the last 6
years. They filibustered countless bills
on everything from pandemic relief to
police reform.

But now it appears that our Demo-
cratic colleagues—at least their leader-
ship—have flip-flopped. The political
tides have shifted, and since the radical
left wants to get rid of the filibuster,
so do they.

In a floor speech earlier this week,
this same Senator, Senator DURBIN,
our friend from Illinois, said the fili-
buster is ‘‘not the guarantor of democ-
racy. It has become the death grip of
democracy’’—a pretty dramatic con-
version from 2018 to 2021.

What has changed? Well, the major-
ity has changed. Republicans con-
trolled the majority when he thought
the filibuster was a good thing. Now,
when Democrats control the majority,
he thinks it is a bad thing.

Apparently, the countless filibusters
of our Democratic colleagues were not
a mockery of democracy. They cer-
tainly wouldn’t be guilty of that. But
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now that the shoe is on the other foot,
Democrats are ready to hit the big red
button and go nuclear. And, I must say,
once you go nuclear around here, you
certainly don’t go back.

But Senator DURBIN’s views aren’t
the only ones that have changed on
this matter. As I mentioned, former
Senator and now President Joe Biden
finally changed his views as well. For
decades, he was a staunch defender of
the institution. When he was asked
about removing the filibuster, going
nuclear, he said:

This nuclear option is ultimately an exam-
ple of the arrogance of power. It is a funda-
mental power-grab by the majority party.

Well, that is certainly not mincing
your words. And this isn’t some long
ago abandoned view of his. In January
of this year, President Biden was asked
if he could move his agenda with the
filibuster rules intact, and he answered
yes and explained the opportunities to
work together on shared priorities, as
he did throughout his career as a U.S.
Senator.

He went on to add:

I think we can reach consensus on that and
get it passed without changing the filibuster
rule.

But now the pressure has been put on
both President Biden and the Demo-
cratic leadership in the Senate to en-
dorse a rules change, not by the ordi-
nary course of rule changes but by the
nuclear option. We know that there are
unpredictable consequences of chang-
ing the rules in a place where your
power, where your majority, is never
guaranteed. Chipping away at the
rights of the minority may help you
today, but you will live to regret it
when the shoe is on the other foot.

But it won’t take a shift in the ma-
jority for our Democratic colleagues to
see the disastrous consequences of
going nuclear on the filibuster rule be-
cause, if anybody needed a reminder,
we have a 50-50 Senate: 50 Democrats
and 50 Republicans.

Yesterday, Senator MCCONNELL, the
Republican leader, somebody who has
been around this institution a long
time and understands it better than al-
most anybody I know, reminded our
colleagues that ‘“‘[t]his is an institution
that requires unanimous consent to
turn the lights on before noon.”

Unanimous consent is literally the
grease that helps the machine run. In
order to accomplish even the most
mundane tasks in the Senate, you need
an agreement. Most of the time it is
easy because it is not controversial; it
is not partisan; it is the right, prac-
tical thing to do. But you need com-
promise, and you need a quorum.

This rules change being floated
wouldn’t clear a path for productivity
in the Senate. It is an invitation to fu-
tility. If our Democratic colleagues
take the unprecedented step of blowing
up the filibuster, they can expect to be
met with an unprecedented response.

Republicans will not sit idly by while
Democrats take an axe to the rules in
order to advance a partisan agenda. If
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Democrats go down this road, they will
have no one to blame but themselves
for the consequences of a horrible mis-
calculation.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Mr. President, on another matter, as
we know, it has been more than a year
since the term ‘“‘COVID-19’ became a
part of our daily vocabulary. Over this
last year, families have lost loved ones,
millions of workers have lost their
jobs, Main Street businesses have shut-
tered, and our healthcare workers have
endured unimaginable stress and heart-
break.

One year ago, the majority of Ameri-
cans were hunkered down at home in
order to stop the spread of this deadly
virus, and today, while we continue to
follow the commonsense public health
guidelines to stop the spread of the
virus, we are finally experiencing some
hope. With three successful vaccines
now being administered throughout the
country, the light at the end of the
tunnel gets bigger and brighter every
day. I know we are all grateful for
that.

More than 27 percent of Americans 18
and up have received at least one dose
of the vaccine. That includes nearly
two-thirds of people over the age of 65,
one of the most vulnerable cohorts. We
have every reason to be optimistic that
brighter days are ahead, but we are not
out of the dark yet.

In the coming months, we need sound
leadership from public health officials
who have the experience and the exper-
tise to guide us through these final,
critical months. Unfortunately, Presi-
dent Biden has nominated someone
who is unprepared to lead that charge.

The President has chosen Xavier
Becerra to be his Secretary of Health
and Human Services. As we know, the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices is one of the top generals in the
war against COVID-19. The Depart-
ment coordinates the healthcare pro-
viders, State and local officials, re-
searchers, and the American public to
respond to a crisis like this. For every-
thing from COVID-19 testing to treat-
ment and therapeutics, to vaccina-
tions, HHS is actually in charge.

The Department disburses funding. It
determines how many vaccines go to
each State. It leads efforts to boost
public confidence in the vaccine and so
much more, but that is not even in-
cluding the long list of nonpandemic
responsibilities for the Department, in-
cluding everything from overseeing
Medicare and Medicaid to regulating
prescription drugs.

So what life experience does Mr.
Becerra have that makes him qualified
to lead these efforts? Well, he is not a
doctor. He is not a public health ex-
pert. He has never even worked in a
role that is remotely related to
healthcare. In fact, his only
semirelevant experience is the range of
lawsuits he has filed as attorney gen-
eral of his home State of California.

Mr. Becerra led a group of attorneys
general in opposing the Texas lawsuit
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Texas v. Azar. The case attempted to
reinstate the individual mandate pen-
alty which was removed by the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act. He also led a case
attempting to overturn protections for
religious groups, such as the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor, that don’t offer cov-
erage for contraceptives in their group
health insurance plans. He sued them.
Well—no surprise—the Supreme Court
ultimately ruled 7 to 2 in favor of the
Little Sisters of the Poor.

And, as we know, Mr. Becerra’s rad-
ical policy objectives date long before
his time as attorney general. As a
Member of the House, he took extreme
views on abortion. He opposed legisla-
tion that would ensure that babies who
were born after a botched abortion
would receive medical treatment, just
like any other patient.

He opposed a bill to prevent taxpayer
dollars from being used for abortions,
the Hyde amendment, which has been
bipartisan consensus for at least since
the late seventies. He even opposed leg-
islation to make it a crime to harm or
kill an unborn child during the com-
mission of a violent crime. In 38 States,
including his State of California, they
already have similar protections, but
he opposed legislation to do it.

Unlike the majority of President
Biden’s nominees who received bipar-
tisan support by both the committees
of jurisdiction and the full Senate,
there is no bipartisan chorus singing
the praises of Mr. Becerra. Put simply,
he is a partisan warrior who lacks the
experience to lead HHS during normal
times, let alone during a pandemic.

We are at the 10-yard line in the pan-
demic. Now is not the time to give the
punter a chance to try out his quarter-
back just because he happens to be
friends with the coach.

I would oppose the nomination of Mr.
Becerra and encourage my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to do so as
well. The American people deserve an
experienced Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary, and this nominee does
not fit the bill.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

SUNSHINE WEEK

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, it has
been a year now since the outbreak of
a novel coronavirus in Wuhan, China.
It put the world into an unprecedented
global lockdown, and we are still in the
dark about how the pandemic even
began.

Folks, this isn’t entirely an accident.
The virus emerged in one of the world’s
most closed societies, ruled by a ruth-
less authoritarian regime with no tol-
erance for truth or transparency. And,
even today, after 2% million people
around the world have died, the Com-
munist Party of China refuses to fully
cooperate with efforts to learn how
COVID-19 made the cross-species jump
from bats to humans. Finding the
source isn’t about assigning blame; it
is about understanding the cause and
preventing a similar occurrence from
happening again.
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Here is what we do know: COVID ap-
peared in the vicinity of the Wuhan In-
stitute of Virology, a laboratory where
studies were being conducted on bat
coronaviruses. After the outbreak
began, Chinese officials ordered the de-
struction of coronavirus samples. In
the months just prior to the first case
of the new pathogen being publicly
identified, researchers at this state-run
lab reportedly became sick with
COVID-like symptoms.

Years ago, U.S. officials who visited
the institute sent warnings back to the
State Department that studies were
being conducted on dangerous
coronaviruses from bats that could be
transmitted to humans in a lab which
had ‘“‘serious’ safety problems.

Some of that research was even being
subsidized by U.S. taxpayer dollars, in-
cluding a study published less than 2
years before the pandemic that found
the first evidence that humans could be
infected with coronaviruses from bats.
You heard that correctly, folks. Your
tax dollars were paying for dangerous
studies on coronaviruses in a lab in
China that our own government offi-
cials had warned was unsafe.

This all raises many questions, the
first being, How much were we actually
paying for this endeavor? And that
should be relatively easy for anyone to
discover since a law renewed by Con-
gress every single year requires all
projects supported by the Department
of Health and Human Services to in-
clude a pricetag disclosing the cost
paid by taxpayers. But noticeably ab-
sent on the study from the Wuhan In-
stitute: the cost.

A review of numerous other projects
supported by HHS found that cost in-
formation was missing from all of
them—all of them. Covering up infor-
mation that the public has a right to
know about might be how things work
in Communist China, but it isn’t how it
should work here in America.

This isn’t China, folks. Our laws
aren’t optional, especially for those
who are supposed to be enforcing them.

Maybe we can’t force China to be
forthcoming, but we should be able to
expect our own government to be open
and transparent. That is why I am ask-
ing the HHS Office of Inspector General
to launch an investigation to compel
the Department to comply with the
law.

I am also introducing legislation to
require every project funded with your
taxpayer dollars to disclose the cost
paid by you. This is just one of the
bright ideas to shine some light on how
your money is being spent that I will
be unveiling this week to commemo-
rate Sunshine Week, the annual cele-
bration of open government.

A transparent government is one of
the most fundamental principles that
make our government—of the people,
by the people, for the people—work.
Decisions are made every day in Wash-
ington that impact families and com-
munities in Iowa and across the coun-
try.
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We all benefit when we bring this in-
formation to light, especially when it
involves how our tax dollars are being
spent. That is why I am also working
to create an alert system to notify the
public whenever a project goes $1 bil-
lion or more over budget or falls 5
years behind schedule.

Some good news: My bipartisan bill
was just reported out of committee
this morning, so boondoggles, you bet-
ter beware.

Another bill T will be supporting will
require hospitals and insurers to reveal
rates to patients before they receive
their medical care. This commonsense
effort would allow patients to know the
costs associated with their healthcare
in advance so that they can make in-
formed decisions for themselves and
their families.

Finally, I am calling for more trans-
parency from the Department of Edu-
cation when it comes to COVID spend-
ing. Taxpayers should be able to see
clearly how well States and school dis-
tricts are doing at spending tax dollars
provided to help schools safely reopen.

Knowledge is the power that allows
every citizen to hold those entrusted to
make our decisions accountable. After
all, the only reason to keep taxpayers
in the dark about any of these deci-
sions is because they can’t withstand
the scrutiny that results when all of
the facts come to light.

With the Sun now setting an hour
later as a result of daylight saving
time, we are all reminded just how
much a difference can be made with a
little extra sunlight. After all, sun-
shine is the best disinfectant because
to stop waste, we first need to be able
to spot it.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
ROSEN). The Senator from Indiana.

HEALTHCARE

Mr. BRAUN. Madam President, I
have come to the floor several times in
the little over 2 years I have been here,
and a common theme—and I think we
all know it as Senators—is that our
healthcare system is broken. It is driv-
en by misaligned industry incentives
that promote opaque, behind-the-
scenes pricing maneuvers at the ex-
pense of patients and healthcare con-
sumers.

Increased transparency is the key to
fixing our broken healthcare system. It
will allow Americans to have skin in
the game and deal directly with their
healthcare providers to make informed
decisions. They cannot do that very
well currently.

Pulling the curtain back on a
healthcare system to restore market
forces, which aren’t really there now,
to increase innovation and competi-
tion, particularly in regard to price,
quality, and service—you do that with
anything else. A consumer is engaged,
they are informed, and you have many
competitors competing for their busi-
ness.

In order for Americans to regain
their sovereignty in a healthcare sys-

(Ms.
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tem, you need the ability to be able to
navigate accordingly. Congress must
act to provide Americans with these
tools before we try to throw more gov-
ernment at a broken healthcare sys-
tem.

Government pays for a portion of
healthcare; more is paid through the
private sector. If we reform it, it
makes it less expensive for both pay-
ers. To give you an example, some-
times what you hear here sounds like
it is theoretical, hypothetical. I took
on the cause roughly 12, 13 years ago in
my Main Street enterprise that was
just starting to grow, doing the things
it was supposed to do, and that is
transportation distribution. Then all of
a sudden, healthcare becomes a subset
of your business, and about the only so-
lution you would get each year is, well,
you are lucky it is not going up more
than 5 or 10 percent.

I heard that too many years in a row.
I was sick and tired of that being what
I would have to live with as a CEO who
had a healthy, successful business
other than the healthcare component.
What did I do? Healthcare plans are ba-
sically made up of three or four fea-
tures.

You have your deductible. Ours had
risen more than I was willing to take it
up any higher. The only way you could
buy premiums down would be to do
that or change underwriters every 2 or
3 years. That gets to be a hassle as you
become a larger company, and the prof-
its were so great then for people who
did it, you could end up bringing your
cost down. Well, then you were right
back in the old groove of, you are
lucky it is only going up 5 to 10 percent
the next year on renewal.

You also have coinsurance. Most peo-
ple don’t worry about that until they
get significantly ill or have a bad acci-
dent. That is the percentage you have
to pay once you exceed your deduct-
ible.

When you have those variables, you
have one other item that almost every-
one loves in their plan, and that is a
low copayment. Those copayments are
paid for in the high premiums, but it is
because they constitute nearly 25 per-
cent of most healthcare plans, and that
is to keep skin out of the game for the
people who use the system.

Well, I was going to do something dif-
ferent and decided to limit that ex-
pense when you really get sick or have
a bad accident, covered coinsurance
through the company, and asked my
employees to engage from dollar one in
shopping around and see if that would
work.

Lo and behold, it has now been 13
years, and we have been able to keep a
good plan in place, lower family
healthcare premium contributions, and
have not had a premium increase. What
is it based upon? It is finding the mea-
ger transparency that was out there 12,
13 years ago and enhancing it over
time. To give an example, if you pick
up the phone, you get on the web, you
will find anywhere from 30, 50, 60, 70
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percent savings. Procedures like MRIs,
CAT scans, colonoscopies can run any-
where from 700 to 3,000 bucks. Your in-
surance companies seem to always
shove you to the most expensive one.
They give you these huge discounts,
take their margin out of it, and it still
costs you a bundle.

When the consumer gets engaged,
you will see prices start to come down.
LASIK surgery is the best example,
where you have no insurance involved.
Ten, fifteen years ago, that could be up
to $2,000 an eye. Now, it is advertised
heavily, providers go after their cus-
tomers, and you can probably get it
done for as little as $250 to $500 an eye,
with better quality. That sounds like a
lot of other areas of our economy that
actually work.

Last Congress, I put healthcare
transparency at the forefront of my
agenda and have definitely been the
most outspoken Senator that we have
a broken system; put almost all the
blame on the industry itself because it
does not give us transparency. It does
not want to compete. The healthcare
customer is somewhat to blame be-
cause they don’t want to pay for any-
thing. And I don’t think the answer is
bringing more government into it until
you reform the system.

We need to shine light on the dark
corners and the misaligned incentives
embedded in the current system.
Among the bills I will reintroduce this
Congress is the Healthcare PRICE
Transparency Act. Every Senator
should want to be on that bill to hold
the industry accountable. This will em-
power patients through transparency.
It will drive competition among hos-
pitals and insurers by requiring them
to publicly disclose their prices so pa-
tients can compare between providers
and insurers.

Last Congress, a number of my col-
leagues joined in my effort to bring
more transparency and affordability to
healthcare consumers. I am excited to
reintroduce the Healthcare PRICE
Transparency Act soon and hope all of
my colleagues will join in so that we
can collectively lower healthcare costs
before we try to get more government
involved.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

SUNSHINE WEEK

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I am proud to join my colleagues
in celebration of Sunshine Week and
promote the importance of government
openness and transparency. Trans-
parency isn’t something you see too
much up here in Washington. Being ac-
countable to the American people
should be a basic function of govern-
ment.

In Florida, we have sunshine laws to
promote openness and build our citi-
zens’ trust in government. When I
came to Washington, I made it my mis-
sion to bring the success and trans-
parency we had in Florida to the Fed-
eral Government and make this dys-
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functional place work for the American
people.

Unfortunately, my Democratic col-
leagues have blocked nearly every sin-
gle one of my efforts for transparency
and requests for information to help
Congress make the best decisions for
American families.

Last month, I wrote to President
Biden’s Acting Director for the Office
of Management and Budget requesting
any documents related to enacted but
currently unspent COVID-19 stimulus
funding. The response? None. Total si-
lence.

This month, as we considered the
Democrats’ wasteful and partisan $1.9
trillion COVID spending package, I in-
troduced a resolution calling on Presi-
dent Biden to inform the Senate and
the American people of how much
unspent funds are left over from the
previous COVID spending bills, but
Democrats blocked it.

When my colleague Senator JOHNSON
called for their massive, 600-page bill
to be read on the floor so the American
people could know exactly what was in
the bill, Democrats complained and
called it a waste of time.

Let me be clear. Being transparent,
open, and accountable to the American
people is actually never a waste of
time; it is our job. That is why I have
been working on several measures to
bring sunshine transparency to Wash-
ington, including my bill to make sure
Members of Congress work for the
American people and actually read
bills before casting their votes and my
STOP COVID-19 Act to set vaccine dis-
tribution reporting and transparency
standards for States and create a pro-
gram for cities and counties to increase
funding, testing, contact tracing, and
transparency efforts in order to reduce
the spread of COVID.

I will never stop fighting to bring
sunshine to Washington and working
to make sure our government and the
Biden administration are transparent,
open, and accountable to the American
people who elected us to serve.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President, I
want to start by thanking Senator
ERNST for once again setting up the
Government Sunshine Week event and
for her commitment, as was just dis-
cussed by my colleague from Florida,
to ensuring taxpayers Kknow where
their money is going. This includes the
$150 billion that the U.S. Government
distributes every year in taxpayer
funds for research grants. More trans-
parency will help ensure that research
isn’t stolen by China and other coun-
tries.

In 2019, as the then-chairman of the
Permanent Subcommittee on Inves-
tigations, or PSI, I led a bipartisan in-
vestigation with then-ranking-member
Senator ToM CARPER into China’s theft
of U.S. intellectual property and U.S.
research at our research institutions
and college campuses.
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As many of you know, China has
made no secret of its goal to surpass
the United States as the world leader
in scientific research. This has become
even clearer, by the way, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, as China has at-
tempted to get information in the
United States to help produce their
own vaccines to rival ours. But what
most don’t know is that China has been
using our taxpayer-funded research en-
terprise here in the United States to
accomplish this long-term goal. China
uses talent recruitment programs—
most notably its Thousand Talents
Plan—to recruit researchers at Amer-
ican universities and research institu-
tions using taxpayer-funded grants to
do the same research at shadow labs in
China or transfer taxpayer-funded re-
search back to China—research that
has been used over the past two dec-
ades to strengthen China’s military
and its own economic rise.

Along the way, they have been aided
by a lack of transparency in our Fed-
eral grant-making process that has al-
lowed researchers to receive taxpayer
funding without disclosing their ties to
foreign governments. What is worse,
Federal law enforcement officials at
the FBI knew about this for years and
admitted at our PSI hearing last Con-
gress: ‘“We wish we had taken more
rapid and comprehensive action in the
past.” I wish they had.

I am pleased the Trump administra-
tion chose to follow through on their
promise to do better in this regard.
Since our report, prosecutors have
charged at least 13 researchers here in
the United States for failing to disclose
their ties to the Chinese Government
and Chinese Communist Party—re-
searchers at prestigious institutions
like Harvard and the Ohio State Uni-
versity. Many of our colleges and uni-
versities around the country have been
part of this.

The Biden administration must stand
by the promises made on the campaign
trail to keep the pressure on China,
and that includes on this issue. We can
also help here in Congress by shining a
light on the grant-making process and
passing laws to help us keep track and
protect these important investments in
our research.

In the coming weeks, I will be re-
introducing bipartisan legislation
called the Safeguarding American In-
novation Act, which uses the key find-
ings from our bipartisan PSI investiga-
tion and report to protect the research
enterprise—in part, through more
transparency.

First, our bill creates a cross-govern-
mental council at the Office of Man-
agement and Budget to coordinate and
streamline unauthorized access and
grant-making processes between Fed-
eral Agencies so that there is greater
transparency in where the money is
going and how it is being used.

Second, the Safeguarding American
Innovation Act makes it illegal to lie
on a grant application about ties to
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foreign governments like China. Trans-
parency here will make it clear that re-
searchers are liable for attempting to
mislead the government when trying to
receive taxpayer funds.

Third, our legislation closes loop-
holes exploited by China and other for-
eign actors and empowers the State
Department to deny visas to foreign re-
searchers aiming to steal U.S. intellec-
tual property and research.

Fourth, the Safeguarding American
Innovation Act requires research insti-
tutions and universities to safeguard
against unauthorized access to sen-
sitive technology and to be transparent
with the State Department about what
technologies a foreign researcher will
have access to on campus.

Finally, the act requires trans-
parency from our colleges and univer-
sities as to what money they are get-
ting from foreign sources. They will
have to report any foreign gift of
$560,000 or more, and it empowers the
Department of Education to fine uni-
versities that repeatedly fail to dis-
close these gifts. Current law requires
reporting, but at $250,000. We found
that nearly 70 percent of U.S. univer-
sities consistently failed to do even
that. Lowering the threshold increases
transparency, and adding the penalty
ensures the schools will report.

The American Council on Education
has supported our PSI report’s rec-
ommendation that research institu-
tions should establish a ‘‘know your
collaborator’ culture.

Greater transparency in our Federal
grant-making process, great trans-
parency from our research institutions
and universities—these are the steps
we need to take to ensure that there is
proper accountability in place for the
$150 billion that taxpayers entrust with
the government for federally funded re-
search every year, while still keeping
our fundamental research open and col-
laborative.

The Safeguarding American Innova-
tion Act will shine a light on the Fed-
eral grant-making processes and allow
us to maintain our world-class lead in
innovations, while protecting our in-
vestments from foreign theft.

Again, I want to thank my colleague
Senator ERNST, in particular, for this
event today to talk about trans-
parency, and I urge my colleagues to
support this important legislation that
will provide long overdue transparency
in our federally funded research enter-
prise.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President,
about 4 weeks ago, it got cold in Okla-
homa—really cold. My house was at
negative 14 degrees. Now, Senator
STEVE DAINES from Montana is used to
that, but in Oklahoma we are not used
to negative 14 degrees. It was overcast,
snowy, cold. Then, the sun broke
through, and we had a day when it got
up to 30 degrees. It was like everyone
was going to the park. It felt so nice
because the sun was out, even though
it was cold.
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Sunshine has a great way of making
everyone lift and look around and say:
Where has that been?

I think that happens in the Federal
Government as well.

I thank Senator JoONI ERNST for
hosting what she is calling Sunshine
Week to be able to say: What are we
doing to put a little light into the Fed-
eral process to be able to make sure
people can see into some of these pro-
grams? Because all the time I hear
from people, and when something
comes on the news, they will say:
Where did that come from?

I will say: That was poked in some
bill that probably no one read.

I will give you an example of it. Two
weeks ago, when the ‘“COVID” bill
passed with almost $2 trillion in spend-
ing, I already had folks come back to
me saying: I am grateful for that $70
million for the Small Business Admin-
istration to increase some of the loans
by $70 million.

I said: Great. Do you know how much
the administrative cost was on that $70
million program?

The answer is $390 million in admin-
istrative costs, $70 million in loans.
That is in the bill.

Everyone looks at me and says: Oh, I
didn’t know that.

In lots of States around America
right now, their legislatures are meet-
ing, including mine in Oklahoma. They
are suddenly finding out that that bill
that was for “COVID-related”’ man-
dated that no State in America could
reduce taxes on anyone. Lots of States
are saying: Wait a minute; we were
planning on reducing taxes on working
families in certain targeted areas.

They are finding out that you can’t
do that, and they will say things like:
I didn’t know that was in the bill be-
cause there wasn’t any sunshine on
that bill.

I worked for years to pass a bill
called the Taxpayers Right-To-Know
Act. It is a commonsense bill. It asks a
simple question: What programs do we
do in the Federal Government? This
body has heard about me talk about it
year after year after year. Contrary to
popular belief, it is not easy to actu-
ally move a bill in this place. Some
things that are very commonsense take
forever.

This was my simple bill. In the Fed-
eral Government, every Agency has to
list every program that they do, how
many employees they hire to do that
program, what is the cost of the pro-
gram, and is the program evaluated? If
it is, just put the evaluation numbers
with the program.

Why would I say that? Because I talk
to Agency heads that start a new pro-
gram and they get 2 years down the
road from starting a new program and
they find out a different Agency has al-
ready done that for 5 years. Then we
get together and find out a third Agen-
cy started that 10 years ago. None of
them knew about the other program.

Before you think that doesn’t hap-
pen, oh, yes, it does. It happens all the
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time. Not only that, but I want to ask
a simple question to say: How many
options do we have for whatever it may
be? How many programs do we have for
STEM education, for instance? How
many different incentives have we put
out there, and how many Agencies are
helping to provide greater STEM edu-
cation? The Agencies can’t tell me.
They could eventually tell me what is
in their Agency, but they don’t know
what other Agencies are doing.

And when I go to the GAO, the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office, and ask
them, their answer is: I will get you an
answer back in about 18 months—
months—18 months before they can tell
me how many STEM programs we have
in the Federal Government. I should be
able to do an internet search and get
that in 18 seconds, not 18 months.

The Taxpayers Right-To-Know bill
requires the Office of Management and
Budget to actually work with every
Agency to get a master list of every
program across the Federal Govern-
ment—how many employees they have,
if it is evaluated, and what it does.

It is pretty simple. It is basic trans-
parency, but it allows any American
and all Members of Congress to be able
to see what we do and if we have dupli-
cation in government.

Again, you may think that is simple
and straightforward. It is, but it took
years to actually pass. We finally got
that passed and signed into law last
December.

I met with Gene Dodaro, who heads
up GAO, and asked him about it be-
cause he has also been an advocate of
that for years. He said: We need an
‘“unequivocal commitment from the
Office of Management and Budget to
implement it properly’’ because we
have to actually get this done.

Sunshine helps. We can see how
money is spent. We can see how dupli-
cation actually functions. We can’t re-
form what we can’t see. The American
people perpetually get frustrated with
what they didn’t know was in a bill and
find out later, and they don’t like it.

In the days ahead, I will release my
annual ‘‘Federal Fumbles’ book, as we
do every year. In that ‘‘Federal Fum-
bles’” book, this year, we are going to
outline where our debt comes from be-
cause I run into so many people who
say: We have debt. Who is our debt? Is
it all China?

I will say: Well, actually, $1.6 trillion
of it is from China, and we are paying
them interest every single year on that
debt. But it is in a lot of other places.

A lot of people misunderstand what
government debt really is. This needs
some sunshine because if we are going
to solve this, the American people have
to be able to see it and so do we.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Mr. DAINES. Madam President, I rise
to share my objections to the nomina-
tion of Xavier Becerra to be Secretary
of Health and Human Services.
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With $1.3 trillion of spending in
Health and Human Services, that De-
partment has the largest budget of the
entire executive branch. In fact, if we
were to compare the budget—the budg-
et of HHS to other nation’s GDPs—
HHS, in fact, would rank among the
top 10 in the world. The size of this De-
partment is significant, and the re-
sponsibility is even greater.

Whoever oversees this Department
has a big impact on our country, our
economy, and the lives of all Ameri-
cans, including those of the unborn.
This is exactly why I am deeply con-
cerned with President Biden’s pick of
Attorney General Xavier Becerra to
lead HHS. Mr. Becerra has spent his ca-
reer propagating far-left ideology and
supporting divisive policies that don’t
resonate with the majority of Ameri-
cans.

The Secretary of HHS has massive
authority to steer the future of
healthcare in our country, and some-
one who has made a career out of de-
fending the abortion industry and pro-
moting other liberal policies, like free

healthcare for illegal immigrants,
should not be at the helm of this De-
partment.

I am concerned that Attorney Gen-
eral Becerra will use the power of this
Agency to overstep and impose his rad-
ical liberal agenda on millions of
Americans. This administration decid-
edly, intentionally, chose a nominee
who has repeatedly attacked the reli-
gious freedoms of so many Americans,
a nominee who has aggressively pushed
a very pro-abortion agenda, a nominee
who supports a complete takeover by
the government of our healthcare, a
nominee who advocates for illegal im-
migrants to receive taxpayer-funded
healthcare.

How do these qualities make Attor-
ney General Becerra the right person
to head Health and Human Services? It
just doesn’t make sense to so many in
our country. It is just another sign
that this, unfortunately, is a far-left
administration that is outside the
mainstream.

HEspecially now, during a pandemic, it
is critical that all Americans can trust
whoever holds this position. It is crit-
ical that the leader of this massive De-
partment will operate as a good stew-
ard of Federal health programs and not
use his post to impose a government
takeover of healthcare and to eradicate
job-based coverage for millions of
Americans.

Xavier Becerra is, unfortunately, not
that person. He has built his career de-
fending some of the very most extreme
stances in our society, and we can ex-
pect that he will only take things fur-
ther at HHS.

When it comes to abortion, Attorney
General Becerra doesn’t believe there
should be any restrictions—not one. In
fact, I had the chance to ask Mr.
Becerra some questions a couple of
weeks ago at a hearing. I asked if he
would support a ban on the lethal dis-
crimination of babies diagnosed with
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Down syndrome, or, perhaps, what
about banning sex-selective abortions,
or, at least, a ban on partial birth abor-
tions. His refusal to answer spoke vol-
umes. His inability to name even one
restriction that he might think about
putting on abortion is chilling.

Mr. Becerra’s views on abortion even
go a step further. He has repeatedly
bullied and harassed Americans who re-
spect the sanctity of life, like the Lit-
tle Sisters of the Poor. This order of
nuns has dedicated their lives to serv-
ing the less fortunate, and under their
Catholic faith, they do not believe in
providing abortions or contraceptives.

Attorney General Becerra litigated
against these nuns in court and at-
tempted to revoke an exemption that
protects religious groups from pro-
viding contraceptives, and that goes
against their religious beliefs. He has
literally sued to impose crippling fines
on Catholic nuns for remaining true to
their religious believes—crippling fines
on nuns—a horrendous attack on
Americans’ constitutional right to reli-
gious freedom.

He has stated that crossing the bor-
der illegally should be decriminalized.
Let me say that again. He has stated
that crossing the Dborder illegally
should be decriminalized. No wonder
we are seeing a crisis on our southern
border. He has repeatedly pushed for il-
legal immigrants to receive health ben-
efits on the taxpayers’ dime.

As we are seeing Biden’s border crisis
play out, it is even more alarming that
one of his nominees would seek to
incentivize illegal border crossings
even more. I guess you could say this is
all part of Biden’s ‘‘America Last”
agenda, but as Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Xavier Becerra would
have the massive ability to impose a
pro-abortion, anti-religious freedom,
socialist healthcare agenda. His nomi-
nation highlights just how extreme—
sadly, how extreme—the Biden admin-
istration really is. These views fail to
represent the majority of Americans
and have no place at the head of the
largest Department of our executive
branch.

I urge my colleagues to consider the
impact that Mr. Becerra would have as
the head of Health and Human Services
and to vote against his confirmation.
Rather, we must stand up for life, for
religious freedom, an ‘‘America First”
agenda and against Mr. Becerra’s nomi-
nation.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Madam President, the stat-
ed mission of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services is ‘‘to en-
hance the health and well-being of all
Americans.” It is a laudable goal. The
HHS Secretary is, thus, charged with
overseeing all government healthcare
and social services and protecting the
health and the rights of the American
people, a worthy goal, important job.
Unfortunately, the history of the nomi-
nee before us, Mr. Xavier Becerra,
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poses grave concerns to our ability to
carry out this goal and to our ability
to oversee an Agency with such vast,
far-reaching responsibilities.

First, Mr. Becerra has repeatedly
been on the record for wanting to
eliminate private health insurance for
millions of Americans even at a time
when families need affordable, effec-
tive, and flexible healthcare and when
healthcare workers need jobs perhaps
now more than ever. What is more con-
cerning, however, is that, while in pub-
lic office, Mr. Becerra has repeatedly,
deliberately undermined Americans’
constitutional rights and waged polit-
ical warfare on those who happen to
disagree with his views.

Take, for example, his views on abor-
tion. Instead of supporting laws that
protect and sustain the life and health
of American women and unborn chil-
dren, Mr. Becerra has supported laws
that violently hurt them in his endors-
ing legal abortion up until and even
during the moment of birth.

As Attorney General of the State of
California, he brought 15 felony
charges against a reporter for exposing
Planned Parenthood’s role in traf-
ficking the body parts of aborted ba-
bies—a prosecution that even the Los
Angeles Times described as ‘‘disturbing
overreach.”

He defended a California law that re-
quired pro-life pregnancy centers to ad-
vertise for State-funded abortion clin-
ics, a law that so egregiously violated
free speech that the Supreme Court
ruled it unconstitutional, which, of
course, it was and is.

Not only that, but he has consist-
ently and flagrantly taken hostile ac-
tions against the free exercise of reli-
gion. Perhaps the worst example of this
can be found in his legal persecution of
the Little Sisters of the Poor. Now,
this is a religious order of Catholic
nuns that cares for the elderly poor.
Becerra waged a lengthy, difficult bat-
tle to force the sisters—again, this is
an order of nuns—to pay for abortion
drugs and contraception in their health
insurance plan even though doing so
violates their beliefs and even though
they are nuns.

Even after the Supreme Court ruled
for the Little Sisters of the Poor in
2016 under a separate case and after the
Trump administration granted them
full conscience protections in 2017, Mr.
Becerra still sued the Trump adminis-
tration in an attempt to pierce those
protections. Again, he wasn’t com-
fortable with letting those protections
stand in place with respect to the Lit-
tle Sisters of the Poor. No. He was de-
termined, even still, to make sure that
they couldn’t live according to their
own religious beliefs and their teach-
ings.

During the pandemic, Becerra was
the legal architect of some of the coun-
try’s most strident, sweeping, and bra-
zenly unconstitutional restrictions on
church and on worship services, some
of which were struck down by the Su-
preme Court last month, and he even
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tried to prevent COVID relief funds
from going to religious and other pri-
vate schools.

Our Founders established the prin-
ciple of religious liberty—the natural
right of all human beings to freely hold
and live out their religious beliefs—be-
cause they understood that man is not
free unless his conscience is free. They
thought that this principle was so im-
portant, so fundamental, that it was
the first freedom articulated in the
very First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion. In doing so, they sought to defend
and preserve the space of our deepest
convictions, a space upon which a
State cannot and must never encroach.

In practice, that has meant that the
government’s job is not to tell people
what to believe or how to discharge
their religious duties but to protect the
space for all people of all faiths—and of
no faith at all for that matter—to seek
truth and to order their lives accord-
ingly.

The American people deserve a leader
at the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services who will uphold and
strengthen this monumental tradition.
They deserve a leader who will protect
their fundamental rights, not trample
them. Unfortunately, tragically, the
record of this nominee demonstrates
serious threats to the rights and the
health and the well-being of the Amer-
ican people. They deserve better. In
good conscience, I cannot support the
nomination of Mr. Becerra.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, it appears that President Biden
arrived at the White House prepared
and willing to grant himself and his ad-
ministration a mandate that American
voters didn’t agree to give him.

His party lost ground in the House,
split the Senate, and maintained their
trailing minority of governorships, but
they seem to ignore that. In his first 50
days, he signed 34 Executive orders—
more than anyone in history. He dis-
mantled existing immigration con-
trols, threatened protections for small
businesses against the radical climate
agenda, and destroyed thousands of
jobs and the potential for greater en-
ergy security promised by the Key-
stone XL Pipeline project.

Meanwhile, my Democratic col-
leagues got busy laying the ground-
work to transform not only the Senate
into a majoritarian institution but also
to radically transform the country.
They used budget reconciliation to ram
through a $1.9 trillion bailout bill with-
out a single Republican vote—the larg-
est spending bill in our Nation’s his-
tory—and now they are reversing their
own positions on the filibuster to avoid
debate on radical immigration reform,
the Equality Act, and an already infa-
mous bill that would federalize elec-
tions. They just don’t want to talk
about these things—just do it.

The more people learn about what
the Biden White House is up to the
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more questions they have for those of
us who represent them.

Some of my Democratic friends in
Tennessee say to me: I may have voted
for Joe Biden, but I did not vote for
this.

They do not want to radically change
the country. They do not want to be
tied to legislation that has a nice-
sounding name but that does the exact
opposite of what the Biden administra-
tion would have you believe that it
would accomplish.

They have noticed that the Presi-
dent’s Cabinet picks have come to their
confirmation hearings ready and will-
ing to move the goalposts away from
the Constitution and the rule of law in
order to accommodate their radical

agenda.
Last week, this body voted to dis-
charge from committee Xavier

Becerra’s nomination to the Health
and Human Services Secretary posi-
tion. I voted no, and I will vote no on
his confirmation as well, not only be-
cause he is unqualified and has no ex-
perience in healthcare—Middle Ten-
nessee has more than 100,000 individ-
uals who are employed in the
healthcare industry, and all, all are
more qualified in healthcare than Xa-
vier Becerra—and not only because his
radical views shock just about every-
one who speaks to me about him. Oh,
yves, it was a topic of conversation at
church on Sunday but also because,
time and again, he has abused his
power and weaponized the full force of
the government against people whose
deeply held, personal, political, and re-
ligious views don’t align with his own:
submit, conform, or else.

It is in the nature of our job as legis-
lators to recognize that, yes, elections
do have consequences and that, yes,
the President has a right to assemble
his own Cabinet, but we cannot be ex-
pected to green-light a nominee who
has so little patience for diversity—di-
versity of thought, diversity of opin-
ions—that his first and only instinct is
to destroy the diversity: Barrel in.
Burn it to the ground. Build it back in
their own image. That is not what the
American people want President Biden
and his administration to do, but that
is what they are getting with this
nominee.

I strongly oppose Xavier Becerra’s
nomination, as I have from the start,
and I would urge my colleagues to con-
sider what you will be approving if you
vote in favor of this confirmation: radi-
cally anti-life, radically anti-religion,
radically anti-border security, radi-
cally anti-free speech, radically un-
qualified to lead.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. CRUZ. Madam President, I rise
to oppose the nomination of Xavier
Becerra for Secretary of Health and
Human Services.

There are, unfortunately, numerous
nominees in the Biden administration
who are either extreme or unqualified
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for the positions for which they have
been nominated, but of all of those
nominees, I believe Mr. Becerra is the
single worst Cabinet nominee put for-
ward by Joe Biden to serve in the Cabi-
net.

President Biden has told this country
repeatedly that his top priority is de-
feating the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Department of Health and Human
Services is on the frontline in fighting
COVID-19. Mr. Becerra, by any meas-
ure, is woefully unqualified to lead
that Department.

Mr. Becerra is not a doctor. Mr.
Becerra is not a scientist. Mr. Becerra
has no healthcare experience whatso-
ever. He has no medical experience
whatsoever. He has no experience in vi-
rology. He has no experience with phar-
maceuticals. He has no experience run-
ning a State or local healthcare agen-
cy. He has no experience in logistics.
The Department of HHS is in the proc-
ess of distributing and administering
hundreds of millions of vaccines. Mr.
Becerra has never so much as distrib-
uted french fries at a McDonald’s.

Mr. Becerra’s only qualification and,
indeed, the qualification that earned
him this nomination is he is a radical,
leftwing trial attorney.

If a Republican President had nomi-
nated as the head of the Health and
Human Services Agency someone with
zero healthcare experience, zero med-
ical experience, zero pharmaceutical
experience in the midst of a global pan-
demic, that Republican President
would have been laughed out of the
room.

If a Republican President had done
that, all of the Democrats would have
been lined up here thundering: This is
a President that doesn’t care about
science. We would have heard Demo-
crats telling us: This is a President for
whom defeating COVID-19 is not a pri-
ority, is not serious.

“This is a President,”” our Demo-
cratic colleagues would have told us,
“who puts partisan priorities above de-
feating the public health menace of
COVID-19. This is a President who is
more concerned about appeasing his
radical base than he is about pro-
tecting the public health and safety of
Americans.”

Had a Republican President nomi-
nated a nominee as unqualified as Mr.
Becerra, I feel confident the Democrats
would not have been alone. We would
see multiple Republican Senators
standing up, saying: No. We should ac-
tually have an HHS Secretary who
knows something about science. We
should have an HHS Secretary who
knows something about medicine,
something about pharmaceuticals.

I would note, by the way, President
Trump nominated two HHS Secre-
taries. The first, Dr. Tom Price, was a
medical doctor; the second, Alex Azar,
was president of a major pharma-
ceutical company in the United States.
Both had years and even decades of
healthcare experience.

As best I can tell, Xavier Becerra’s
only experience with healthcare is
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suing the Little Sisters of the Poor.
Frankly, it should be a joke.

If a Republican President did this, a
Republican Senate would discover the
backbone to stand up and oppose it.
And what I would say is sad is not a
single Democrat is willing to stand up
to Joe Biden and say: No. Try again. It
is a pandemic. Over a half million
Americans have died. How about put-
ting someone at HHS that knows some-
thing about healthcare?

I will tell you right now, every Sen-
ator that supports this confirmation,
when they go home, should be prepared
to answer to their constituents—should
be prepared to answer when their con-
stituents say: Why did you vote to con-
firm a guy at HHS who doesn’t know
anything about science or healthcare
or medicine? Why, in the middle of a
pandemic, did you put in a radical, left-
wing trial lawyer instead of someone
that could help us beat this pandemic?

And for all the Democratic Senators
who love to intone gravely ‘‘Listen to
the science,” that is actually—that
sentiment is correct. We should listen
to the science, which means we should
have someone leading HHS who knows
something about science.

My career, as a lawyer, has been liti-
gating cases before the U.S. Supreme
Court. If a President asked me to lead
the Department of HHS in the midst of
a pandemic, I would tell that Presi-
dent: With all due respect, I don’t have
the professional experience or expertise
to do that job. There are other jobs for
which I would be qualified, but in a
pandemic, the Health and Human Serv-
ices Department should have someone
who knows a damn thing about
healthcare.

Instead of knowing anything about
science or medicine or viruses or virol-
ogy or immunizations, what Mr.
Becerra does know about is persecuting
citizens who don’t share his radical,
leftwing ideology.

Mr. Becerra, as attorney general of
California, has demonstrated a con-
sistent pattern of contempt for pri-
vacy. While attorney general, he used
his partisan power to overcome the in-
dividual privacy rights of California.
As attorney general, he demanded that
thousands of registered charities annu-
ally disclose to his offices the names
and addresses of major donors, even
though California law didn’t require
that. But he used government power to
violate their right to privacy. Then
what did he do? Did he keep it private
for law enforcement purposes to exam-
ine irregularities? No. Instead, he pub-
lished the information from nearly
2,000 organizations, subjecting donors
and those nonprofits to harassment
and abuse.

Healthcare issues are personal. They
are sensitive. When you and I go to the
doctor, we don’t expect our doctor to
share our personal healthcare details
with the world. Joe Biden has said to
the American people: We are going to
put someone in charge of the Health
and Human Services Department who
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doesn’t care about privacy and has a
record of ignoring your right to pri-

vacy.
Later this year, the U.S. Supreme
Court will decide whether Mr.

Becerra’s invasion of privacy violated
the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion. While his disregard for privacy is
before the Supreme Court, what did
Joe Biden do? He said: Let’s put him in
charge of healthcare in this country.

A third reason Mr. Becerra’s nomina-
tion is so concerning concerns con-
science protections.

The next HHS Secretary will be re-
sponsible for upholding the conscience
protections that are written into Fed-
eral law to protect the rights of people
of faith, whatever your faith—whether
you are Christian or Jewish or Muslim
or whatever your faith might be, the
right of professionals, of citizens under
the First Amendment to live according
to their faith.

But Mr. Becerra, as attorney general,
aggressively defended a California law
that forced pro-life groups to advertise
for abortion, a law that the Supreme
Court deemed unconstitutional under
the First Amendment.

Think about that for a second. He
was so radical in going after and perse-
cuting conscience rights, he wanted
pro-life groups to advertise for abor-
tion, and it took the U.S. Supreme
Court to strike it down and say: That
is unconstitutional. Joe Biden wants
him to bring the same heavyhanded
zealotry to the Health and Human
Services Department.

And Mr. Becerra has not shown that
it is just free speech that he has antag-
onism to, but it is religious liberty as
well. Mr. Becerra has defended Califor-
nia’s targeting of churches holding in-
door services. The State of California
concluded that if you go to an indoor
service at a church and you pray or you
sing or you worship, you are a public
health menace. But if you go to a pro-
test, if you go to other secular activi-
ties where the name of God is not in-
voked, then, magically, this virus is
not contagious. It is ludicrous. It was
facially absurd. It was driven by an un-
constitutional animus toward people of
faith, and it took the U.S. Supreme
Court to strike it down and to say the
policy that Mr. Becerra was defending
is unconstitutional. Government can-
not target people of faith.

So you have got a nominee with no
healthcare experience, no medical ex-
perience, no scientific experience, but a
record of being a radical, persecuting
those with whom he disagrees, who has
repeatedly gone before the U.S. Su-
preme Court and lost over and over
again for violating the First Amend-
ment, for violating free speech, for vio-
lating religious liberty. He is now cur-
rently before the Supreme Court for
violating the privacy rights of Califor-
nians.

Do you want an HHS Secretary who
doesn’t respect your privacy, who
doesn’t respect your free speech or reli-
gious liberty? Do you want an HHS
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Secretary who is not qualified to draw
blood or give a shot, who doesn’t know
how to distribute vaccines, who has
never distributed anything?

If nominations and confirmations
were based on the merits, were based
on qualification to serve, Mr. Becerra’s
nomination would be rejected by this
Senate by a vote of 100 to nothing. The
fact that that is unlikely to happen
and that every Democrat will march
lockstep with the Biden administration
to confirm a nominee who has no
healthcare experience whatsoever in
the midst of a global pandemic show
just how profoundly partisan and
radicalized today’s Democratic Party
is.

I believe all of us should be united in
demanding a Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary who is actually qualified
to protect our health and defeat this
pandemic.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to vote against this nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I rise
to speak this afternoon in support of
the nomination of Xavier Becerra to
serve as the next Secretary of Health
and Human Services.

President Biden nominated Mr.
Becerra, who currently serves as the
attorney general of the State of Cali-
fornia. Prior to his service in State
government for the people of Cali-
fornia, he served in the House of Rep-
resentatives, representing a district in
Los Angeles for 12 terms. He is some-
one I got to know in those years, espe-
cially in the debates about healthcare,
which I will speak about in a moment.

But when a person is nominated to be
a member of any Cabinet, they bring
with them not just their experience but
their life story, and Attorney General
Becerra’s story is a great American
story. His own story and that of his
family is a great American story, a
story of hard work and sacrifice, over-
coming obstacles, achieving excellence,
not only in his time in school and his
academic record but also excellence in
his public service as he discharges the
duties of the offices that he has held.

I mentioned that I knew him in the
years we were debating healthcare here
in Washington when he was a Member
of the House. But just since his nomi-
nation, I met with him and questioned
him closely on matters that are impor-
tant to me and the people of Pennsyl-
vania. I also asked him questions in
not one but two—two—hearings be-
cause he just happens to be nominated
to a Cabinet position where the con-
firmation is considered by two Senate
committees, the Finance Committee
and the Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions Committee, so I had the
chance to question him in both hear-
ings, both committees.

Through these conversations and
based upon his long and distinguished
record of public service, Attorney Gen-
eral Becerra has demonstrated that he
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is the kind of leader our Nation needs
at HHS during this challenging time.

He is a proven leader who spent his
career fighting to expand healthcare—
to expand it—protecting both patients
and consumers and working to
strengthen both Medicare and Med-
icaid.

As a Congressman, as I mentioned, he
was instrumental in drafting and work-
ing to pass the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act, the so-called ACA.
And as California’s attorney general,
he has led the fight to protect it.

Now, my view of the disagreement on
the other side of the aisle is just that.
This is someone who worked as a Mem-
ber of Congress and then has worked as
attorney general to pass and then up-
hold the ACA.

On the other side of the aisle, they
don’t like that because they have been
committed as a party here in the Sen-
ate and in the House—both Republican
caucuses have been committed to two
things on healthcare: destroying the
ACA, which means destroying all pro-
tections for preexisting conditions
and—it is important to add this—they
have been dedicated to ending—not
limiting, not cutting back—ending
Medicaid expansion, which, of course,
accounted for most of the healthcare
gains. Millions of Americans have
healthcare today because of the expan-
sion of Medicaid. It is the official posi-
tion of the Republican Party to end
that—to say to all those millions of
Americans: You don’t deserve
healthcare coverage. That is their posi-
tion based upon what they have sup-
ported in bill after bill that came be-
fore the Senate. We know that. That is
a fact. And until they move away from
that position, they will try to take
down the nomination of or oppose any-
one who wants to uphold the ACA, up-
hold all protections for preexisting
conditions, uphold and support the ex-
pansion of Medicaid, one of the best ex-
pansions of healthcare in American
history, not just recent history, in all
of American history.

So I would support Attorney General
Becerra just based upon what he has
done on healthcare because it happens
to be in the best interests of the Amer-
ican people to expand healthcare and
the best interests of the people I rep-
resent.

I don’t come across many people in
Pennsylvania coming up to me, saying:
I want you to lessen the number of peo-
ple in the United States or in my State
that have healthcare. I want you to cut
that back. I want you to cut back on
the Medicaid Program—which folks on
the other side of the aisle want to do as
well.

They not only want to end Medicaid
expansion—end it completely—they
want to cut the Medicaid Program by
hundreds of billions of dollars over 10
years. That is their official position. It
has been their position for years to cut
the Medicaid Program and to end Med-
icaid expansion—cut the Medicaid Pro-
gram by hundreds of billions of dollars.
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So if you are against that, they are
going to be opposing you, whether it is
for confirmation or anything else, be-
cause they are the party that wants to
cut Medicaid, not by $100 billion over 10
years, not by $200 billion or $300 billion.
Look at their budgets year after year.
They want to cut it $5600 billion or $700
billion. One year they even proposed—
here in the debates about the budgets,
one year they even proposed cutting
the Medicaid Program by $1 trillion.
That was the official position of the
Republican Party. So if you want to
oppose them on that, then they will try
to take you down.

The Medicaid Program, by the way,
pays for half—almost half—of the
births in America. Of the babies born
in America, almost half of those births
are paid for by Medicaid—the Medicaid
Program—the program they want to
cut by $5600 billion, at least, and some-
times a lot more than that.

So that is why they are against him,
because they want to cut back on
healthcare.

Now, his leadership of this Agency
could not come at a more important
time. Our Nation is facing the greatest
public health crisis in more than a cen-
tury, since the horror of 1918. Now we
are facing a similar challenge.

We also have a jobs crisis. So the
faster we put this pandemic behind us,
the better it is for creating a lot more
jobs and lifting our economy out of the
ditch that it has been in the last year.

So we need a strong leader at HHS.
We need someone who has the experi-
ence, the integrity, to lead us in that
Agency to help guide us out of the cri-
sis. I am confident—very confident—
that Xavier Becerra is that leader, and
I urge my colleagues to vote in support
of his nomination.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). The junior Senator from
Florida.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, the first thing I would like to do
is correct what my colleague from
Pennsylvania said with regard to pre-
existing conditions.

I was here last year. I brought to the
floor a bill that would say it didn’t
matter what the Supreme Court did;
we would make sure that we could keep
preexisting conditions if the Supreme
Court declared that the Affordable
Care Act was not constitutional. The
Democrats blocked it.

I have been up here 2 years, and I
have never seen once my Republican
colleagues want to reduce spending for
Medicaid.

What I do think is unfair is, in my
State of Florida, what money we re-
ceive from the Federal Government is
significantly less per person than what
a State like New York has. So I would
like changes to the Medicaid Program.
I would like it to be a fair program in
which States like Florida will get
treated just as well as States like New
York.
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 798

Madam President, I rise today to dis-
cuss an insane issue in the Democrats’
COVID spending bill that we need to
fix.

Tucked into the Democratic bill is a
provision to give $1,400 stimulus checks
to inmates. That is right. As our Na-
tion faces a public health crisis and a
crippling debt crisis, Democrats are
handing out stimulus checks with your
tax dollars to Federal inmates who
don’t pay income taxes, have all their
needs—food and medical expenses in-
cluded—paid for by taxpayers, and they
do nothing to stimulate the economy.
It simply doesn’t make sense.

My friends and colleagues, Senators
BILL CAssiDY, Tom COTTON, and TED
CRrUZ, tried to fix this by introducing
an amendment to strip this out of the
Democratic bill, but the Democrats
wouldn’t have it.

Senate Democrats voted unani-
mously to block the passage of that
good amendment and chose instead to
waste even more taxpayer dollars by
sending $1,400 checks to inmates.

Let’s talk about what that means for
American taxpayers. There are nearly
1.5 million State and Federal inmates
incarcerated in Federal prisons across
the United States. These are people
convicted of committing serious crimes
and victimizing their fellow Ameri-
cans.

Under this bill the Democrats passed,
American taxpayers are on the hook
for $1,400 checks to some of the most
heinous people we have ever seen. I am
talking about people like the racist
Charleston Church shooter, Dylann
Roof; serial rapist and predator, Larry
Nassar; aspiring terrorist, Muhammad
Dakhlalla, who tried to join ISIS and is
now in prison in Georgia; convicted se-
rial Kkiller and rapist, Mark Goudeau,
who is on death row in Arizona; con-
victed cop killer, Michael Addison, who
is on death row in New Hampshire; and
the monster who Kkilled 17 innocent
Floridians in Parkland at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School on Feb-
ruary 14, 2018.

How could anyone—anyone—possibly
justify sending checks to these people?

If we send $1,400 checks to all State
and Federal inmates, all 1.5 million,
that is more than $2 billion—$2 billion
in taxpayer money going to stimulus
checks for inmates.

That is $2 billion that could be used
to help our small businesses recover; $2
billion that could be used to enhance
vaccine development and distribution
so that more Americans can get the
shots they need to move us forward and
away from this virus; $2 billion that
could be used to pay down some of our
massive debt. There are so many posi-
tive uses for these funds that provide a
real return for American taxpayers,
but sending them to inmates isn’t one
of them. It is an unjustifiable expense
that does nothing to fight COVID-19.

Today, I ask for full support of this
body to strip this bad policy from law.
We cannot forget that America is in a
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debt crisis. I have been talking about it
for a while, and I won’t stop talking
about it because it is a crisis my Demo-
cratic colleagues still don’t seem to
understand.

Right now, our Nation is headed to-
ward $30 trillion in debt. Think about
that—3$30 trillion. The U.S. debt will be
equal to $240,000 per taxpayer. That is
insane. And what are the Democrats
doing to rein in this unsustainable
debt? Absolutely nothing.

In fact, the Democrats’ wasteful and
untargeted spending bill, which will
raise the debt from $28 trillion to $30
trillion contains loads of handouts and
provisions, just like this one, that
recklessly spend on their priorities un-
related to COVID.

That is why I sent a letter to the
Biden administration on Monday, urg-
ing him to rescind hundreds of billions
in waste from this bill and create a tar-
geted approach Americans truly need.

It is clear that Democrats are living
in a fantasy land where debt doesn’t
matter, spending has no consequences,
and inflation is impossible. Of course,
reasonable Americans know that is not
true.

The Biden administration needs to
take immediate action to request the
rescission of the non-COVID-related,
liberal agenda-driven, and wasteful
funding found throughout this bill.

So I will keep fighting to cut down
on this liberal wish list. Today, we can
start that important work and pass my
bill to not only save $2 billion from
going to inmates who have no need for
the money, but also show the American
people that Congress is committed to
remaining fully accountable to the
American people for the proper stew-
ardship of tax dollars.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of S. 798, in-
troduced earlier today. I further ask
that the bill be considered read a third
time and passed and that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, re-
serving the right to object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Oregon.

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President,
today the Republicans are showing
some real chutzpa.

On this issue, Republicans were for it
before they were against it. Today,
they claim to want to target prisoners.
The real harm they are doing is to in-
nocent children and families.

I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The junior Senator from Florida.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, it is hard to imagine that my col-
league just rose in opposition to this
good bill.

Let’s be clear. By objecting to this
bill, Democrats are standing in full
support of spending $2 billion to send
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$1,400 checks to inmates. Democrats
want to spend $2 billion in taxpayer
money to send checks to people in pris-
on, convicted of committing serious
crimes and victimizing their fellow
Americans.

That means Democrats are saying
that they want American taxpayers to
be on the hook for $1,400 checks to
some of the most heinous criminals we
have ever seen—people like Dylann
Roof and the Parkland shooter.

How can anyone justify sending
checks to these people? Let’s remem-
ber, inmates don’t pay income taxes.
They have all their needs, food and
medical expenses included, paid for by
taxpayers. They don’t do anything to
stimulate our economy.

I do hope my colleague will recon-
sider his objection and stand with me
in putting accountability to American
taxpayers over this insane policy that
does nothing but throw $2 billion we
don’t have out the window.

Thank you, Madam President.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I
wish you and I wish everyone a happy
St. Patrick’s Day. It is a big day for
celebration up in Boston and all of
Massachusetts and all across the coun-
try and the world. On St. Patrick’s
Day, everyone is Irish. So I wish every-
one a happy St. Patrick’s Day today.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Madam President, right now on the
floor of the U.S. Senate is a reason not
to be so happy, and that is why I look
forward to very soon casting my vote
to confirm Xavier Becerra to lead the
Department of Health and Human
Services, one of the most qualified and
forward-thinking minds that will have
ever run the Department of Health and
Human Services.

But today, Republicans are using this
confirmation vote to continue their
agenda of obstruction, deflecting at-
tention away from the nominee who
will be the head of the chief Federal
Agency responding to the coronavirus
crisis—all to revive an unnecessary,
blatantly political debate on reproduc-
tive rights. This ridiculous delay tactic
only highlights how out of step with
the American people the Senate Repub-
licans are.

Their anti-choice, anti-woman, and
anti-health rhetoric is on full display
here on the Senate floor, and, sadly, it
is not new. They want to roll back Roe
v. Wade. They want to criminalize
abortion care. They want the govern-
ment to control women and their bod-
ies. They want to roll back title IX
protections for women on university
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campuses and completely gut the title
X program to fund critical healthcare
providers like Planned Parenthood.

Republicans have put in place an
anti-choice majority on the U.S. Su-
preme Court by confirming Justices
Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh and
illegitimately filling Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg’s seat with Amy Coney
Barrett. If there ever were a reason to
abolish the filibuster, it is to ensure
that we pass legislation to expand the
Supreme Court so it cannot overturn
Roe v. Wade and set us back decades in
the fight for equal access to healthcare
in our country.

But here today, the Republicans are
attempting to disrupt the nomination
of our Secretary of Health and Human
Services with a craven political play to
their base at the expense of the health
of Americans. They would rather play
politics than confirm President Biden’s
Cabinet nominees. They would rather
remain beholden to the far-right’s in-
terest groups than do the work the
American people sent us here to do.

For the past 4 years, the Trump ad-
ministration emboldened these groups
with dangerous rhetoric and far-right
policies. But in November, how did the
American people respond? They voted
him out and gave the Democrats the
Senate majority. Americans entrusted
us to serve them, not fringe interest
groups who want to turn back the
clocks on healthcare and women’s
rights. That is why I stand on the floor
of the U.S. Senate today to say abor-
tion is healthcare.

We cannot stand for any more dis-
parities, delays, or denials. More than
ever in this country, we need to stand
up and raise our voices against the Re-
publican’s work to restrict access to
reproductive health services. We have a
fight ahead of us—a fight to protect re-
productive freedom, a fight to make
sure that birth control is affordable
and available, and a fight for title X to
ensure that low-income patients re-
ceive quality family planning and re-
productive health services.

Voters expect the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration to take bold steps to pro-
tect and expand access to reproductive
healthcare and freedoms, to ensure
that every person has the fundamental
right to make their own healthcare de-
cisions, and they expect it because
they want it.

Public support for Roe v. Wade is at
a record high. Seventy-seven percent of
Americans support that historic Su-
preme Court decision. That goes be-
yond a simple majority to an over-
whelming consensus. A couple of years
ago, one analysis of polling found that
there is not a single State in the
United States where a majority of vot-
ers support ‘“‘making abortion illegal in
all circumstances.”” The American peo-
ple have moved past that debate that
Republicans seem committed to resus-
citating on the floor today. They are
on the wrong side of history and the
wrong side of the American people.

So as Republicans try to hijack this
confirmation vote on Xavier Becerra,
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all I can say is, enough. Enough with
the era of extreme bodily discrimina-
tion. Enough with outside entities tak-
ing control over what a woman can and
cannot do with her body. Enough with
mounting barriers to reproductive
services and birth control. Enough
with criminalization of abortion care.
Enough with creating roadblocks for
poor women, immigrant women, and
women of color to get equal access to
healthcare. Enough with this offensive
debate steeped in misogyny, partisan-
ship, and tyranny.

It is time to guarantee quality, af-
fordable healthcare regardless of race,
status, or gender. It is time to rectify
the healthcare and reproductive injus-
tices that have cost too many lives for
too long. We must move away from the
antiquated and ideological debate over
women’s bodies and recognize the
spaces in which our government can
promote equity. We can reshape policy
to reflect the constitutional rights of
all people.

By delaying Xavier Becerra’s nomi-
nation to be Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Republicans seem
more interested in denying the health
rights of half of Americans than in pro-
tecting the health of all Americans.

Plain and simple, Xavier Becerra is
exceedingly qualified to be our next
Health and Human Services Secretary.
He has proven that he prioritizes
science and facts, believes in each per-
son’s right to make health and medical
decisions about their own bodies, and is
dedicated to fighting for those most
vulnerable in our society. His record
and support for reproductive freedom
reflect the will of the vast majority of
Americans who support legal access to
abortion. He is committed to reproduc-
tive freedom and understands the im-
portance of ensuring people have access
to the accurate information they need
to make the best decisions for their
lives and for their families.

Xavier Becerra knows what is at
stake, and I have the utmost con-
fidence that he will lead with convic-
tion, with compassion, and with care,
and is ready to undo the damage that
has been done by his predecessors.

As America continues to battle the
coronavirus pandemic, his confirma-
tion is long overdue. I am proud to sup-
port Xavier Becerra today as Secretary
of Health and Human Services. He will
be one of the greatest Secretaries our
country has ever known.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from New Jersey.

ELECTION SECURITY

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I
come to the floor today to discuss yes-
terday’s report from the Intelligence
Committee, a public report, which con-
firmed what we all suspected last year:
that the Russian Federation favored
Donald Trump’s reelection and sought
to influence the outcome by amplifying
attacks on Joe Biden and his family.
While the scale of interference appears
to be less than what we saw in 2016, the
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receptiveness of Trump’s inner circle
appears to have been about the same.
They were open for business.

I am not here to relitigate the 2016 or
2020 elections; I am here to raise my
concern with the fact that, for two
election cycles in a row now, the Re-
publican Party’s nominee for President
sought to mnormalize foreign inter-
ference in our elections. And I want to
be clear. It is wrong, it is hostile, it is
undemocratic, and it must stop if you
want the American people to have the
confidence in the legitimacy and the
credibility of our elections going for-
ward.

This is not about party; this is about
the durability of our democracy. Ev-
eryone in this body has an important
role to play in rejecting foreign inter-
ference and restoring trust in our elec-
tion process.

While the contents of the report
came as no surprise, its findings were
nonetheless breathtaking. Our intel-
ligence community is highly con-
fident—the highest assessment they
have on any given issue—in its assess-
ment that Vladimir Putin was involved
in the operation whereby Andrii
Derkach and Konstantin Kilimnik suc-
cessfully manipulated President
Trump’s inner circle, including his per-
sonal attorney, Rudy Giuliani.

Thankfully, the American people had
better sense than Mr. Giuliani and re-
jected the Kremlin-backed lies about
Joe Biden and his family. That, how-
ever, does not diminish the fact that
the Russian Government undertook
this effort and the former President
welcomed it. The Russian interference
detailed in this report occurred at the
very same time the Trump administra-
tion sought to publicly downplay the
role played by Russia.

This report was mandated by Con-
gress and for good reason. Americans
deserve to know exactly who is inter-
fering in our democracy and how. As I
said before, everyone has a role to play,
including the American people. We
have to encourage Americans to prac-
tice better cyber security and to scru-
tinize the information they see on the
web. Carefully examining social media
posts before sharing them must become
the new hallmark of a patriotic, active,
and informed citizenry. And our social
media companies must do a better job
stopping the proliferation of foreign
disinformation on their platforms.

The health of our democracy depends
on this vigilance. The Kremlin will
continue to attack our elections and
seek to sow divisions among us. We
have a responsibility to resist this in-
terference and not make their job any
easier.

We live in a media environment
where Donald Trump and his Repub-
lican allies continue to this day to pro-
mote unhinged conspiracy theories
that the election was stolen. The intel-
ligence report confirms this is not true.

Some Republican officials have pro-
moted wild conspiracy theories that
China supported Democratic cam-
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paigns. The intelligence report con-
firms this was not true.

Former President Trump and his al-
lies still assert that Venezuela manipu-
lated voting machines. A companion
report by the Department of Justice
and Homeland Security confirmed this
is not true.

We must come to terms with the fact
that while Russia has aggressively pro-
moted disinformation in our country,
the most pernicious engine of lies in
the United States is cast by the former
President himself.

Knowing the facts sets a foundation
for action, and I look forward to engag-
ing with this administration on meas-
ures to respond to our intelligence
community’s findings. There should be
sanctions required in response to this
interference, and the administration
should move quickly to impose them.

I welcome the approach thus far by
the Biden administration as it crafts a
Russia policy that calls out Kremlin
aggression when it happens and takes
strong measures in response. The sanc-
tions imposed in response to the
Navalny assassination attempt dem-
onstrate that such reckless and dan-
gerous behavior will not be tolerated.
And our efforts to hold the Kremlin ac-
countable will include close coordina-
tion with our European allies.

The package of sanctions announced
on March 2 shows how committed the
Biden administration is to confronting
Kremlin aggression. This type of rigor
in the development of sanctions pack-
ages is a welcome reminder of how our
government should work. The Navalny
sanctions were a good first step, and I
look forward to soon seeing the results
of the administration’s review of Rus-
sia policy. In my view, we need a strat-
egy that accomplishes four main goals.

One, limiting the Kremlin’s ability to
interfere in our democracy as well as
those of our allies and partners. This
includes a comprehensive plan to
counter Russian-generated propaganda
and corruption around the world.

Two, standing up for our friends in
Ukraine who are literally on the
frontlines battling Kremlin aggression.
They need our diplomatic support in
Europe. They need our security assist-
ance to defend themselves. They need
our encouragement to reform demo-
cratic institutions. I hope that Presi-
dent Biden will soon speak with Presi-
dent Zelensky to send these important
messages.

Three, we have a responsibility to en-
gage with the Russian Government
when it is in our national security in-
terests. I supported the extension of
the New START agreement and urge
the administration to continue to ad-
vance arms control policies that ad-
vance stability and our national secu-
rity.

Finally, our Russia policy must ex-
tend a hand to the Russian people,
many of whom have courageously
turned out by the thousands in opposi-
tion to Putin and his government.
Their struggle for democracy is theirs,
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not ours, but we must make clear that
our disagreements are not with them
but with Vladimir Putin and his cor-
rupt, autocratic regime.

Defending our elections isn’t just
about strong cyber measures, pro-
tecting the ballot box, and promoting
better practices on social media. It is
about having a foreign policy that
clearly communicates our values and
interests, one that leaves no room for
debate over the openness of any Amer-
ican President to foreign interference.
It is about a foreign policy that recog-
nizes how the Kremlin’s efforts to
weaken democracy in Ukraine or in
other European countries ultimately
threatens democracy here in the
United States. It is about a foreign pol-
icy that works with allies and part-
ners, not one that denigrates them at
every turn.

The intelligence community is get-
ting better at detecting and guarding
against interference, but we must re-
main vigilant. Russia and other foreign
actors will continue to attack our
democratic process. Their tactics may
evolve, but their intentions remain the
same, and we need to stay one step
ahead of them.

The Biden administration is off to a
good start in defending our democracy.
As chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee, I look forward to working
together to advance policies that re-
flect America’s time-honored demo-
cratic values both at him and abroad.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Madam President, parliamentary in-
quiry: Is there a time limit that we are
in the midst of?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are in
postcloture on the Becerra nomination.
Each Senator has up to 1 hour.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Further parliamen-
tary inquiry: Is there a limit on time
divided by side or is the floor open re-
gardless?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The floor
is open to any Senator who seeks rec-
ognition.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Thank you.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Madam President, just switching
very briefly, I want to urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of the
nomination of Xavier Becerra to serve
as Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.

I consider Mr. Becerra a friend. I had
the privilege of serving with him in the
House of Representatives. In fact, we
both came to Congress at the same
time, a time, I might add, when there
were far fewer Latinos elected to Fed-
eral office than we have today.

As a member of the Ways and Means
Subcommittee on Health, Mr. Becerra
frequently spoke up for the many
Americans left behind by our
healthcare system: seniors facing sky-
high prescription drug bills, patients
with preexisting conditions, children,
and the working poor.

Furthermore, he played an active
role in the effort to pass the Affordable
Care Act, a landmark law that since
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2010 has changed the lives of millions of
Americans in New Jersey and across
the Nation for the better.

As California’s attorney general, no
one has fought harder to protect the
Affordable Care Act than Xavier
Becerra. And if confirmed to this posi-
tion, no one will work harder to pro-
tect and improve access to healthcare
than he will.

As the first Secretary of Health and
Human Services of Latino descent, I
know that Mr. Becerra will focus a
great deal on addressing the health dis-
parities that are harming so many
lower income and minority commu-
nities nationwide, disparities we saw
played out over the past year as
COVID-19 claimed a disproportionate
number of Black and Brown lives.

Mr. Becerra will also work to undo
the damage wrought by the Trump ad-
ministration to our healthcare system,
from weakening nursing home stand-
ards that left seniors more vulnerable
in this pandemic to allowing health in-
surers to, once again, sell shoddy,
skimpy plans to consumers that failed
to protect them from massive medical
bills.

And, finally, I want to address some
of the criticisms I have heard from my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
regarding Mr. Becerra’s qualifications.
The notion that Mr. Becerra has no
managerial experience is laughable,
given that as California’s attorney gen-
eral, he has successfully led the second
largest Justice Department in the Na-
tion, second only to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice.

And it is not lost on me that those
questioning Mr. Becerra’s credentials
are the very same colleagues who
claim that Congressman Tom Price’s
background as a doctor qualified him
to lead an Agency that touches the
lives of every single person in our great
land. Well, he was a disaster and did
not last a full year as Secretary of
HHS. And the immediate past Sec-
retary was a lawyer who did a good job
in his pharmaceutical firm of dramati-
cally pushing up insulin prices.

So I am confident that both Mr.
Becerra’s passion for healthcare issues,
as demonstrated throughout his tenure
in Congress, and his record as Califor-
nia’s attorney general will serve him
well as Secretary of Health and Human
Services.

I urge my colleagues to support his
nomination. He will lead this Agency
with integrity and, most importantly,
make the health of the American peo-
ple his No. 1 priority.

With that, I yield the floor and thank
my colleague from Ohio for indulging
my time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Ohio.

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I rise
to speak in favor of Xavier Becerra, as
Senator MENENDEZ just did.

Like Senator MENENDEZ, when Xa-
vier and I came, we all were in the first
class in 1992 together. I consider him a
friend also and have admired the work
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that he did as a Member of Congress, as
attorney general, and the work that he
will do at HHS.

In the middle of the worst health cri-
sis of our lifetime, we need someone
leading this Department who under-
stands the importance of public health
and who will work to build a stronger,
more affordable healthcare system for
the future. That 1is what Xavier
Becerra will do.

He has the experience for this job. As
Senator MENENDEZ pointed out, he ran
the Nation’s second largest law firm.
He helped pass the Affordable Care Act,
as a Member of the House, that ex-
panded coverage to millions of Ohioans
and tens of millions of Americans.

I think the Republican opposition, all
partisan opposition, to Attorney Gen-
eral Becerra for Secretary of HHS, as
Senator CASEY pointed out, is all about
their opposition to the Affordable Care
Act, their opposition to expansion of
Medicaid. I heard one Senator after an-
other say their State isn’t treated
right by Medicaid, but they didn’t even
expand Medicaid in many of those
States.

As State attorney general, he took
on tobacco companies, drug companies,
opioid manufacturers, and polluters.
That is another reason Republicans op-
pose him, because he took on their big-
gest contributors and their sponsors
and the people they come to the Senate
and fight for. That willingness to stand
up to big drug companies is going to be
more important than ever in the years
ahead.

The cost of prescription drugs eats
away at the budget of seniors and fami-
lies in Cleveland and Akron and Mans-
field and Youngstown and Dayton. I
look forward to working with future
Secretary Becerra to bring down those
drug prices. I also hope we can work to-
gether to expand the Affordable Care
Act and to make it work even better
for the families.

We started this month, and the Pre-
siding Officer from Wisconsin was a
part of this, with the American Rescue
Plan. People buying healthcare in the
ACA exchanges are going to have lower
premiums because of the rescue plan.

Mr. Becerra will work to undo the
vast disparities in healthcare in our
country. This pandemic has been the
great revealer. It has shown how un-
equal access to care and pollution and
biases in the system and so much else
have hurt the health of Black and
Brown Americans for generations.

We need to start with getting accu-
rate data on how different commu-
nities have been hurt by this pandemic,
something I have pushed for over the
past year and something I know will be
a priority to the new Secretary of
Health and Human Services.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
confirming him so he can work to help
get every American vaccinated, to ex-
pand PPE and COVID testing supplies,
and to build a stronger healthcare sys-
tem for the future.
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CONFIRMATION OF KATHERINE C. TAI

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, for
decades, Ohio workers have watched
the spread of a corporate business
model where companies shut down pro-
duction in Toledo or Dayton or Gallip-
olis or Youngstown. They collected a
tax break to move jobs to Mexico or
China where they can exploit workers
only to sell their products back into
the United States. Ohioans live with
those consequences every day.

Last week, 81 workers in Bucyrus,
OH, had their jobs outsourced to China,
where GE-Savant moved production of
its high-efficiency light bulbs overseas.
Now, 81 union workers are facing tough
conversations at the kitchen tables:
How will their families survive; will
they fall behind on their rent or their
mortgage; do they move away with
their Kkids; will their kids have to
change schools—all those decisions
that families have to make when work-
ers or when plants shut down and move
overseas.

The Presiding Officer from Wisconsin
has been involved in this fight ever
since her career began in the House 20-
plus years ago, and I have worked
alongside with her to make sure that
we have a different trade policy. But
when one production line closes, the
ripple effect extends, as we know, to
the whole community, to other work-
ers and communities in the supply
chain.

Yesterday, people in Northeast Ohio,
in the Cleveland area, woke up to head-
lines about yet another American cor-
poration deciding to build things in
Mexico instead of Ohio with Ford
breaking its promise to invest $900 mil-
lion in Avon Lake.

I got a call 2 days ago from a
smalltown mayor, John Hunter, mayor
of Sheffield Lake, OH, a longtime
Ford—he was a Ford worker, retired,
now mayor of Sheffield Village. He
talked about how Ford had promised,
at the bargaining table in 2019, that
they would invest $900 million in this
Avon Lake plant. Ohioans are tired of
watching corporation after corporation
abandon the workers and communities
that have made their businesses suc-
cessful.

We are being told that production of
cheap, simple products will be shipped
overseas, while innovative, high-value
products will be made in the United
States by American workers. We see in
Bucyrus, we see in Avon Lake that
that is just not true, and we are sick of
it. Our trade policy has to change.

That is why today was a good day for
this country. Katherine Tai was con-
firmed by this body 98 to nothing. She
understands trade policy. She is the
right leader to take us in a new direc-
tion on trade with American workers
at the center. She is a serious expert.
She is respected on both sides of the
aisle. We saw that in that vote today.
She has a proven track record of mak-
ing progress for workers.

Last year, I voted for a trade agree-
ment for the first time ever in my ca-
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reer because of our work with Senator
WYDEN to fix the Trump administra-
tion’s corporate trade agreement. He
said it was a new NAFTA. It was really
a tired, old, mostly the same NAFTA,
rebranded as USMCA. We went to
work. We secured groundbreaking new
worker protections. Katherine Tai was
one of the Kkey policymakers who
worked with us to make that happen.
She was in the negotiations. She was in
the discussions. She helped Senator
WYDEN and I make this a much better
bill that people, like a whole lot of us,
as progressives, pro-worker Senators,
could vote for.

Her work helped us make the first
improvement to enforcing labor stand-
ards in our trade agreements enforce-
able, serious labor standards, since we
have been negotiating them.

We know why companies close fac-
tories in Ohio and open them in Mex-
ico. They can pay lower wages. They
can take advantage of workers who
don’t have rights. American workers
can’t compete. We get a race to the
bottom on wages and benefits.

The only way of stopping it is raising
labor standards in every country we
trade with and making sure those labor
standards are enforced.

That is what Katherine Tai will do.
She will enforce the laws we already
have. She will stand up for American
workers. She will fight for American
businesses when countries cheat the
rules. She will work with us to level
the playing field so steelworkers and
autoworkers and communication work-
ers in Ohio and Wisconsin and all over
the country can compete.

She won’t allow corporate lobbyists
to write trade agreements. We have
seen it. Since I came to the Congress,
we have seen it with NAFTA. We have
seen it with CAFTA. We have seen it
with PNTR. We have seen it with
agreement after agreement after agree-
ment: Corporate lobbyists write trade
agreements. Workers are locked out of
the room.

Now, with U.S. Trade Rep Tai’s con-
firmation—the nominee, of course—I
asked her what she will do to start to
regain the trust of Americans in trade.
She said:

You start by listening.

She then talked about the Mahoning
Valley, Youngstown area in my State,
listening to and understanding the con-
cerns of communities that have gotten
hurt over and over.

The administration’s outline for its
2021 agenda, trade agenda, which Miss
Tai will be charged with carrying out,
says that ‘‘trade policy should respect
the dignity of work.”

Trade policy should respect the dignity of
work and value Americans as workers and
wage earners.

Imagine that; that our trade policy,
never before have we seen this respect-
ing the dignity of work and valuing
Americans as workers and wage earn-
ers. That is the kind of thinking we
need leading our trade policy.

As the first woman of color to ever
serve as the President’s chief trade ad-
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viser, Katherine Tai knows how impor-
tant it is for the people in the room
making trade decisions to actually re-
flect, to actually reflect the diverse
workforce that our trade policy affects.

We know one good appointment and
one good provision won’t stop out-
sourcing, but I am always going to be
straight with American workers. We
have come a long, long way, but we
have a long, long way to go to undo the
damage our trade policies have done
over the past three decades.

As the Presiding Officer, I have stood
up to Presidents of both parties on
trade throughout my career. That is
not going to change. One of my proud-
est votes was one of my first votes, and
that was against the North American
Free Trade Agreement.

I will continue to watch closely what
this administration does. If they show
any hint of reverting back to the old
way of doing things, of letting corpora-
tions dictate trade policy at the ex-
pense of workers, they will hear about
it from me. This is going to be a con-
stant effort over many years.

As thrilled as I am with Katherine
Tai, we know we still have a job to do
to reorient trade agreements and trade
laws that are a priority; that our em-
phasis no longer is corporations, but it
is American workers. It has to be cou-
pled with real investment in the com-
munities that have been hollowed out
because of Washington’s and Wall
Street’s past mistakes. It has to be
paired with an overhaul of our Tax
Code to end, once and for all, the tax
breaks paid for by Ohioans and others
to send production overseas.

Trade doesn’t happen in a vacuum.
Our policies must work together to cre-
ate a global market where workers are
treated with dignity; they are safe on
the job; they are paid fair wages; they
are able to bargain collectively; they
are able to bargain collectively for bet-
ter pay and benefits.

When you love this country, you
fight for the people who make it work.
That is what Katherine Tai will do.

I thank my colleagues for the strong
vote in support of her confirmation.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-
ior Senator from Maryland.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today in strong support for
the confirmation of California’s attor-
ney general, Xavier Becerra, to be the
next Secretary of Health and Human
Services.

I am absolutely confident that Mr.
Becerra has the knowledge, the experi-
ence, the skills, and, just as impor-
tantly, the values and principles re-
quired of this job—a job that will play
a key role in beating the coronavirus
and tackling the urgent issues of eq-
uity and affordability now facing our
healthcare system.

I am especially confident in my as-
sessment of Xavier Becerra because I
have known him personally for years,
both as a former colleague and as a
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friend. I first met then-Congressman
Becerra in the House of Representa-
tives, where he served for over two dec-
ades with myself and the Presiding Of-
ficer and others, and where he was a
champion for the healthcare rights of
the American people, working over-
time to make sure that every Amer-
ican had access to quality, affordable
healthcare.

We served together in the House
Democratic leadership, and we served
together on the House Ways and Means
Committee. So I have had an oppor-
tunity to see his legislative talents up
front and also to witness his love of
service to our country.

We worked together to halt a number
of proposals that maybe some of our
Republican colleagues here in the Sen-
ate were pushing for, including the pro-
posal that continuously appeared in
the House Republican budget to
voucherize the Medicare Program. One
of the former Speakers of the House
wanted to essentially provide seniors
on Medicare with a voucher and send
them out into more of a private mar-
ketplace. It would have ended up put-
ting our seniors more at risk. So to-
gether we did battle that idea.

We served together on what was
known as the Congressional Joint Se-
lect Committee on Deficit Reduction,
also known as the ‘‘supercommittee,”
and known to some as the ‘‘not-so-
super committee.” I saw him work to
try to achieve agreements on some of
the biggest challenges facing our coun-
try, but, like him, we both agreed that
we weren’t going to do that at the ex-
pense of protecting Medicare for sen-
iors, protecting Medicaid as an abso-
lutely essential healthcare safety net
for tens of millions of Americans, and
we were not prepared to provide more
tax cuts to the very wealthiest of
Americans.

It is in that last effort where Xavier
Becerra, I think, really distinguished
himself in the House, when it came to
the issue of equity and healthcare. I
know the Presiding Officer knows well
the battles we all went in together in
the development and passage of the Af-
fordable Care Act, and it was that that
really defined Mr. Becerra’s legacy in
the House.

He championed the Affordable Care
Act from the very start. He helped both
to write and to pass this landmark law
that now helps tens of millions of our
fellow Americans, and after leaving the
Congress, he led the charge to defend
the Affordable Care Act against the
Texas case before the Supreme Court of
the United States.

Now, I know a lot of our Republican
colleagues have also spent years fight-
ing the Affordable Care Act. We have
seen that play out here in the U.S. Sen-
ate within the last couple years. But
the reality is the Affordable Care Act
is very important to the overwhelming
majority of the American people who
support it and is an essential lifeline to
quality, affordable healthcare for tens
of millions of Americans. And it is that
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that Mr. Becerra fought to pass and
which he has fought to defend against
constant attacks in the courts.

There is no question that Xavier
Becerra fights for what he believes is
right, as he should, but that has never
prevented him from working across the
aisle to get things done. As the attor-
ney general in the State of California,
he has repeatedly partnered with Re-
publicans to solve the pressing issues
facing our fellow citizens.

He builds bridges every day and has
worked across party lines to expand ac-
cess to COVID-19 treatments, to con-
front the opioid crisis, and to address
the dangers of vaping and smoking
among our Nation’s youth.

His record shows that Attorney Gen-
eral Becerra fights for what is impor-
tant to the people he represents, not
the party he belongs to, and he has
demonstrated it by example time and
time again with his ability to bridge
deep divisions, even during this time of
division. I know that he will fight hard
for each and every one of our fellow
citizens and will not look to see wheth-
er somebody is a Democrat or a Repub-
lican or from some other party. What
he cares about is making sure he is
looking out for the healthcare of every
American.

And, at this moment, everyone in
this country stands to benefit from an
effective leader at the helm of the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices. Our most pressing task is to con-
tain the spread of COVID-19 and to de-
feat COVID-19. That requires clear
messaging on public health measures.
That requires accelerating the dis-
tribution of vaccines and treatment
and testing and making sure we do all
of that in an equitable way. That
means safely guiding the opening of
our schools, and we all want our stu-
dents to get back to school as quickly
as possible and as safely as possible.

As the attorney general of California,
he has led one of the largest depart-
ments of justice in the country, and, in
that capacity, has stood up for strong
consumer and worker protections
throughout this pandemic and before,
and I trust that he will continue to do
so for all Americans as Secretary of
HHS, if confirmed.

We know that this public emergency
and health crisis has been a blow to our
country. It has also laid bare the fault
lines in our healthcare system in terms
of racial inequities, inaccessibility for
underserved communities, and under-
investment in our public health infra-
structure. These issues, of course, pre-
dated COVID-19, but we must tackle
them with renewed urgency as we
emerge from this crisis.

Mr. Becerra is equipped to root out
these disparities, both because of his
knowledge and skill and expertise but
also because of his lived experience.
Xavier grew up in a working-class
Latino family. He knows the commu-
nities that are hurting most because he
has lived in those communities. He
would bring to this important office
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not only his expertise and skill but the
empathy and the compassion needed to
help those most in need.

Like most of us, Mr. Becerra is also
guided and motivated by what makes
him most proud: his family. At his con-
firmation hearing, he spoke movingly
about his wife and his children, who
are all a part of all that he does. And
he spoke about his parents, who trav-
eled to this country from Mexico seek-
ing a better life, with nothing more
than, in Xavier’s words, ‘‘their health
and their hope.”

It is that health and that hope that
propelled Mr. Becerra into a life of pub-
lic service, and it is that health and
that hope that will animate his leader-
ship at the Department of Health and
Human Services, should he be con-
firmed by this Senate.

He was brought up in a family that
believed in and sought the American
dream, and he has spent his life fight-
ing to make that dream real for fami-
lies across this Nation. He believes, as
I believe, that that mission requires us
to care for the health and safety of
each and every one of our fellow citi-
zens, and I have full confidence that he
is up to the task.

Colleagues, I urge us to confirm the
nomination of Xavier Becerra to be the
next Secretary of the Department of
Health and Human Services.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). The Senator from Indiana.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 730

Mr. BRAUN. Madam President, this
past year has been hard on Hoosiers
and Americans across the country.
When the economy was shut down,
Congress got to work. Given my back-
ground as a business owner, I was in-
volved in negotiating the Paycheck
Protection Program, known as PPP, as
part of the CARES Act, one of five bills
that passed in 2020 with overwhelming
support, I think 90-plus votes. We
worked it out, Democrats and Repub-
licans, together.

Those COVID-related packages to-
taled $4 trillion, and we didn’t have a
penny saved up ahead of time to pre-
pare for it. That is part of a deeper
problem with this institution, is that
we borrow anything that we spend
money on, even 23 percent of our an-
nual operating budget. To put that in
perspective, imagine if you had a busi-
ness doing $100,000 in revenue, and you
are losing $23,000, and then you go to
your banker and expect them to bail
you out. It wouldn’t make sense.

We came into 2021 with over $1 tril-
lion from those packages unspent, un-
obligated. Instead of working with us
like before, Democrats did shut us out
of the process. In fact, the Senate as a
whole did not work the bill through
committees. It was laid to us, on the
Senate, by the House, all $1.9 trillion of
it.

Before this, some Republicans went
to the White House to talk with the
President about a bipartisan plan,
knowing all the money would be bor-
rowed again, but nothing came to fru-
ition. Instead, we stayed up all night;



S1600

finished the bill at noon the next day,
Saturday; spent 29 hours on the floor,
and not a single Republican amend-
ment was adopted in this massive
spending bill.

Instead of focusing on the virus and
getting our economy back on track,
this became an exercise in ramming
something through that was a liberal
wish list. Only 1 percent of the bill—1
percent of the bill—went toward the
vaccine. Less than 9 percent goes to-
ward COVID-19 public health issues
generally.

While the Congressional Budget Of-
fice projects the economy to return to
prepandemic levels by midyear, only 5
percent of the $130 billion for K-12
schools gets spent this year, and none
of it is tied to reopening our schools,
which many States had shut down
early and opened up late.

Included in this package is a whop-
ping $350 billion for State and local
governments. I had a conversation with
our own Governor 2, 3 weeks ago. A
place like Indiana, and I believe West
Virginia as well, probably runs bal-
anced budgets. We do it with the guard-
rail of a constitutional amendment.
Many other States, if they don’t have a
constitutional amendment, they have a
statute. In other words, you do what
households do. You do what all busi-
nesses do. You live within your means.
And here, when you run your State
governments in a way that in good
times, you can’t make ends meet, and
you look to the Federal Government to
bail out your bad governance, it is a
whole nother issue.

Even left-leaning economists and
think tanks are worried about what
this is going to do down the road be-
cause most of the time, you don’t feel
the repercussions until later. And, of
course, that could show up in inflation.
It could show up in a way similar to
what we dealt with in the late seven-
ties and the early eighties.

Forty-four States had surpluses last
year, when you look at COVID funding.
Many places, like California, had sur-
pluses. Then they reconfigured how
this was done not based on pro rata
population but rewarded the States
with the highest unemployment levels.
It sounds bizarro to me.

Governor Holcomb in Indiana has
done a great job balancing the econ-
omy with public safety, and that is
why our unemployment rate is now
close to a full employment rate. It was
the lowest in the Midwest going into it
because we have a good business cli-
mate, and we have a low cost of living.
Things work there. Sadly, the Demo-
crats’ bill punishes States like Indiana
for safely reopening. The higher a
State’s unemployment rate, again, the
more bailout money you get propor-
tionately.

But it goes one step further, and this
is the part that caught my attention. I
am interested in hearing the expla-
nation for it. I think it was a sneaky
maneuver when you put it in such a
large bill that had other doozies like
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stimulus checks for undocumented im-
migrants, for felons, all kinds of stuff
that I think, when you look at it,
shouldn’t have been in there. But when
it is that massive—it takes 10, 11 hours
to read out loud—you are going to get
some of that. What this does is say
that if a State takes Federal money,
they cannot lower their State taxes in
any way through 2024.

First of all, I believe this is unconsti-
tutional and coercive. Second, we
should never punish States for putting
taxpayers first. We serve the public and
should be good stewards of their
money, and especially a place like this
that runs the way it does day in and
day out should not be telling States
that run their operations responsibly
that they cannot do what they want
with spending or taxation.

My bill strikes the provision that
prohibits States’ ability to change rev-
enues as they see fit for their State’s
unique needs.

Second, my bill strips out the report-
ing requirement where States have to
tell the Federal Government about
every revenue source and amount of
money they take in. This place ought
to be doing that routinely to all the
people who send it revenue.

This bill has the support of over 25
groups, including the American Legis-
lative Exchange Council, Americans
for Prosperity, Americans for Tax Re-
form, Citizens Against Government
Waste, Club for Growth,
FreedomWorks, Heritage Action for
America, Independent Women’s Forum,
and the National Taxpayers Union,
among others. We expect many more to
join in coming days. I am sure many
stakeholders in Indiana and in West
Virginia not mentioned will throw in
support as well.

Lastly, I would like to thank the Fi-
nance Committee ranking member,
Senator CRAPO, for cosponsoring this
legislation—and others, including Sen-
ators BLACKBURN, CAPITO, INHOFE,
MARSHALL, RUBIO, RICK ScOTT, TILLIS,
and Senator YOUNG from my home
State.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committee on Fi-
nance be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 730 and the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration. I
further ask that the bill be considered
read a third time and passed and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. MANCHIN. Reserving the right
to object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, my
good friend the Senator from Indiana—
I am hoping this is a misunder-
standing, and I hope I can explain it be-
cause I was very much involved in this
process.

First of all, as a former Governor, I
know about the budget process. I know
about balanced budgets. I used to meet
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every Tuesday afternoon. As Governor,
I would have my finance people come
to my office, and we would sit down
and look at the revenue estimates. We
had to make adjustments because we
had a balanced budget amendment.
Isn’t that a novelty, a balanced budget
amendment? We had to live within our
confines. That is something that no
one who has ever been in State govern-
ment or ever run a business under-
stands. I understand that. But it is
something that we did very religiously.

The language in this bill, Senator
from Indiana, the only thing this bill
does—or that language you were con-
cerned about, the only thing it did—
you can cut all you want to. You can
manage all your money the way you
want. You just can’t take Federal
money and use it if you cut your rev-
enue intentionally. That is all. What
we try to do is target where the money
has gone.

So the Treasury, you have to go—as
a State, you go to the Treasury, and
you show the need that you have. You
show the cost—what COVID has cost
your revenue and you are able to have
money to replace that because COVID
caused you that problem.

You have also the ability to use this,
in your State, for three things: water,
sewer, and internet service. So you
have infrastructure that can be done.

Also, what we did in this bill is we
have it going out to 2024, so you are not
going to overheat, if you will—over-
heat or overcharge the economy. They
can spread that out. The State and
local moneys go in two tranches: Half
this year, half next year is what you
can access. The money to every one of
your communities—for the first time,
40 percent of that total money goes di-
rectly, so your large cities will get
money directly from the Treasury.
They have to show how they are using
it for their backfill, not, basically, hav-
ing anything to do with what their tax
revenue is. They just can’t use this
money to backfill tax cuts if they want
to do that. That is pretty simple be-
cause there is not a need for it. If you
can reduce your taxes, then you don’t
need Federal dollars to backfill to
show that you are in good shape. But if
you need it for anything else, you can
use it for that. You can use it for all
these things.

I can tell you—I would assure you
that every incorporated city in Indi-
ana, every county in Indiana has to be
thrilled. They have to be thrilled for
the first time to have control of their
destiny. That was our intention.

In the first CARES package, that
never happened. The first CARES pack-
age went directly to the Governors,
and if the Governors were very prudent
in how they did it—set up a committee,
worked through the legislature—some
did, some didn’t, and there is a lot of
money that never got into the basic fi-
bers of your State or my State. Now
that is not going to be the problem.

Also, they have the ability, if they
have a water project they have been
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trying to do forever and never had the
resources to do it, they can use their
money for that.

If they have a sewer project—I have
said this: How do we pick water, sewer,
and internet? They are not the sexy
things that, basically, Governors and
politicians go out and cut ribbons for—
a sewer line or a water line that is bur-
ied 50 feet down. That is not a sexy
thing.

We knew the infrastructure was fall-
ing apart city by city and the ages of
water lines are over 80 years in most of
our cities. So we tried to do something.

They have until 2024, so they don’t
have to throw it out. It is not shovel-
ready. It is a project you have been
wanting to do but never could afford.

I assure you, we do not want to im-
pede good fiscal management to make
adjustments to do whatever they want
to their tax codes. This does not pro-
hibit that. It just prohibits using and
going to the Federal Treasury and say-
ing: I have a loss of revenue because I
cut $100 billion or I cut $100 million or
a billion dollars out of my State budget
when I reduced taxes, and now I can’t
pay my bills.

Also, you can’t use this money from
the Federal Government for your pen-
sions. That is a responsibility that we
have. We call it OPEB, other postponed
employment benefits. OPEB is other
postponed employment benefits—pen-
sions, healthcare, all the things that
when a person retires from their State,
these are things that the State has a
contract and an obligation for them in
their retirement. It is the responsi-
bility of the States to manage that,
and that, basically, keeps the State in
a good financial position. It keeps your
credit rating up or your credit rating
low if you have managed yourself
through it. This is only to help you
with expenses and extraordinary ex-
penses that you incurred during
COVID. That is all, sir.

I don’t want the State of Indiana or
any State to think that they can’t do
whatever they want to with their
taxes. They just can’t use the Federal
Treasury to backfill something done
deliberately, Dbasically, or self-in-
flicted—a loss of revenue. That is about
it in a nutshell.

COVID-19 is the greatest challenge
we have ever had. I know you men-
tioned a few things. I will tell you this
because my dear friend from Maine is
sitting here. We met quite a bit on the
bill in a bipartisan way, even though a
lot of it did not get in. The bill was big-
ger than what my friends—all of you,
my friends on the Republican side—
could basically vote for. I understand
that.

But please understand there are an
awful lot of things we talked about
that I did everything in my power to
make sure the tranches—spreading
them out, not going it all at one time.
There is the RESTAURANTS Act. Sen-
ator WICKER and Senator SINEMA were
on the RESTAURANTS Act. There
was, basically, the homeless children’s
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bill that Senator MURKOWSKI and my-
self put in there. There was bipartisan-
ship in that.

There should have been a lot more; I
agree. We both know the process some-
times doesn’t work the way we want it
to. But you make every effort you can
to make it work. I did that. Whenever
I talked, I said that this had bipartisan
input. It didn’t come out as a bipar-
tisan vote, but there was bipartisan
input into this piece of legislation, the
best we possibly could.

I think it is a piece of legislation
that we—if you have education, there
is not a school in America today that
should not be able to have a program
where they can make their school the
safest environment that a child should
be in. Every parent should be safe in
thinking their children are in a safe
place because of heating, ventilation—
things that we have in this bill that
allow education to have the resources
it needs and, also, your higher edu-
cation too.

The money that is going out—you
have money going to the stimulus pay-
ments, going to all of your citizens at
$75,000. We put a hard cap. We tried it
to put a hard cap at $75,000 and $150,000.
We found out the first CARES pack-
age—I don’t think that anyone on the
Republican side or the Democrat side
thought someone making $200,000,
$300,000 would be getting money. They
didn’t need a check, but we found out
it happened. We didn’t intend for that
to happen. That is the way the code
read, and that is the way it kind of
slipped into that. We stopped that from
happening here.

So we tried to do everything—and
that, again, came from our bipartisan
group. If it wasn’t for the bipartisan
group talking and saying ‘‘This is
something we can’t do,” I would have
had things I might have missed. I
wouldn’t have known some things that
were of concern to all of us and some of
the atrocities that happened that we
didn’t want to repeat. We did all the
things we could to stop that.

I am very reluctant to object to any
of my Senators, my fellow Senators,
but on this one, sir—if I can work with
you on this—I am objecting because 1
want to have a productive sit-down
with you and we can work on some-
thing together.

Please tell your Governor that he can
cut away if he wants to. He just can’t
go back to the Federal Government
and say: OK, I made a mistake. Now I
need your money.

That is about it in a nutshell. If Indi-
ana can cut and it helps you and grows
your economy, God bless you. If you
have COVID expenses, we are going to
help you. If you have projects—my
goodness, just infrastructure projects—
then there is no impediment there if
you have internet services you need, if
you have water services, and you have
sewer services.

In West Virginia, what we are trying
to do right now is put a team together
that can basically work from this. The
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State has money for those three
tranches of infrastructure. The coun-
ties have it, and the municipalities
have it. The unincorporated towns that
aren’t able to get money directly are
going to count on the county and the
State.

There is so much good to be done to
make it work for you to make sure
they understand. They are elated to
now have a project they never could
finish, like upgrade your services, fin-
ish your water line, have internet serv-
ice you have never had before. These
are all unbelievable opportunities that
we have never had.

The bipartisan SMART Act that was
filed in May 2020 included both of these
guardrails, plus another one required
maintenance of effort. We have that in
there. Maintenance of effort—we put
that back then.

The Bipartisan State and Local Sup-
port of Small Business Protections Act
that was released last December had
exactly the same language. This is not
new language, sir. This is the same lan-
guage that has been there.

They have never been able to backfill
for, basically, discretionary cuts that
they made themselves. It doesn’t pro-
hibit them, the same as it doesn’t pro-
hibit anybody in their State for hav-
ing—and being a former Governor, I am
very partial to the 10th Amendment to
the Constitution, States rights. You
have those rights. Now you have the
assistance also with those rights.

I am hoping to improve everyone’s
situation. I know it does in West Vir-
ginia. I hope it does in Maine. I hope it
does in Indiana, and I think it will.

It is all about making these emer-
gency funds get to the right people. We
are trying to target it. It is something
we have to keep an eye on. I can tell if
we do it and do it right and we are good
stewards, this will get us through this
COVID challenge that we have because
we really don’t know.

I am hoping we come out of this guns
ablazing in July—we come out of this,
and the economy takes off like a rock-
et. Sometimes when they take off, they
tend to level off too.

We want to make sure we are still
out there for 2022, 2023, out to 2024. And
if they do it and do it right, they can.
They can finish their projects and be
able to have the moneys as needed for
emergencies if it has a dip.

With that, we thought we had worked
something, but the language is nothing
new. It is not a surprise. It was not
anything that was put in; it has been in
there. Basically, it is language that
spells out pretty directly how you can
use your money and what money you
can’t acquire. That is the only thing
we did.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. MANCHIN. Yes, there is objec-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Indiana.
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Mr. BRAUN. My friend from West
Virginia explained why this won’t im-
pact Governors and legislatures in
terms of what they can do with their
own fiscal policy. I would say my
friend the Senator from West Virginia
probably ought to check with Governor
Justice and his legislature to see if
they are on the same wavelength there.

When we got input in bringing this
up as an issue and when you are talk-
ing about the American Legislative Ex-
change Council, Americans for Tax Re-
form, Citizens Against Government
Waste—I won’t repeat the rest of the
list—I think it would get down to se-
mantics in this sense: What do you do
if you want to cut tax rates? Then, just
like pre-COVID, we cut taxes, and reve-
nues went up for 3 to 4 years.

How do you measure that com-
plicated equation? In many cases, when
you cut rates, you find a new sweet
spot where you generate more tax rev-
enue. How would you sort all of that
out? Then, if it were not based upon pe-
nalizing States that are most apt to
lower their tax rates because of how
good their economies were pre-COVID,
it would be a different issue as well.

So I am willing to listen in terms of
how that does play out, but for now, I
am going to view it as something, I
think, that is not going to sit well with
many States, their Governors, or their
legislatures and that has a possibility
of being taken to court as being some-
thing that might be unconstitutional.
If T am off base, I am willing to listen,
but I will probably have to bring some
other parties in to make sure that this
isn’t a case of semantics and is real ac-
cording to the way you explain it.

Mr. MANCHIN. Will the Senator
yield?

Mr. BRAUN. Yes, I will yield.

Mr. MANCHIN. First of all, I did have
a nice conversation with Governor Jus-
tice. He and I have disagreed on basic
issues on Tax Code legislation, and we
are trying to work through all of that.
I explained it to him. I said that it
doesn’t do a thing in that it doesn’t im-
pede you at all. If you want to cut, go
ahead and cut. He is still moving
through with the legislation. He might
succeed on that, and he might not.

With that, I will make it very clear
that this is not new language. You can-
not backfill. You cannot backfill. The
only thing you can use your money for
is for COVID expenses. Basically, if
your revenues were down through no
fault of your own, business dropped off,
and your tax collections were down
through no fault of your own, then that
is what this is for. COVID caused you a
problem. It caused you an imposition
and put strain on the services that you
are basically providing to the people of
West Virginia and Indiana.

We want to make sure that your first
responders are there and your edu-
cation is there, that everything is still
running the way it is supposed to. That
is why we have passed five bills in try-
ing to keep things afloat, and we think
we have done that. So it does not im-
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pede that whatsoever. We have also
looked at it constitutionally, and we
are solid on the Constitution.

All we are asking is, does the Federal
Government have a responsibility to
backfill with Treasury dollars a deci-
sion that could be self-inflicted? That
is all. You should live with that or my
State should live with it or reap the
benefits. We are not penalized. Even if
your revenues went up, you still had
COVID expenses you could offset.
Those were legitimate expenses that
you incurred during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The COVID-19 pandemic is what
we are talking about. So if your reve-
nues went up after that, we are not pe-
nalizing you. If they went down, that is
a whole other story because COVID
caused that, but you just can’t cause it
yourself. I think this is it in a nutshell.

Mr. BRAUN. Will the Senator yield?

Mr. MANCHIN. Yes, I will yield.

Mr. BRAUN. I think it begs the ques-
tion in that, by cutting taxes, you are
going to lower gross tax revenues, and
that has been a discussion we have all
had for many years.

I know in places like Indiana—and we
just had it occur here with the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act at the Federal
level—that the CBO—and I was work-
ing with it—was getting close to saying
its original forecast of when you had a
tax cut, which was $1.5 trillion over 10
years, $150 billion per year, wasn’t
working out that way because there is
the phenomenon called: When you find
the sweet spot of taxation, you can cut
taxes and generate more revenue. Then
you penalize a good fiscal move by the
way you are interpreting your reading.

I am willing to get into the nuance to
see if that would muster that par-
ticular case, but I don’t think it would.

Mr. MANCHIN. Will the Senator
yield?

Mr. BRAUN. Yes, I will yield.

Mr. MANCHIN. Senator BRAUN has
always been very kind and very reason-
able, and I look forward to sitting
down with him on this.

What he has said is absolutely cor-
rect in that we are not penalizing. We
don’t intend to penalize anybody who
has made that decision, but the Sen-
ator is talking about a State that has
a balanced budget amendment year in
and year out. There is a time when a
Governor has to make a decision and
go to his legislature and say: Hey, we
are going to be X amount of dollars
short, so we need to cut. So they start
cutting and cutting services. That is
what happens in order to balance the
budget usually—services are cut to the
people.

We are just saying in our piece of leg-
islation here that we have that we
don’t want that to happen because it is
of no fault of your own, but if you cut
your taxes and you are thinking, well,
5 years down the road, we are going to
have more revenue, then that is fine.
You just can’t backfill for that short
period of time and use it for something
for which you have cut revenues, basi-
cally, in a self-inflicting way. It might
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be a self-ingratiating way to where it
will help you down the road, but you
still can’t backfill for that.

Now, for any COVID expenses you
have, absolutely, you can fill that hole.
Show that you have had COVID ex-
penses. If you were to say, “OK. We
filled all of our holes for COVID, and
now we have water, sewer, and inter-
net”’—and trust me, there is not a
place in Indiana or in West Virginia
that doesn’t need help there.

I thank the Senator. I appreciate it.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

(The remarks of Ms. COLLINS per-
taining to the introduction of S. 804 are
printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Ms. COLLINS. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

PROTECT AND SERVE ACT

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I rise in
support of the brave, hard-working
men and women who serve as law en-
forcement officers in our communities
across the Nation. Men and women in
law enforcement risk life and limb
every day to protect public safety and
preserve the rule of law. They truly are
American heroes.

In recognition of their remarkable
service and sacrifice, I am reintro-
ducing the Protect and Serve Act. I
hope every Senator agrees we must do
everything we can to support the men
and women in blue. I also call on my
colleagues to support this common-
sense legislation. It is my hope that
this legislation will unite us on a bi-
partisan basis to support those heroes
who keep us safe.

I can think of no better example of
why we need this legislation than the
events of January 6, right here in this
Chamber and across the Capitol. While
a ruthless, anarchist mob sought to
disrupt and destroy our democracy,
Capitol Police officers bravely kept us
safe from harm while they were being
viciously attacked by the violent mob.
Many of my colleagues saw this first-
hand while they were getting us into a
safe position as the events unfolded
that day.

Because this attack occurred in DC,
though, there are only limited laws in
place to prosecute those who would as-
sault a law enforcement officer. Under
current law, a criminal who assaults a
law enforcement officer with a deadly
weapon or who inflicts bodily injury
could receive anywhere from a fine to
20 years in prison. Under the Protect
and Serve Act, these violent criminals
will receive an additional 10 years in
prison if they assault an officer, and if
they murder or kidnap a law enforce-
ment officer, they could be given life
sentences.

This would apply not only to Federal
law enforcement and Federal prop-
erties, but it could also be used to pros-
ecute criminals at the State and local
levels who target law enforcement offi-
cers. This Federal law would ensure
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that prosecutors have every tool avail-
able to punish those who attack the
men and women in blue.

Nationwide in 2020, 47 law enforce-
ment officers were killed in the line of
duty, and over 300 were shot. Three of
those murdered officers were right in
my home State of North Carolina. So
far in 2021, 14 officers have been killed
in the line of duty, and over 50 have
been shot. Countless others have been
assaulted.

The year 2020 saw the rise of radical
ideas like abolishing the police, which
fueled distrust and disdain for our
brave men and women in blue. Even
while Americans of all views are call-
ing for transparency and account-
ability, the ideas of abolishing and
defunding the police only serve to
deepen the divide in our country and
our communities.

It is sad that Congress even needs to
consider a bill to protect law enforce-
ment officers. The heated rhetoric and
the violent attacks on officers are hav-
ing real world impacts beyond just the
safety of our law enforcement commu-
nity. Across the country, recruitments
are down and retirements are up. We
have cities having to increase funding
for recruiting and finding people that
will replace those who have left the
profession or retired early. This is sad,
but it is not surprising. Law enforce-
ment officers put their lives at risk
every single day. They leave their
spouses and families every morning,
and they don’t know if they are going
to come back.

In 2018, before the antipolice rhetoric
took hold, the House passed the legisla-
tion by an overwhelming vote of 382 to
35—the bill that I am reintroducing—
including 220 Republicans and 162
Democrats. On the floor, every current
Member of the House Democratic lead-
ership voted in favor of this legislation,
including Speaker PELOSI.

This has been bipartisan legislation,
and it should be bipartisan legislation
today, which is why I call on all of my
colleagues—Members of the Republican
caucus and the Democratic caucus—to
join us in support of this commonsense
and needed legislation.

Congress must pass the Protect and
Serve Act right away and boldly say
that there is no escape from justice for
dangerous criminals who intentionally
assault and kill our hard-working,
dedicated law enforcement officers.

I urge the American people: Call your
Senators. Ask them to support the
measure. Tell them that you want this
bill passed and our law enforcement of-
ficers protected. Don’t be silent. Help
me fight for the men and women in
blue, because they are counting on us.
And along the way, when you see a law
enforcement officer, thank them for
their service and let them know Mem-
bers of Congress are fighting for them.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President,

last month, the American people cre-
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ated 379,000 new jobs across our coun-
try. The unemployment rate fell to 6.2
percent. Our economy is recovering. We
are actually on our way back to nor-
mal.

In early February, the Congressional
Budget Office published a report on
this. The report says that our economy
will reach the same size that it was be-
fore the pandemic, and it will do it in
just a few months. It says this summer
our economy will be back to normal.

Now, the CBO made that projection
weeks before the Democrats passed and
the President signed into law a $1.9
trillion wish list. In other words, our
economy would be back to normal even
had they never passed the bill. We
would be back to normal without a
dime of this incredible high amount of
spending.

We didn’t need the liberal wish list.
The country doesn’t need it. Yet it is
obvious why Democrats rushed—
rushed—+their liberal wish list into law.
They wanted to stamp their name on
the recovery that was coming, no mat-
ter what. I have no doubt that that is
the goal.

Yet the truth is clear: This is not
President Biden’s recovery. President
Biden inherited three vaccines—suc-
cessful vaccines, vaccines that work
and are safe. President Biden inherited
2 million tests a day for coronavirus.
President Biden inherited falling
coronavirus numbers. He also inherited
a recovering economy.

Last year, we saw the fastest eco-
nomic recovery in American history.
The unemployment rate fell by half in
6 months. The American people created
more than 12 million jobs coming back
from the pandemic. They did it in just
6 months. That is more jobs than were
created in the 8 years of the Obama-
Biden administration.

Now, this was in large part because
of the foundation laid by Republicans
before the pandemic, with President
Trump’s economic programs in the
White House. Republicans cut taxes for
the middle class, on job creators. We
cut regulations, and we cut govern-
ment redtape. We made a better trade
deal with our neighbors. Our agenda
worked.

Just before the pandemic hit, the un-
employment rate was down to 3.6 per-
cent. The American people created
more than 7 million new jobs under
President Trump. We saw record-low
unemployment for Hispanic Ameri-
cans, Asian Americans, and African
Americans. We reached the lowest un-
employment rate for women in 60
years.

When America began to reopen, the
success of that agenda helped us re-
cover at a record pace. The economy is
also recovering because we are making
progress against the virus.

With Republicans in the White House
and a Republican majority in the U.S.
Senate, we passed more than $4 trillion
in coronavirus relief. Unlike the Demo-
crats’ relief wish list, all five of our
bills were bipartisan. They each got 90
votes in the Senate or more.
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Operation Warp Speed broke records
for vaccine development. A new vac-
cine typically takes about 10 years
from the lab to people’s arms. The pre-
vious record for a vaccine was for
mumps. It took 4 years. Last year, we
achieved two coronavirus vaccines in 10
months. We broke records, and it
wasn’t even close. The Food and Drug
Administration made dozens of cuts to
regulations in order to make this hap-
pen.

The Biden administration has not
played it straight with the American
people about coronavirus. We remem-
ber when Vice President Harris said
that there was ‘‘no national strategy or
plan for vaccinations.”

We were delivering millions of doses
of vaccines in December. President
Biden said: ‘“We got into office and
there was nothing in the refrig-
erator’—‘‘nothing in the refrigerator.”

The Biden campaign and now the
Biden administration has repeatedly
misled the American people on the
coronavirus. They have repeatedly
taken credit for things for which they
deserve no credit.

Mark my words. This summer they
are going to try to take credit for our
recovery. If they do, they will be flat-
out wrong.

Our recovery was booming under the
Republican agenda, and it was an agen-
da of low taxes and fewer regulations.
That is the agenda that the American
people need to get our economy boom-
ing again.

DEMOCRATS’ AGENDA

Madam President, on another mat-
ter, I also come to the floor to oppose
what I see as a radical agenda of the
Democrats in Congress.

It has not even been 2 months since
the Democrats took over the Senate,
and they have already rolled out one of
the most leftwing agendas in American
history. They have already spent $1.9
trillion—trillion with a “t”—$1.9 tril-
lion of our tax dollars. Twenty-six
Democrats have endorsed amnesty for
illegal immigrants. Nearly every Dem-
ocrat has endorsed giving statehood to
Washington, DC, and now Senator
SCHUMER has put gun control on the
Senate’s to-do list. Democrats have
proposed a radical agenda that invades
nearly every aspect of American life.

Yet the driving force behind this
agenda is not the Senate. It is still the
House. House Democrats have gone
after our First Amendment right to
freedom of religion. They have gone
after our Second Amendment right to
keep and bear arms. They have gone
after our right to work. When Demo-
crats are in charge, none of our rights
are safe.

Neither are our most cherished insti-
tutions. House Democrats have gone
after our police, gone after our elec-
tions. They lecture Republicans about
accepting the results of elections. Yet
they are trying to overturn an election
in Iowa.

Now, the lawyer the Democrats have
put in charge of that case was just
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sanctioned in Federal court on ethics
violations. Yet Speaker PELOSI has
made it clear at her press conference
on Friday that she supports the effort
to overturn the election.

That is not all. Democrats aren’t just
trying to change one election. They are
trying to change all of our elections.
They have passed a bill to change just
about every aspect of our elections for-
ever.

A recent poll by Harvard shows that
71 percent of voters say they don’t
want future elections to be like they
were in 2020. If Democrats get their
way, every election will be a pandemic
election.

To change our elections, Democrats
still need 60 votes in the Senate. That
is why over the weekend, Democrats’
allies at the New York Times endorsed
changing the rules of the Senate. The
paper explicitly said that that was the
reason. The paper attacked Members of
this body—Senator MANCHIN and Sen-
ator SINEMA—who have had the cour-
age to oppose changing the rules of the
Senate. The editorial board said: ‘‘This
is a singular moment for American de-
mocracy, if Democrats are willing to
seize it.”

It is dangerous. It is scary. Yet it is
true. This is a singular moment. Once
they rig the Senate, then they can rig
our elections. Once they rig our elec-
tions, then there will be nothing to
stop them. Then they can go after our
religious freedoms. They can go after
our rights to keep and bear arms. And
they can spend as many of our hard-
earned tax dollars as they want.

This certainly is a singular moment
for our democracy. It is a moment for
Senators on both sides of the aisle to
stand up to this radical agenda.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

MARCH MADNESS

Mr. YOUNG. Madam President, I rise
today to speak about a subject that is
a point of pride and a source of passion
for my constituents.

Visit Indiana, and you are bound to
see them: a backboard hammered to an
old barn, rows of asphalt courts in city
parks, a lone hoop in front of a corn-
field or in a clearing, steel poles stand-
ing in driveways.

Though basketball wasn’t technically
invented in Indiana, Indiana is indeed
its epicenter. Even the game’s inven-
tor, James Naismith, once said: ‘‘Bas-
ketball really had its origin in Indiana,
which remains the center of the sport.”

So it is appropriate that this year’s
NCAA tournament will be played in its
entirety in our State.

Now this, of course, is in part be-
cause planning and hosting 68 teams in
the middle of a global pandemic pre-
sents unprecedented challenges, chal-
lenges that Hoosiers in and around In-
dianapolis are going to be able to navi-
gate. And they will be able to work
their world-class college campuses in
order to host teams from around the
country. It is a great source of pride
for us.
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But it is also fitting because this
sport is so important to our State. You
see, it is March Madness meets Hoosier
Hysteria. The gyms where we play bas-
ketball are historic sites. The men and
women who have competed and
coached back home are Indiana folk
heroes. We know their names. They are
part of our common language: The Big
0O, Catch, the General, Bird, Wooden.

Memorabilia, artifacts, and sites as-
sociated with them are preserved in
museums and townhalls. They are in
school gyms. They are marked by
bronze plaques and other ways to me-
morialize those who have preceded us.
Streets and roads are named in their
honor. We can even identify legendary
teams and major moments in our bas-
ketball history with just a few almost
mythic words that are familiar to the
ears of Hoosiers: ‘“‘Franklin Wonder
Five,” “Plump’s last shot,” ‘8 points
in 9 seconds,” and, yes, the infamous
“‘chair throw.”

Even the color of the ball—orange, of
course—can be traced back to a Hoo-
sier, Tony Hinkle, who thought it was
a good idea.

For Indiana, basketball is much more
than just a pastime. It is a source of
joy. It is a source of joy for our com-
munities, and it brings the people in
and across them together. After all, it
takes little more than a basket and a
ball to play.

That is why wherever you go in Indi-
ana and no matter the neighborhood
you might be visiting or passing by, be
it affluent or hit by hard times, in the
country or in the city, you are going to
see basketball played. It almost doesn’t
matter what the time of year it is or
what the weather is like, you are likely
to see basketball if you hit the road for
a few hours in Indiana at any given
time of year. You are going to hear it
discussed. The basketball court and the
gymnasium bleachers are great lev-
elers.

I am sharing this with you because
there is a larger point at play. Today,
it increasingly seems that Americans
have less and less in common with one
another; that we are defining ourselves
not as a diverse nation united by a
common set of values with a shared
past and a shared future, but we are in-
stead sorting ourselves into tribes
based on geography or class or even po-
litical affiliation. This has been accom-
panied by the hollowing out of many of
our communities and a loss of faith in
the public spaces and access to these
public spaces and institutions that
shape our national identity and bind
this vast, pluralistic, and beautiful
country together.

Now, these are dangerous trends, this
separation, this tribalism; ones that we
are going to have to work hard to turn
back. There is only so much this body
can do—I am under no illusions—there
is only so much government can do to
make America whole again.

That is why we should cherish and
celebrate the institutions that do have
the power to unite us. And, as any Hoo-
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sier will tell you, basketball is one of
them.

Even beyond this, as its history in In-
diana shows, this shared ritual that
brings us joy and brings us together
also pushes us to be better individually
and collectively.

I think of the persistence of a teen-
ager by the name of Steve Alford, end-
lessly practicing free throws in his
driveway in New Castle, even in the
snow and rain; and the courage of Indi-
ana University’s Bill Garrett, who
fought segregation and broke the Big
Ten color barrier; and then the faith of
Little Milan High, enrollment hardly
100, beating mighty Muncie Central,
enrollment over 1,000, for the 1954 State
high school championship; the grace of
successive generations of graduates at
Crispus Attucks. Now, this is a high
school built to segregate Black stu-
dents in Indianapolis, but it then grew
into an academic and athletic power-
house whose basketball program was a
beacon in the civil rights movement
and, to this day, remains a great
source of pride not just for Black Hoo-
siers but for all Hoosiers. It was also
the first African-American team to win
a State championship in the Nation;
the spirit of the tiny town of Medora,
an underdog community featured in a
recent documentary, who stood by
their team while its players laced up
work boots because they couldn’t af-
ford basketball shoes. Then they set
out with grit and determination and
resolve to end a season losing streak.

So these scenes from Indiana’s his-
tory, up to the present day, like the
game itself, unite people from different
backgrounds, and they foster pride in
our places, especially our struggling
places. They teach us to draw a line be-
tween competition and contempt, to
keep perspective and to have the hu-
mility to remember that defeat is
never permanent and neither is vic-
tory. They help us see and treasure
what we have in common. They show
us the power of opportunity and em-
powerment.

Institutions like basketball can’t be
taken for granted. They bring meaning
and purpose into the lives of people and
places that we call home. They encour-
age our citizens to dream beyond limit,
and I would say that they are what we
need in this Nation right now.

So as the NCAA tournament tips off
and the games begin across our sta-
diums, field houses, and arenas, Indi-
ana’s hardwood civic temples, as we
like to think of them, I know will be a
reflection for our love for basketball
and an exhibition of our collaborative
ability to host such a large event dur-
ing such a difficult time.

But what will also be on display is
the other reason it is right and proper
that this event takes place in Indiana.
We are devoted to this sport because it
brings us hope, and it brings us to-
gether. It instills the virtues necessary
to preserve many of the other features
that make our country so special. It
really can help make America whole
again.
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Now and then, we all need to be gent-
ly reminded, I think, of the importance
of these very things, and I can think of
no better time or place for that than
March in Indiana.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, let
me thank my colleague from Indiana.
You can’t do better than ‘“‘Hoosiers.” It
is one of my favorite movies. It is the
story of a small Indiana town beating
the big city players, and, if I am not
mistaken, my former colleague in the
House, Lee Hamilton, might have been
one of those players on the big city
team. I think he told me at one point.
It is a great story and all eyes are on
Indianapolis and Indiana now with the
NCAA tournament and your neighbors
to the west, Illinois, headed across the
border. It is going to make a good
showing, I hope, for the Fighting Illini.

Thank you very much for reminding
us of that great American tradition.

SENATE FILIBUSTER RULE

Madam President, earlier in the day,
my friend and colleague from Texas,
Senator CORNYN, came to the floor and
raised some questions about my com-
mitment to the filibuster as a rule in
the Senate. He quoted me several years
ago as saying the filibuster is kind of
an indication of what the Senate was
all about, and I still stand by that.

The Senate, of course, with two Sen-
ators from each State, regardless of
their population, is an opportunity for
smaller States and minorities to be
represented and to have a voice. And
the filibuster, at least in some re-
spects, was a procedural reflection of
that same value.

But I would say to Senator CORNYN, I
have been moved and changed my mind
somewhat on filibuster because of
nothing—nothing. That is what has
been happening on the floor of the U.S.
Senate, nothing. When Senator McCON-
NELL, as the Republican leader, was in
charge of the Senate over the last 2
years, we did little or nothing.

I didn’t run for this office to rep-
resent the people of Illinois and to help
our Nation to watch the ink dry on
documents that are being pushed back
and forth on desks here. We came here
to do something.

Two years ago, because of the fili-
buster, 2 years ago, we considered 22
amendments in the course of 1 year on
the floor of the Senate. That is not
counting vote-arama, that contraption
of a procedure where we debate all of 2
minutes before we vote on something,
but real debate and real amendments—
22.

Well, the following year, 2020, dra-
matic increase. We went all the way up
to 29 amendments in the course of a
year.

You say: Well, give me some meas-
urement in history. My wife said: What
does that mean? In the first year of the
Obama administration, we had 240
amendments in the first year. Now we
are down to 22 and 29. Why? Because we
reached a point now where everyone as-
sumes that every issue is going to be
filibustered, and therefore if you don’t
have 60 votes, forget it.
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Well, it is rare that that kind of
supermajority shows up on anything
important.

That is what happens when you play
out the filibuster tradition to an ex-
treme. As one staffer said to me the
other day, the Senate is in a death spi-
ral. No one can bring anything to the
floor that might be subject to a fili-
buster because you can’t imagine
where you are going to get 60 votes.

I hope he is wrong, but I can under-
stand his analysis. The measures that
we have considered so far this year in
the U.S. Senate, after 2 months-plus—
well, the impeachment trial—that
didn’t require any filibuster votes. The
nominations that come before us every
day are not subject to a filibuster. And,
of course, there is the reconciliation
bill—the American rescue program for
President Biden—that was under a pro-
cedure where you couldn’t use a fili-
buster.

So now things are quiet on the floor
of the Senate again this week and next
week because whatever you bring here
is subject to a threat of a filibuster,
and you need 60 votes. I have watched
this play out on an issue near and dear
to my heart. It is called the DREAM
Act, which I introduced 20 years ago—
20 years ago. It basically says that if
you were brought to this country as an
infant, toddler, or a child—your par-
ents made the decision—you grow up
here and you ought to have a fighting
chance to earn your way to legal status
and citizenship. That is it.

Overwhelming majorities of people in
all political parties support it. They
think it is a good idea. And you say:
DURBIN, you came here to be a legis-
lator, and, in 20 years, you can’t pass
one bill?

Well, I tried. Five times I brought
the DREAM Act to the floor of the U.S.
Senate, and it was stopped with a fili-
buster each and every time. I got a ma-
jority, and I still have a majority in
support of it, but I can’t get that 60
votes—that magic 60 votes that is
needed under a filibuster.

Well, I am frustrated by that, and I
hope my frustration is manifest by
what I said on the floor. My challenge
to the Members of the Senate on both
sides of the aisle is very simply this: If
you believe in the filibuster and if you
believe in working, show me that you
can pass an important bill subject to
the filibuster. Do it next week or the
week following. Bring something to the
floor. Let’s debate it, let’s amend, and
let’s vote it. I don’t think that is un-
reasonable to ask. In fact, I think that
is the reason we were elected to come
here.

So I would say to the defenders of the
filibuster: Try to defend what has hap-
pened on the floor of the Senate the
last 2 years—almost nothing. We can
do better. The American people expect
it of us.

GEORGIA SHOOTINGS

Madam President, last night, near
Atlanta, GA, a gunman murdered eight
people in what appears to be an act of
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domestic terrorism. Six of the eight
victims were women of Asian descent.
We mourn the lives of those lost and
pray for the families and loved ones.

While local and Federal authorities
are still investigating the gunman’s
motives, we know that in the past year
it has been a perilous time for Asian
Americans and those from the Pacific
Islands, especially women.

Since the pandemic began last
March, nearly 3,800 hate incidents tar-
geting these Americans have been re-
ported. I expect the number of unre-
ported incidents is much higher.

Asian-American women have had rac-
ist insults shouted at them from across
streets. Grandparents have been as-
saulted and killed while running er-
rands. Some Asian Americans have
even begun carrying pepper spray,
wearing body cameras, and walking in
groups to protect themselves from
wanton violence. Increasingly, AAPI
Americans do not feel safe in their own
neighborhoods.

This palpable fear is proof of how
dangerous racist stereotypes and dema-
goguery can be. When former President
Trump insists on calling the
coronavirus the ‘‘China virus,” as he
did again last night on FOX News, he is
not simply spouting hateful, childish
rhetoric. He is granting people permis-
sion. Permission to target neighbors
and fellow citizens. Permission to hate.

This kind of language divides and
preys on fears. It offers the kind of an-
swer to every problem that you might
expect from these people. There is al-
ways somebody you could fear and
someone you can hate. The sad reality
is that racist fear-mongering has al-
ways been part of the American story.

Today, we know, by testimony from
the FBI Director, that it is a growing
danger to every American. Intelligence
analysts warn us that White suprema-
cists and other far-right extremists are
the most significant domestic ter-
rorism threat facing the United States.
Of course, we look across the ocean to
the threat of terrorism after 9/11.
Sadly, now we have to look across the
street.

For far too long the Federal Govern-
ment has failed to adequately address
this growing threat. We saw the lethal
results of that inattention on January
6, right here in this Senate Chamber.
Groups of far-right nationalists and
neo-Nazis, provoked by former Presi-
dent Trump, stormed our Capitol in an
attempted insurrection.

I have introduced a bipartisan bill in
the Senate that would give law en-
forcement the resources to address this
threat. It is called the Domestic Ter-
rorism Prevention Act. It would estab-
lish offices to combat domestic ter-
rorism in the Department of Justice,
the FBI, and the Department of Home-
land Security. Those offices would as-
sess the domestic terrorism threat reg-
ularly so that law enforcement can
focus their limited resources on the
most significant threats, like those
facing AAPI Americans today.
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My bill would also provide training
and resources to assist State, local,
and Tribal law enforcement in address-
ing those threats. I am sure commu-
nities across this Nation could use that
support.

And there is the issue of how these
terrorist acts are committed. Last
night’s attack near Atlanta was a mass
shooting, a uniquely American threat.
Next week, the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, which I chair, will hold a hear-
ing on gun violence in America. Too
many people get shot in America—not
just near Atlanta but in the cities of
Chicago and St. Louis and all across
our country. How many times have we
seen images in those communities like
we did last night of another mass
shooting? America is better than this.

We need to take action to reduce the
number of gun deaths in this Nation.
We are going to get to work in the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee to try to find
some common, bipartisan ground to ad-
dress it. Maybe we will fail. I hope we
succeed. We have to try.

It is time for the Senate to stop cow-
ering before any special interest group
and pass commonsense gun safety pol-
icy. To the people of Atlanta, to mem-
bers of the AAPI community, and all
across America, we are standing with
you. We are grieving with you. We will
do everything in our power to protect
you.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Madam President, our Nation is at a
critical moment in our fight against
COVID-19. We have seen declining in-
fections, declining hospitalizations and
deaths. And thanks to three effective
vaccines—and, perhaps, more on the
way—and adherence to social
distancing and mask wearing, this new
administration has put together a com-
prehensive plan to address and defeat
this virus, but we aren’t out of the
woods yet.

In the United States, we have less
than 5 percent of the world’s popu-
lation and 20 percent of the COVID
cases and deaths. We can continue to
see 50,000 to 60,000 new COVID cases
every day. We still have approximately
4,700 people hospitalized because of
COVID in the United States. We still
tragically lose 1,200 American lives
each day.

While access is improving greatly, we
still see too many people struggling to
get a vaccine. If we are going to defeat
this virus once and for all, we need our
top public health officials in place on
the job.

Yet our Republican colleagues con-
tinue to block the nomination of Xa-
vier Becerra to head the Department of
Health and Human Services, the chief
Federal Agency responsible for our
public health response to COVID. Their
campaign to leave the top public
health position in this Nation empty in
the midst of a pandemic is unwise. It
has to come to an end.

It has been 3 months—3 months—
since President Biden announced that
he would nominate Mr. Becerra to
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serve as Secretary of Health and
Human Services. A majority of Sen-
ators support his nomination. I do. He
is a personal friend and someone I have
known for years. He is extremely com-
petent and ready for the job.

Yet Republican Senators continue to
delay Xavier Becerra’s nomination day
after day after day. Their objections to
him are all over the map. They say
they oppose him because of his support
for the Affordable Care Act. Remember
that one—President Obama’s Afford-
able Care Act, which took half of the
people who were uninsured in America
and gave them the protection of health
insurance, maybe for the first time in
their lives. It provided health coverage
to more than 20 million Americans. It
has been a lifeline to families nation-
wide.

Most people would say: Thank good-
ness Mr. Becerra supported it. For a
man who wants to be Secretary of
HHS, you would almost insist on that.
And yet Republicans oppose his nomi-
nation because of that, and they also
don’t like the fact that he was the at-
torney general of California and he en-
forced the State’s COVID-19 rules. How
can defending public health rules dis-
qualify a person who wants to be Amer-
ica’s top public health official?

We are in the midst of a lethal pan-
demic that has claimed nearly 530,000
American lives. More people are in-
fected and dying every day. Is this any
time to play politics with the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services? 1
don’t think so.

Xavier Becerra is an effective man-
ager, a smart, thoughtful, passionate
leader. He is the right person to lead
the Department. He served in the U.S.
House of Representatives for more than
two decades. As California’s top pros-
ecutor in 2017, he took on the tobacco
companies and the opioid manufactur-
ers—three cheers for him in both in-
stances—and he helped defend
healthcare for families, women, and
the LGBTQ community.

In his confirmation hearing, Mr.
Becerra highlighted his commitment
to serving all Americans by expanding
access to health insurance, lowering
prescription drug prices, improving
rural healthcare, and addressing racial
and ethnic disparities in care. Would
you expect anything less from a man
who wants to lead our public health ef-
fort?

When he is finally confirmed this
week, after this unconscionable delay—
and he will be confirmed—he will be
the first Latino to serve as Secretary
of HHS. His historic confirmation will
be especially meaningful at this mo-
ment in time when Latinos are dis-
proportionately affected by the med-
ical and economic impact of COVID.

Delaying his confirmation only hurts
our Nation—still struggling to beat
this pandemic; still working to get ev-
eryone vaccinated, to get our schools
open, and everybody back to work.
Sadly, these Republican Senators who
have led this charge against him are
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demonstrating obstructionism at its
worst and at the worst moment.

I look forward to confirming Xavier
Becerra to be Secretary of Health and
Human Services.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
SMITH). The Senator from Delaware.

Mr. CARPER. While my colleague
Senator DURBIN is here, there is a real
irony here to say that our Republican
friends are not going to support Xavier
Becerra because of his support of the
Affordable Care Act. One Kkey ingre-
dient of the Affordable Care Act is ac-
tually the exchanges to provide for
those who don’t have access to cov-
erage from their employer or some
other way to get in a group.

But that was an idea that was intro-
duced in 1993 by 23 Republican Sen-
ators—23 Republican Senators—as an
alternative to HillaryCare, and it never
got anywhere. It never went anywhere
until an enterprising Governor from
Massachusetts—I heard about him—
said: Here is a way one can enforce this
and provide opportunities for the peo-
ple to get healthcare coverage that
otherwise wouldn’t have it. He said
this might work. And they introduced
it as RomneyCare in the State of Mas-
sachusetts. And do you know what? It
worked. It made healthcare coverage
available to a lot of people, and it
helped on the affordability side too.

For our Republican friends to say
that is the reason why—his support for
the ACA, a key ingredient of which is
the exchange—is an irony here. So I
hope it is not lost on our friends.

I thank Senator DURBIN for those
comments.

Like my friend Senator DURBIN, I,
too, rise in support of Attorney Gen-
eral Xavier Becerra, a longtime public
servant and President Biden’s nominee
to be our next Secretary of Health and
Human Service.

For a year now, I have been saying to
anybody who would listen that the
only way to really get our economy
back on track, to put parents back to
work, kids back in the classroom, and
life back to normal in the United
States of America is to do all that we
can to put this devastating pandemic
in our Nation’s rearview mirror. That
means vaccinating as many at-risk
Americans as safely and as quickly as
possible.

In fact, under the leadership of our
new President, America is leading the
way in the production and the distribu-
tion of vaccines. How about that—lead-
ing the world?

Each day we are breaking records on
the number of new Americans who are
being vaccinated. After going through
one of the darkest periods in American
history, we are finally beginning to see
the light at the end of the tunnel. But
as we ramp up for actual distribution
throughout America and help make
sure that all people—all people from
rural communities to urban cities—
have equitable access to lifesaving vac-
cines, we need to make sure that the
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Department of Health and Human
Services has the right leader at the
helm going forward. And for my money
and my judgment, that leader is Xavier
Becerra. I believe he is the right person
for this job at this point in our Na-
tion’s history.

As a key member of the Biden admin-
istration, he will work with the White
House. He will work with us in the Con-
gress to tackle the coronavirus pan-
demic and to coordinate our Nation’s
response to it.

Just as he has done throughout his
career, he will fight to expand afford-
able healthcare, address persistent
health disparities, and restore HHS’s
mission to protect the health and well-
being of all Americans.

Madam President, I have heard sev-
eral of my Republican colleagues call-
ing into question Xavier Becerra’s—At-
torney General Becerra’s qualifications
to serve as HHS Secretary. Obviously
they are free to express their concerns.
As Senators, it is our duty to vet and
evaluate Cabinet nominees and make
sure that we believe they are going to
be best able to serve the American peo-
ple. I take the responsibility seriously.
I know our Presiding Officer does as
well. But let me set the record
straight, if I could, on Xavier Becerra.
I am confident that with his decades of
experience working on healthcare
issues in Congress and as California’s
attorney general, he will be an invalu-
able part of President Biden’s adminis-
tration as we work together to combat
the pandemic nationally.

Some of the critics on the other side
of the aisle say: What does he know
about healthcare? Well, as it turns out,
he served for I want to say two decades
on the House Committee on Ways and
Means. The last time I checked—you
may want to double-check me on this—
I think the primary responsibility of
that committee is Medicare, and for
somebody who served that long on that
committee, I bet he knows a thing or
two about Medicare. As it turns out, he
does.

Throughout his career in public serv-
ice, Xavier Becerra has shown an un-
wavering commitment to protecting
and expanding healthcare availability
for millions of American families and
workers, especially those in vulnerable
communities who remain underserved.

In the House of Representatives, he
was a senior member of the Ways and
Means Committee, which helped to
make the Affordable Care Act, which is
based on a Republican idea, I think out
of the Heritage Foundation in 1993
that, as I mentioned earlier, MITT ROM-
NEY helped make a household word in
the State of Massachusetts when he
was Governor there. And I think half of
the people who had healthcare cov-
erage—who didn’t have it when we cre-
ated the ACA have it. They have it
today. We cut in half the number of
people who don’t have access to
healthcare coverage.

In the State of Delaware, the cost of
coverage is actually dropping in the ex-
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changes. It has dropped by I think 19
percent over the last 2 years alone, as
market forces are taking place and
taking hold.

As attorney general of California, as
has been mentioned, he led the charge
for a coalition of States to defend the
Affordable Care Act against multiple
attempts by the Trump administration
to dismantle this landmark legislation
altogether.

I once asked somebody—I asked him.
I said: What is it about your experience
that would suggest you could run a big
operation like the Department of
Health and Human Services?

He said: Well, I have run the Depart-
ment of Justice in California. It is the
second largest Department of Justice
in the country, second only to the Fed-
eral Department of Justice.

I forget how many thousands—maybe
tens of thousands—of employees they
have, but it is a huge operation in a
huge State with a ton of people.

Xavier Becerra brought together at-
torneys general from both sides of the
aisle to hold opioid manufacturers ac-
countable for the addiction crisis that
we are still struggling with.

When the pandemic hit, he went to
bat for Californians on everything from
protections for our workers from expo-
sure to COVID-19, increasing trans-
parency in nursing homes, to securing
key safeguards for the rights of front-
line healthcare personnel.

His past leadership is a major reason
why President Biden is asking him
today to accept the responsibilities of
overseeing responses to many of our
Nation’s most urgent needs, including
the distribution of COVID-19 vaccina-
tions, restoring the public confidence
in vital public health institutions, and
boosting family health and financial
security in the wake of the pandemic.

With so much of the COVID-19 re-
sponse being executed at the State and
local levels, we are fortunate that
President Biden has chosen as his HHS
Secretary Xavier Becerra, a leader
with relevant, on-the-ground, State-
based experience.

As a former State treasurer, former
Governor, former chairman of the Na-
tional Governors Association, to have
somebody with this kind of State-based
experience, what a blessing that would
be.

As the head of the largest State de-
partment of justice in the Nation, over-
seeing thousands of employees, Attor-
ney General Becerra has a proven track
record and the management experience
necessary to take on the massive oper-
ations at HHS. He will also make, as
Senator DURBIN has mentioned, history
as the first Latino American to take on
this role, providing important perspec-
tive as Latinos and other minority
communities continue to be dispropor-
tionately impacted by the pandemic.

As we try to make sure that about a
third of the American people who are
saying they are not going to take the
vaccine—they don’t care; they are
going to take a chance—and a lot of
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those people are Latino—wouldn’t it be
nice to have a Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
who could reach out to that commu-
nity, literally reach out to them and
touch them and convince them that,
no, this is something they should do;
they should take this chance and be
glad they did.

Four years ago, this body confirmed
President Trump’s nominee for Health
and Human Services within just 20
days—20 days from the start of his ad-
ministration. We knew then that this
role was important to fill. It took us 20
days.

Now, in the midst of a deadly pan-
demic, one that has taken the lives of
over 530,000 Americans—a toll that ex-
ceeds the number of American deaths
on the battlefields of World War I,
World War II, and the Vietnam war, in
which I served—we cannot afford to let
another day go by without confirming
Xavier Becerra.

With all of that, I just want to say,
colleagues, it is time. It is over time,
and we need to confirm Xavier. I
think—in fact, I am convinced he will
do a good job. He will make us proud.
We need him. The President needs him.
And with him on board as the leader of
HHS, he can go to work on behalf of
the American people and put this pan-
demic behind us for good, and we need
that day to come soon.

I don’t see anybody else waiting to
speak. I think maybe I should suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NO HATE ACT

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, we are working today in the
shadow of a truly hideous, horrific se-
ries of murders that occurred yester-
day in Atlanta, GA, and I want to start
by expressing my sympathies to the
families that are affected, families of
innocent women who were gunned
down heinously by a murderer there.
Eight lives were taken by that gun-
man, six of them Asian women.

There is an active, ongoing investiga-
tion, and I have no intention of pre-
judging the outcome. Justice must be
done, and I have confidence in the law
enforcement authorities of Atlanta
that they will assure that justice is
done.

So we don’t know for sure what the
gunman’s motivation was, but we know
eight of the women were Asian, and we
know for sure that this horrific shoot-
ing rampage is only the latest egre-
gious incident in a sickening, des-
picable trend of anti-Asian-American,
or AAPI, violence that has terrorized
the Asian-American community over
recent months.

And we know many of these incidents
were, in fact, hate crimes motivated by
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bias, bigotry, and prejudice. Now, hate-
motivated violence, as Attorney Gar-
land said at his confirmation hearing,
“tear[s] at the fabric of our society . . .
make[s] our citizens worried about
walking [on] the streets and exercising
even the most normal rights.”

And he is absolutely correct. It tears
at our society. It degrades our trust in
each other and in the fairness of Amer-
ica and the survivability of values and
rights that are central to our democ-
racy.

The increase in violence against
Asian Americans must end, and we all
know it. We all say it, but we must do
it. In Congress, we must do everything
in our power to provide law enforce-
ment and prosecutors with the re-
sources and the tools they need to
overcome it, to successfully fight it,
which they can do. And they need the
will and determination to wield the
tools and resources that we give them
because they have to not only inves-
tigate, as they will this gunman, but
also to effectively prosecute and assure
just punishment.

We don’t know for sure the motiva-
tion. We have evidence. And we can’t
say for sure how many hate crimes
there have been against Asian Ameri-
cans or others in our great country,
but we have a pretty good idea where it
all came from.

The rise in anti-Asian-American vio-
lence started with the previous admin-
istration, who failed to address and
manage the COVID-19 pandemic, and
rather than listen to the scientists and
work to stop its spread, it sought to
scapegoat a part of our country. It
sought to scapegoat Asian Americans
with xenophobic and hate-filled rhet-
oric.

Words have consequences. We all say
it. We all know it. And we must de-
nounce the words that spur and spew
hatred and cause or contribute to hate
crimes. Hate crimes are a growing
scourge. The numbers are surging,
whether it is against Asian Americans,
Muslim Americans, Jewish Americans,
Black Americans. When it is against
Americans, it is against America.
Words do have consequences.

Stop AAPI Hate, which tracks vio-
lence and harassment against the AAPI
community, Asian Americans, received
more than 1,100 reports of COVID-re-
lated harassment, discrimination, and
assault in its first two operational
weeks last March. And now it has re-
corded more than 3,800 incidents since
the start of the pandemic—3,800 inci-
dents of harassment, discrimination,
and sometimes physical assault—
spurred and encouraged and condoned
by public officials who used that hate-
filled rhetoric to cover their own fail-
ures in dealing with the pandemic.

As the investigators and prosecutors
go forward, we will learn more, and we
need to let them do their jobs. But that
doesn’t mean we should remain silent,
nor does it give us an excuse to be
inert. We need to denounce that kind of
rhetoric. We need to take action.
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I have proposed a measure called the
NO HATE Act, which would provide
more training for investigators and
more resources for hotlines because
these hate crimes are typically and re-
peatedly unreported, and it would pro-
vide more incentives for reporting and
new penalties—or encourage the impo-
sition of penalties—that truly fit the
crime.

Hate crimes are corrosive to our so-
cial fabric. They corrupt the pillars of
our society, and their effect is unmis-
takable.

They traumatize and terrorize the
communities that are their targets—in
this case, Asian Americans, who have
become more and more fearful as these
incidents have multiplied. We all have
a part to do in stopping this scourge.
And we know that it is rampant, in
part, because of the White suprema-
cists and domestic terrorism and vio-
lent extremism that showed its ugly
face in this Chamber earlier this year.
It showed its brutal, cruel force in this
building.

It is the same virus and cancer that
is metastasizing in this country today.
And its visible forms are the assaults,
harassment, and discrimination that
may well have been reflected in those
murders yesterday.

I hope the NO HATE Act passes, but
it won’t be for a while. I hope we can
take other action, but it will take
time. And in the meantime, we can all
take it as a moral imperative as our
duty to denounce—not condoned by our
silence—these groups and their extrem-
ist ideologies in White supremacists
that perpetuate and expand the virus
and cancer of hate crimes and hatred.
Hate speech—fighting words—incite-
ment in our society.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Now, a bright spot for America today
is the confirmation, which we hope will
happen in the next 24 hours, of the first
Latino Secretary of Health and Human
Services in America, the first. He was
the first in his working-class family to
go to college. He broke barriers
throughout his career.

Xavier Becerra, presently the attor-
ney general of California, will be a
leader of toughness, bravery, and vi-
sion at the Department of Health and
Human Services.

I stand here as a former attorney
general, actually, for 20 years. I know
well how much of that job is spent on
healthcare policy, and I know also the
management skills it takes to achieve
real concrete results.

Attorney General Becerra is deeply
qualified because of his work as State
attorney general, but he also enjoys a
wealth of other experience, both per-
sonal and professional, that make him
exactly the right person at this mo-
ment for that job. He knows the impor-
tance of healthcare—equitable
healthcare, reducing the disparities in
healthcare in our country that afflict
us now.

We have been in a healthcare crisis
for more than a year, the deepest, most
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painful healthcare crisis in our lives
and maybe for a full century, a time of
heartbreak and hardship, when a dead-
ly, insidious virus has threatened eco-
nomic upheaval and disaster. It is a
pandemic that has left no family un-
touched, as all of us in this Chamber
know, and no community unscathed.

We have lost more than half a mil-
lion of our fellow citizens and people to
COVID-19, including 7,800-plus in Con-
necticut. While there is light at the
end of the tunnel, each day brings a
new loss. And we don’t know how long
that tunnel may be.

The Biden administration has been
laser-focused on ending this pandemic
since day one. Every day, more and
more Americans are receiving the vac-
cine. Every day, more and more Ameri-
cans are beginning to see the big, bold
benefits of the American Rescue Plan
that President Biden signed last week,
and every day we are seeing strong
leadership from the Biden administra-
tion in addressing this deep crisis.

While there is hope at this moment,
there are immense healthcare chal-
lenges still to be overcome, from in-
creasing healthcare affordability and
reducing the uninsured rate to low-
ering drug costs, to fighting back
against healthcare disparities and pro-
tecting reproductive rights, and, I
would repeat, lowering prescription
drug costs. Job No. 1 for America, low-
ering prescription drug costs. Job No.
2, lowering prescription drug costs. We
need to reduce the prices of medicine
that Americans need every day, aside
from the pandemic, every day. Pre-
scription drug prices plague them,
cause them worry, force them to make
tough choices between eating and using
the medicine, paying their rent, and
buying the drugs they need to survive.

Attorney General Becerra served as
deputy attorney general in California
and later as a member of the State as-
sembly before he went to the House of
Representatives, here in the Capitol,
for more than two decades. As a Con-
gressman—and I think this point is
really important—then-Representative
Xavier Becerra fought to pass the Af-
fordable Care Act, and then he fought
to defend it against the Trump admin-
istration.

As California’s attorney general, he
was a warrior in fighting to preserve
the ACA, and he will continue to fight
for the men and women who depend on
the ACA. And more and more of them,
fortunately, are taking advantage of it
because of the American Rescue Plan.

He is also a leader in taking on Big
Tobacco. I sued the tobacco companies,
helped to lead a multi-State attorney
general group, and I know it takes
courage to stand up and speak out and
act against Big Tobacco. And he has
done more. He has taken that fight to
a new frontier. He is committed to pro-
tecting our children from the scourge
of flavored tobacco and the insidious
products—often they are flavored too—
that are sold by vaping giants, which
now include some tobacco companies.
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Attorney General Becerra is a leader
in protecting reproductive rights. He is
a leader in expanding mental
healthcare services. He is a leader in
the fight against the opioid epidemic.
He is a leader for LGBTQ health and
for ending the disparities.

We are in a racial justice movement
now, a racial justice movement that is
seeking to end those deep disparities,
causing twice as many people in com-
munities of color to die during the pan-
demic and only half as many now to
have the vaccine so far because we
have lived through 4 years of dishon-
esty and disregard for science and 4
years of attacks on our healthcare sys-
tem, particularly for the underserved.

That is the challenge, among others,
that Attorney General Becerra will
confront. He will be vigorous, brave,
and tough, and he will work to lower
the cost of prescription drugs. He will
take on those interests that may be
against the healthcare goals and pur-
poses of the American people. And we
need him now more than ever in this
critical position. I urge my colleagues
to vote for him tomorrow when we
have the chance to do so.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
OSSOFF). The Senator from California.

GEORGIA SHOOTINGS

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I want
to begin by joining with so many of our
colleagues and leaders around the
country expressing our condolences to
the victims of the senseless shootings
in Atlanta yesterday, in sharing our
thoughts and prayers to their families
and friends. Our heart goes out to the
greater community, and, of course, we
stand here to not only try to under-
stand better what happened, how it
happened, but do the work necessary to
try to ensure that it doesn’t happen
again—not in Atlanta, not anywhere in
the United States of America.

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Mr. President, I rise today to speak
in support of the nomination of my
friend California Attorney General Xa-
vier Becerra to serve as Secretary of
the Department of Health and Human
Services.

As we all know, as we all feel, our
Nation is going through one of the
toughest health crises in our history.
The COVID-19 pandemic has taken an
incredible toll on our country. Every
State has been impacted. Every com-
munity has suffered, especially work-
ing-class communities and commu-
nities of color, like the very neighbor-
hoods that Attorney General Becerra
and I grew up in. These communities
are hurting and people are dying at
alarming rates, and they desperately
need someone who knows these com-
munities to their core.

Throughout  his career, Xavier
Becerra has always fought to improve
the lives of his constituents. As the
first Latino attorney general of Cali-
fornia, he made it his mission to tackle
the structural inequalities in our
healthcare system. As has been ref-
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erenced already, Attorney General
Becerra was the leading force behind
the lawsuit to protect the Affordable
Care Act. Yes, he had the audacity to
maintain protections for people with
preexisting conditions and for those
suffering from a mental illness. Over
the course of this past year, he has also
fought to protect frontline healthcare
workers from further exposure to
COVID-19.

Xavier Becerra’s parents emigrated
from Mexico, just like my parents did,
with a dream of building a better life
for themselves and their family. Just a
few days ago, I spoke in this Chamber
about my family’s history and journey
in this country. A hard-working short-
order cook and housekeeper raised the
son who now serves in the U.S. Senate.
The same is true for Xavier Becerra’s
family. He, the son of a construction
and clerical worker, is on the verge of
becoming the most important health
official in our Nation. That is the
American dream.

But, unfortunately, tragically, over
half a million Americans have had
their dream cut short by COVID-19,
over half a million lives lost and mil-
lions more lives upended by this pan-
demic. We need to act with urgency to
end this crisis—urgency.

But as I rise today to address this
Chamber, urgency is severely lacking.
While millions of Americans continue
to struggle, our Republican colleagues
are dragging things out, playing poli-
tics with the confirmation of Attorney
General Becerra, one of the most quali-
fied nominees to lead the Department
of Health and Human Services that
this Chamber has ever considered.
They have distorted his record.

Let me point out that many Members
of this Senate have worked alongside
Xavier Becerra here in Congress for
decades. Republicans and Democrats
know Xavier Becerra is both a thought-
ful leader and someone who is always
willing to listen to both sides of an ar-
gument. He built an outstanding rep-
utation in the House, both as a legis-
lator and as a colleague.

As attorney general of California,
overseeing the largest department of
justice in the Nation, second only to
the U.S. Department of Justice, Xavier
showed no fear in working across the
aisle. In fact, he partnered with Repub-
lican attorneys general to increase ac-
cess to lifesaving drugs to treat
COVID-19. He worked across the aisle
to protect drug discounts for health
centers.

I can’t help but point out the obvi-
ous. In fact, I am prepared to make
this abundantly clear to the American
people. The cynical delays and political
games that we see being played are not
actually about Mr. Becerra’s qualifica-
tions. He is just as qualified as any of
his predecessors. Sadly, Xavier Becerra
is being held to a different standard—a
different standard than other nominees
this Chamber has supported and con-
firmed over the last 4 years, including
our most recent Health and Human
Services Secretary.
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Let me also say this. As some of the
first Latinos in our respective posi-
tions, both Xavier and I are not unfa-
miliar with being held to a different
standard. It is a different standard
today that is so stark that our col-
leagues are willing to delay his con-
firmation through the night. Yes, in
the middle of a global health pandemic,
Republicans are holding up the nomi-
nee for Secretary of Health and Human
Services. They are holding up the first
Latino nominee to head this critical
agency during a pandemic that has dis-
proportionately devastated the Latino
community.

It is time to let Xavier Becerra get to
work. I urge my colleagues to end the
delay on Xavier Becerra’s confirmation
for Secretary of Health and Human
Services.

Thank you, Mr. President.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

——————

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for votes on March
17, 2021, so I could return to Hawaii to
tend to a family matter.

On March 17, had I been present, I
would have voted yea on confirmation:
Katherine C. Tai, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be United States Trade Rep-
resentative, Rollcall vote 123.

Mr. President, I was necessarily ab-
sent for votes on March 17, 2021, so I
could return to Hawaii to tend to a
family matter.

On March 17, had I been present, I
would have voted yea on cloture mo-
tion: Xavier Becerra, of California, to
be Secretary of Health and Human
Services, Rollcall vote 124.@

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

——————

CONFIRMATION OF
KATHERINE C. TAI

e Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I rise to
support the nomination of Katherine
Tai to serve as the next United States
Trade Representative. When confirmed,
Ms. Tai will be the first woman of color
and first Asian American to lead the
Office of the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive.

Katherine Tai’s story is America’s
story. Her parents came to the United
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States as graduate students and re-
mained here to make a better life for
themselves and their family, her father
as a researcher at the Walter Reed Na-
tional Military Medical Center and her
mother as a scientist for the National
Institutes of Health.

Given her parents’ background, Kath-
erine is no stranger to public service,
and through her parents’ hard work
and dedication to make a better life for
their daughter, she was able to attend
Yale University and Harvard Law, be-
came a talented trade lawyer, and was
nominated by President Biden to lead
the Office of the U.S. Trade Represent-
ative. I have a deep appreciation for
the Tais, their work ethic and their
commitment to family. Representation
matters, and Ms. Tai will be a rep-
resentative for the United States in
more ways than one.

Ms. Tai is a highly-qualified nominee
with the experience to lead the U.S.
trade policy at a critical time for our
country, specifically as we continue to
recover from the damage wrought by
the coronavirus pandemic and rebuild
our relationships with our allies
abroad. She is a person who can help
mend relationships and restore alli-
ances.

Supporters have described her as a
knowledgeable, tenacious trade expert
who will work with a cross-section of
advocates and stakeholders with the
goal of bettering the lives of the Amer-
ican people and strengthening our
economy at all levels. They have de-
scribed her willingness to build coali-
tions across party lines, highlighting
her broad support from both Democrats
and Republicans, and from the labor,
business, and environmental commu-
nities. They have referred to her time
as a trade lawyer at the Office of the
U.S. Trade Representative, where she
worked to enforce trade agreements
with China to hold that country ac-
countable before the World Trade Orga-
nization. They have highlighted her
time as a lawyer with the House Ways
and Means Committee, where she built
partnerships and crafted agreements
that received broad bipartisan ap-
proval. These included the U.S.-Mex-
ico-Canada Trade Agreement, which
passed the Senate by an 89-10 vote and
the House by a 385-41 vote. Ms. Tai
played a key role in crafting the agree-
ment, which speaks to her skills and
experience.

Perhaps more importantly, however,
Ms. Tai will prioritize trade policies
that promote workers, families, the en-
vironment, and local communities. I
met with Ms. Tai just after President
Biden nominated her, and during our
conversation, it was clear she under-
stands that trade policies have real
world implications for everyday people.
She knows that if trade deals are not
working for people, then they need to
change. People need to come first as we
develop trade deals. At a time when
people are still working to recover
from the coronavirus, Ms. Tai is the
Trade Representative we need for the
United States.
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A family emergency has prevented
me from being here for today’s vote,
but if I were present, I would have
voted to confirm Katherine Tai as U.S.
Trade Representative.

I strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port her nomination.e

————

NOMINATION OF XAVIER BECERRA

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today in support of Xavier
Becerra’s nomination to be Secretary
of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.

I am proud to have known Xavier
Becerra for many years as both a friend
and colleague. He has spent decades
serving California, including as the
State’s attorney general and as a 12-
term Congressman from Los Angeles.

Mr. Becerra was the first in his fam-
ily to receive a 4-year college degree,
earning his bachelor of arts in econom-
ics from Stanford University and,
later, his juris doctorate from Stanford
Law School. As a member of the House
of Representatives, he was a strong ad-
vocate for the healthcare of his con-
stituents and fought to make the Af-
fordable Care Act law. And as Cali-
fornia attorney general he has been a
staunch defender of the Affordable Care
Act, leading 20 States and the District
of Columbia in defense of the Afford-
able Care Act before the Supreme
Court.

As part of his focus on protecting the
health of Americans, Mr. Becerra has
worked on a bipartisan basis with
multistate coalitions of attorneys gen-
eral on issues still affecting our coun-
try today. These include the need to re-
duce youth exposure to tobacco prod-
ucts like e-cigarettes, increasing ac-
cess to COVID-19 treatments, as well
as addressing the opioid epidemic and
the considerable harm it has caused
families.

As our State’s attorney general, Mr.
Becerra has led the Nation’s second
largest department of justice behind
only the U.S. Department of Justice.
His experience leading large and di-
verse organizations will position him
to successfully lead the Department of
Health and Human Services, which is
the Nation’s largest Federal agency by
budget.

As Secretary, he will lead the Na-
tion’s top health agency charged with
enhancing the health and well-being of
all Americans. In this global pandemic,
he will play a lead role in overseeing
the implementation of President
Biden’s national strategy for COVID-19
response, which is vital to defeating
the virus that has plagued our country
for far too long. His history-making
nomination as the first Latino to man-
age this Department comes at a time
when this pandemic is affecting com-
munities of color at much higher rates
than white Americans. And those of us
who know him personally know the
level of his concern and the strength of
his dedication to protect the health
and safety of all hard-working Ameri-
cans and their families.

March 17, 2021

In short, Xavier Becerra is the right
candidate to lead the Department of
Health and Human Services at this
time, and I strongly urge the Senate to
confirm his nomination. Thank you.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President,
today I rise to speak in support of Xa-
vier Becerra’s nomination to serve s
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, HHS.

Attorney General Becerra will bring
a fresh perspective to HHS at a critical
time during this pandemic. While there
is light at the end of the tunnel with
the distribution of the corona virus
vaccines, there is still work to do to
end this pandemic and put our country
on a road to recovery, and that is
where Attorney General Becerra’s lead-
ership will be crucial.

Attorney General Becerra’s 12 terms
in the U.S. House of Representatives
gave him a solid foundation in knowing
how to set agendas and achieve results,
which we saw deployed in his work as a
key leader on the Committee on Ways
and Means ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Social Security, and
chair of the House Democratic caucus.

He helped to expand the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, modernize
and strengthen Medicare, and helped
pass the Affordable Care Act. His com-
mitment to the letter and spirit of this
law is something he carried into his
role as California attorney general,
fighting to maintain his State’s ability
to bring millions of previously unin-
sured residents under the Affordable
Care Act’s umbrella.

Last November, he led the defense of
the Affordable Care Act in the U.S. Su-
preme Court on behalf of 20 States and
the District of Columbia. His tweet
after the oral arguments concisely
sums up the national importance of his
effort: “The ACA saves lives. It is the
law of the land.” He brings a strong
commitment to using the law and regu-
latory tools to make access to health
care and other vital services equi-
table—the very thing that makes our
Nation strong.

I look forward to working with him
on ensuring that everyone has access
to quality and affordable healthcare,
and I know he will be a partner in the
fight against the corona virus and our
goal of getting all eligible Americans
vaccinated, even in hard-to-reach
areas.

Last week, President Biden signed
into law the American Rescue Plan
Act, which included major funding to
address the—Nation’s worsening men-
tal health and addiction crisis. This is
a high priority of mine and an issue
which Attorney General Becerra has
firsthand experience. He started his ca-
reer as a legal aid attorney in Massa-
chusetts, supporting clients contending
with mental health issues. I am eager
to work with him on this issue.

Addressing the skyrocketing costs of
prescription drugs is another area
where Attorney General Becerra has
shown key leadership. He and I share a
belief that fairer competition means
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increased access to affordable prescrip-
tion drugs and better public health. As
California attorney general, he inves-
tigated and brought enforcement ac-
tions against drug manufacturers’ anti-
competitive business practices to help
reduce drug prices and ensure that peo-
ple have access to the drugs they need.
In March 2020, he led a bipartisan group
of 46 States attorneys general who suc-
cessfully advocated before the U.S. Su-
preme Court to uphold the rights of
States to regulate and address the ris-
ing cost of prescription drugs.

The United States must do more to
ensure that new technologies have ap-
propriate privacy and security protec-
tions for health data. At a September
2020 hearing on the need for Federal
data privacy legislation, Attorney Gen-
eral Becerra told me and other mem-
bers of the Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation
that ‘‘every consumer should be able to
own and control his or her data’ and
that ““‘if we decide that we don’t want
anyone to use [our data], it’s our
choosing.” His testimony was reas-
suring, and I look forward to working
with him to ensure consumers can have
a peace of mind when it comes to the
security of their personal health data.

Given the pandemic’s spotlight on
the vulnerability of our Nation’s sen-
iors, I am eager to work with the Biden
administration to improve the safety
and weTI-being of older Americans.
When my 92-year-old dad living in a
memory care facility was diagnosed
with COVID-19 last year, I was only
able to visit him through a window. He
recognized me, but he just didn’t un-
derstand why we couldn’t be in the
same room together. Tens of thousands
of families have been through these
wrenching situations over the past
year and want to see the Federal Gov-
ernment doing more. Attorney General
Becerra recently moved to make the
California Department of Justice Med-
icaid Fraud Control Unit a full-fledged
division, underscoring his commitment
to protecting seniors and people with
disabilities. I know his leadership will
place the needs of seniors front and
center.

Attorney General Becerra has the ex-
pertise and experience and the enforce-
ment and regulatory savvy to handle
the job of protecting public health,
strengthening our hospitals and
healthcare system, making sure people
have access to quality, affordable
healthcare, and supporting our
healthcare workers. And as the first
Latino to lead the Department of
Health and Human Services, he will
bring a personal understanding of the
immediate need for equitable access to
care.

With that, I ask my colleagues to
support the nomination of Xavier
Becerra to be Secretary of Health and
Human Services.
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CONFIRMATION OF ISABELLA
CASILLAS GUZMAN

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
rise today to support the confirmation
of Isabel Guzman, a dedicated public
servant and successful small business-
woman, to lead the Small Business Ad-

ministration.
Small businesses are a cornerstone of
Maryland’s economy, creating jobs,

driving innovation, and anchoring com-
munities. Isabel Guzman’s extensive
leadership experience serving at SBA
under the Obama administration and
running her own small businesses posi-
tions her well to support our small
business communities as we finish the
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic
and address the unique challenges
faced by women- and minority-owned
small businesses across Maryland.

In her new role as SBA Adminis-
trator, she will inherit an economic
crisis compounded by a mismanaged
pandemic that has devastated the
small business community from retail
to restaurants and bars to sole-propri-
etorships. She will be charged not only
with administering critical small busi-
ness relief programs, including the
Economic Injury Disaster Loan Pro-
gram and the Paycheck Protection
Program, but also with building back
better to shape the environment for a
thriving small business community. I
look forward to working closely with
her to ensure that we build an inclu-
sive economy that encourages and sup-
ports local entrepreneurs.

—————

REMEMBERING LARRY ‘“CLIZ”
CLISBY

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor and recognize the distin-
guished legacy of Larry ¢Cliz”’ Clisby,
who passed away on February 27, 2021,
at the age of 74 after a valiant fight
against cancer. Famously Kknown
across the State of Indiana as the leg-
endary Voice of the Boilermakers, he
will forever be remembered for his un-
matched play-by-play commentary of
Purdue basketball and his trademark
“Bullseye!” calls during crunch time.

Born and raised in Ohio, Larry grad-
uated from Warren Howland High
School and XKent State University.
Shortly after college and service in the
U.S. Army, Larry started his broad-
casting career in Paducah, KY. How-
ever, his time in Paducah was brief, as
he moved to West Lafayette, IN, to
work for WLFI-TV in the sports de-
partment in 1977. During his early ca-
reer in the Lafayette area, Larry called
high school basketball games and as-
sisted during Purdue sports broadcasts.
It wasn’t until 1982 that Larry became
the full-time radio announcer for the
Boilermakers.

Over the course of nearly 40 years,
Larry called a total of 1,890 Purdue
men’s basketball games, including doz-
ens of high-profile Indiana vs. Purdue
rivalry games. Since the 1980s, Larry
was involved in many of Purdue’s his-
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toric moments, including one Big Ten
Tournament title, nine Big Ten Cham-
pionship Seasons, 28 NCAA Tour-
naments, and three Elite Eight appear-
ances. In 2018, he was inducted into the
Indiana Sportswriters and Sports-
casters Hall of Fame, and he received
one of Indiana’s highest honors, the
Sagamore of the Wabash, from Gov-
ernor Eric Holcomb in 2020.

From the Purdue sports staff to the
team players, everyone saw Larry as a
true, dedicated Boilermaker and not
just a typical play-by-play announcer.
Throughout his career, Larry devoted
his charisma, talents, and life to the
Lafayette community, and I believe his
work will serve as a benchmark for
those who aspire to join the field of
sports radio.

I ask my colleagues to join me in ex-
tending our sympathies to Larry’s
wife, Michelle; his children, Chad and
Carly; his sister, Carol; his step-
children and grandchildren; and all of
his family and friends as they mourn
his loss. And to Larry’s Purdue Univer-
sity family, I wish his beloved Boiler-
makers many, many ‘‘Bullseye!” mo-
ments in the years to come.

——

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO MARGARET HUETTL

e Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, as we
observe National Women’s History
Month throughout March, it gives me
great pleasure to recognize one of
North Dakota’s own history makers.
Margaret Huettl from Minot has be-
come my State’s first female Eagle
Scout and is a member of the inaugural
class of young women to receive this
high honor across the United States.

Margaret is a member of Scout Troop
5401 of the Northern Lights Council. A
recent graduate of Minot High School,
Margaret is currently studying biology
education at Minot State University.
Despite the coronavirus pandemic,
which limited many Scouting group ac-
tivities over the past year, she contin-
ued pressing on toward her goal of
completing the merit badges necessary
to earn the award. For her Eagle Scout
project, she spent 238 hours building a
pit for gaga ball, which is a variation
of dodgeball, for outdoor activities at
her home church, Zion Lutheran.

She said earning the 21 merit badges,
along with completing her project and
the other requirements for the Eagle
Scout Award, helped her further de-
velop leadership, time management,
and communication skills. She intends
to continue her involvement with
Troop 5401, transitioning to an adult
leader this year.

I congratulate Margaret on achieving
this award through hard work and per-
sistence and a being a trailblazer for
other young women who have an inter-
est in the Scouting program. With only
6 percent of all scouts attaining the
rank of Eagle Scout, she now will be
recognized alongside the 2.5 million
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others who have earned this pres-
tigious award since it was created in
1911. She will learn, as have other
Eagle Scouts, that throughout her life,
this accomplishment will bring her rec-
ognition as being a person of the high-
est caliber and character. I fully expect
to hear much more from Margaret in
the future as she excels in academic,
professional, and personal endeavors.e

————

RECOGNIZING BISSON’S SUGAR
HOUSE

e Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, today I
would like to recognize Bisson’s Sugar
House, a New Hampshire institution
that is celebrating its 100th anniver-
sary. March is Maple Month in New
Hampshire, where maple producers
across our State produce more than
90,000 gallons of maple syrup, and the
Bisson family represents three genera-
tions of this great and tasty tradition.

Lazzare Bisson and his nephew Ar-
mand found Bisson’s Sugar House in
Berlin in 1921, and ran the business to-
gether successfully for 15 years.
Lazzare then passed the business on to
Armand and his wife, Juliette. In 1953,
they constructed a new sugar house to
support their growing business, and
since then, they have welcomed fami-
lies from New Hampshire and beyond
to see their work each spring.

The Bisson family has prioritized
preserving the traditional sugaring ex-
perience, while also modernizing their
operations in order to provide high-
quality, delicious maple products to
their customers. Each year, the Bisson
family taps more than 3,000 trees, and
they still boil their sap on a wood-fired
evaporator built by Armand and Juli-
ette more than 50 years ago. During the
height of the sugaring season in March
and April, they make candy with the
same evaporator they have used since
the 1940s.

Since 1988, Bisson’s Sugar House has
been run by Armand and Juliette
Bisson’s niece Muriel and her husband
Lucien Blais. For many families, an
annual trip to Bisson’s Sugar House
marks the beginning of spring. As the
sugar business has passed from genera-
tion to generation, the Bisson family’s
work has encouraged Granite Staters
to treasure our past and embrace the
future.

I hope you will join me in celebrating
the 100th anniversary of Bisson’s Sugar
House and sending them best wishes for
a successful harvest and many more
years of sharing their traditions with
the people of New Hampshire.o

———

TRIBUTE TO WALTER FRANK
YORK

e Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, on Mon-
day, March 15, the community of Ash-
land, KS, celebrated the career of
someone who dedicated nearly 45 years
to the Stockgrowers State Bank. Wal-
ter Frank York has called Ashland
home since the day he was born. His
parents, Russell and Marjorie, brought
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him up in a modest home on a farmer’s
income during the 1950s and 1960s.
Frank, as he came to be called by his
family and friends, went on to study fi-
nance at Kansas State University, but
the Vietnam war draft up-ended his
plans before graduation.

Frank ultimately did not serve due
to a back injury incurred while playing
football for Ashland High, but the draft
experience took him to Eagle County,
CO, where he used his education to as-
sist his sister with a new business that
she was operating in Vail Village near
the well-known ski resort. While tak-
ing on this challenge in Colorado, he
finished his degree at CU Boulder, de-
spite his long-lasting love for the K-
State Wildcats. After earning his de-
gree, his route led back home when he
applied for a vacant position at a bank
in  Ashland. His first day at
Stockgrowers State Bank was March
15, 1976.

Working as a loans officer, Frank
added a sense of small-town care for
each of his customers over the years.
After all, he would frequently see his
customers at church, at the grocery
store, and at Friday night sporting
events in Ashland and surrounding
communities in southwest Kansas. In
2007, he earned the title of executive
vice president after years of loyally
helping customers. One recent high-
light from his career was being award-
ed as a recipient of the Pioneer Award
in early 2020, which is given annually
by the Kansas Ag Bankers division of
the Kansas Bankers Association. When
he achieved the award, one customer of
his remarked to the Kansas Ag Bank-
ers: “Frank just makes it simple to do
business and helps keep me connected
to the Ashland community.” In return,
Frank likes to share that his clients
and colleagues became ‘‘family” to
him. Being surrounded by good people
in an enjoyable community helped
keep Frank at Stockgrowers for the en-
tirety of his banking career.

I would be remiss if I did not speak of
community involvement while sharing
about Frank York. Whether it was
being involved in his children’s Boy
Scouts troop, coaching local youth
baseball programs in the summer, an-
nouncing football games for Ashland
High, broadcasting SPIAA League high
school basketball tournaments, or
serving on the board of organizations
near and far in Kansas, Frank has done
it all. He currently serves on the board
for KJIL Great Plains Christian Radio,
in addition to the Kansas Leadership
Center’s board, and serves as president
of the alumni board for his K-State
chapter of Delta Upsilon fraternity.

I have had the joy of getting to know
Frank on a more personal level in this
past decade, as his son Tyler joined my
staff after earning his degree at K-
State. Frank lives in the same farm-
house that his grandfather built in
1912, just a few miles outside of Ash-
land. Farming and ranching has been a
side passion and a hobby for him since
he returned home for a career at
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Stockgrowers. It is something that he
intends to continue for years ahead,
thanks to the local volunteer fire-
fighters that spared the York
farmstead from destruction in March
2017 as wildfires burned close to 80 per-
cent of Clark County. He considers
himself blessed to have been of the
more fortunate residents of the area.
While I have appreciated his friendship
over the years, Frank was an invalu-
able resource to me in the aftermath of
the Starbuck Fire. Along with many
others from Clark County, he informed
me on ways we could help direct the
USDA and other governmental agen-
cies to coordinate in providing assist-
ance to those that were severely af-
fected.

The announcement of retirement
from Frank came in mid-2020. His emo-
tional final day at Stockgrowers State
Bank was on December 31, 2020. Due to
the challenges that the pandemic
brought to communities of all sizes, a
celebration of his retirement, unfortu-
nately, had to be postponed. However, 1
couldn’t think of a better date to cele-
brate the career of Frank York than
the 456th anniversary of his first day of
employment at Stockgrowers State
Bank. While the difficulties of the pan-
demic will still prevent many well-
wishers from making it to Ashland to
personally offer their congratulations,
I know that the amount of lives that
have been positively affected by Frank
are plenty and stretch far beyond Ash-
land. His family—including wife, Sue,
and children Joshua, Tyler, Emily,
Adam, and Jennifer—should all be ex-
tremely proud of Frank’s career. I offer
my sincere congratulations to someone
I am proud to call my friend, Frank
York.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:32 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 485. An act to reauthorize the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 1799. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act and the CARES Act to extend the
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covered period for the paycheck protection
program, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 1024(a), and the
order of the House of January 4, 2021,
the Speaker appoints the following
Members on the part of House of Rep-
resentatives to the Joint Economic
Committee: Mr. TRONE of Maryland,
Mrs. BEATTY of Ohio, Mr. POCAN of Wis-
consin, Mr. PETERS of California, Ms.
DAVIDS of Kansas, Mr. LAHooD of Illi-
nois, Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER of Wash-
ington, and Mr. ESTES of Kansas.

At 6:07 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1085. An act to award three congres-
sional gold medals to the United States Cap-
itol Police and those who protected the U.S.
Capitol on January 6, 2021.

————

MEASURES DISCHARGED

The following bill was discharged
from the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, and referred to the Committee on
Armed Services:

S. 344. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to provide for concurrent re-
ceipt of veterans’ disability compensation
and retirement pay for disability retirees
with fewer than 20 years of service and a
combat-related disability, and for other pur-
poses.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-637. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval; California; South
Coast Air Quality Management District;
Ventura County Air Pollution Control Dis-
trict; Correction’” (FRL No. 10021-07-Region
9) received in the Office of the President of
the Senate on March 15, 2021; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-638. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Kentucky; Jeffer-
son County Gasoline Loading Facilities at
Existing Bulk Terminals and New Bulk
Plants” (FRL No. 10021-39-Region 4) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on March 15, 2021; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-639. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Kentucky; Jeffer-
son County Existing and New VOC Storage
Vessels Rule Changes” (FRL No. 10021-19-Re-
gion 4) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on March 15, 2021; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-640. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
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ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “Amendment of 40 CFR 63.6(f)(1) and 40
CFR 63(h)(1) to Reflect Court Vacatur of Ex-
emption from Emission Standards During
Periods of Startup, Shutdown, and Malfunc-
tion” (FRL No. 10019-05-OAR) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on
March 15, 2021; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-641. A communication from the Endan-
gered Species Biologist, Fish and Wildlife
Service, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wild-
life and Plants; Removal of the Bradshaw’s
Lomatium (Lomatium bradshawii) From the
Federal List of Endangered and Threatened
Wildlife” (RIN1018-BD59) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on March
15, 2021; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

EC-642. A communication from the Chair,
Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
a report entitled ‘‘“March 2021 Report to Con-
gress on Medicaid and CHIP”’; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

—————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mrs. MURRAY for the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

*Vivek Hallegere Murthy, of Florida, to be
Medical Director in the Regular Corps of the
Public Health Service, subject to qualifica-
tions therefor as provided by law and regula-
tions, and to be Surgeon General of the Pub-
lic Health Service for a term of four years.

*Rachel Leland Levine, of Pennsylvania, to
be an Assistant Secretary of Health and
Human Services.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. DUR-

BIN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr.

CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CASEY, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MARKEY, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. KING, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. REED, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
COONS, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. HIRONO, Ms.
ROSEN, Ms. HASSAN, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. TESTER, Ms. SINEMA, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. KELLY, Mr.
LUJAN, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. PADILLA,
and Mr. OSSOFF):

S. 1. A bill to expand Americans’ access to
the ballot box, reduce the influence of big
money in politics, strengthen ethics rules for
public servants, and implement other anti-
corruption measures for the purpose of for-
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tifying our democracy, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration.
By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BENNET,
and Mr. BOOKER):

S. 784. A bill to amend the Social Security
Act to establish a new employment, train-
ing, and supportive services program for un-
employed and underemployed individuals, in-
cluding individuals with barriers to employ-
ment and those who are unemployed or un-
deremployed as a result of COVID-19, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr.
ScoTT of Florida, and Mr. INHOFE):

S. 785. A bill to withdraw normal trade re-
lations treatment from, and apply certain
provisions of title IV of the Trade Act of 1974
to, products of the People’s Republic of
China, and to expand the eligibility require-
ments for products of the People’s Republic
of China to receive normal trade relations
treatment in the future, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mr.
PETERS):

S. 786. A bill to require the Secretary of
Transportation to review laws relating to
the illegal passing of school buses and to exe-
cute a public safety messaging campaign re-
lating to illegal passing of school buses, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr.
KENNEDY):

S. 787. A bill to amend the Atchafalaya Na-
tional Heritage Area Act to extend the au-
thority of the Secretary of the Interior to
provide assistance to the local coordinating
entity for the Atchafalaya National Heritage
Area under that Act; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, and Mr. HAWLEY):

S. 788. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a nonrefund-
able tax credit for the purchase of gun safes
and gun safety courses; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. LANKFORD, and Ms.
SINEMA):

S. 789. A bill to repeal certain obsolete
laws relating to Indians; to the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Ms.
HASSAN):

S. 790. A bill to amend the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act to increase the trans-
parency of Federal advisory committees, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 791. A Dbill to amend title 40, United
States Code, to direct the Administrator of
General Services to incorporate practices
and strategies to reduce bird fatalities re-
sulting from collisions with certain public
buildings, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. WICKER, and Ms. SMITH):

S. 792. A Dbill to amend the Motor Carrier
Safety Improvement Act of 1999 to modify
certain agricultural exemptions for hours of
service requirements, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr.
HAGERTY, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. LANKFORD,
Mr. PAUL, Mr. RISCH, Mr. RUBIO, and
Mr. ScoTT of Florida):
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S. 793. A bill to require the Congressional
Budget Office to make publicly available the
fiscal and mathematical models, data, and
other details of computations used in cost
analysis and scoring; to the Committee on
the Budget.

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr.
MARKEY):

S. 794. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to impose a corporate tax
rate increase on companies whose ratio of
compensation of the CEO or other highest
paid employee to median worker compensa-
tion is more than 50 to 1, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WICKER, and
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH):

S. 795. A bill to establish the Emmett Till
and Mamie Till-Mobley and Roberts Temple
National Historic Site in the State of Illi-
nois, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and
Ms. COLLINS):

S. 796. A bill to codify maternity care co-
ordination programs at the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Mr.
THUNE):

S. 797. A Dbill to require transparency, ac-
countability, and protections for consumers
online; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida:

S. 798. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to ensure that the 2021 Re-
covery Rebates are not provided to prisoners;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Ms. SMITH, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. TESTER,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Mr. MANCHIN):

S. 799. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to establish programs for carbon di-
oxide capture, transport, utilization, and
storage, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Ms.
COLLINS):

S. 800. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to permit nurse practi-
tioners and physician assistants to satisfy
the documentation requirement under the
Medicare program for coverage of certain
shoes for individuals with diabetes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. YOUNG, and Ms.
ROSEN):

S. 801. A bill to identify and address bar-
riers to coverage of remote physiologic de-
vices under State Medicaid programs to im-
prove maternal and child health outcomes
for pregnant and postpartum women; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, Mr. CRAPO, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
HOEVEN, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. KENNEDY,
and Ms. MURKOWSKI):

S. 802. A bill to modify the Federal and
State Technology Partnership Program of
the Small Business Administration, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. BRAUN, and Mr.
HAWLEY):

S. 803. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to remove short-barreled
rifles from the definition of firearms for pur-
poses of the National Firearms Act, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.
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By Ms. COLLINS:

S. 804. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the limitation
on the amount individuals filing jointly can
deduct for certain State and local taxes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. SCOTT of
South Carolina, Mr. CORNYN, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
INHOFE, and Mr. CRUZ):

S. 805. A bill to repeal the wage require-
ments of the Davis-Bacon Act; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOK-
ER, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN):

S. 806. A Dbill to amend title 23, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of
Transportation to establish a program to
provide grants to carry out activities to ben-
efit pollinators on roadsides and highway
rights-of-way, including the planting and
seeding of native, locally-appropriate grasses
and wildflowers, including milkweed, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR):

S. 807. A bill to permit the televising of Su-
preme Court proceedings; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. WARNER, Mr. CRAMER, Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 808. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to promote transparency
in the oversight of cybersecurity risks at
publicly traded companies; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr.
PADILLA):

S. 809. A bill to encourage and facilitate ef-
forts by States and other stakeholders to
conserve and sustain the western population
of monarch butterflies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
COoONS, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. KLo-
BUCHAR, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. SMITH, and
Mr. BOOKER):

S. 810. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to expand the list of diseases as-
sociated with exposure to certain herbicide
agents for which there is a presumption of
service connection for veterans who served
in the Republic of Vietnam to include hyper-
tension, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. CooNs, Mr. HAGERTY, and
Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 811. A bill to establish the Taiwan Fel-
lowship Program, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and
Mr. INHOFE):

S. 812. A bill to direct the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy to regain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the World Health
Organization, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mrs.
CAPITO, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. BRAUN):

S. 813. A Dbill to promote and ensure deliv-
ery of high-quality special education and re-
lated services to students with visual disabil-
ities or who are deaf or hard of hearing or
deaf-blind through instructional methodolo-
gies meeting their unique learning needs, to
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enhance accountability for the provision of
such services, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
BARRASSO, and Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 814. A bill to promote security partner-
ship with Ukraine, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
BRAUN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr.
HAWLEY):

S. 815. A bill to amend the Small Business
Act and the CARES Act to extend the cov-
ered period for the paycheck protection pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship.

By Mr. RISCH:

S. 816. A bill to amend the Diplomatic Se-
curity Act of 1986 to provide for improved se-
rious security incident investigations, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. ERNST, Mr.
HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. SCOTT of
Florida, Ms. SINEMA, and Mr.
WICKER):

S. Res. 119. A resolution establishing the
Congressional Gold Star Family Fellowship
Program for the placement in offices of Sen-
ators of children, spouses, and siblings of
members of the Armed Forces who are hos-
tile casualties or who have died from a train-
ing-related injury; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. KAINE, and Mr.
CASSIDY):

S. Res. 120. A resolution recognizing the
Ninth Summit of the Americas and reaffirm-
ing the commitment of the United States to
a more prosperous, secure, and democratic
Western Hemisphere; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mr.
YOUNG, Mr. BROWN, Ms. WARREN, and
Mr. MARKEY):

S. Res. 121. A resolution honoring the 100th
anniversary of the birth of George Daniel
Crowe; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 127

At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
127, a bill to support library infrastruc-
ture.

S. 231

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
231, a bill to direct the Administrator
of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to develop guidance for fire-
fighters and other emergency response
personnel on best practices to protect
them from exposure to PFAS and to
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limit and prevent the release of PFAS
into the environment, and for other
purposes.
S. 401
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 401, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to prohibit govern-
mental discrimination against health
care providers that do not participate
in abortion.
S. 425
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 425, a bill to require
States to establish complete streets
programs, and for other purposes.
S. 479
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Ms. LumMMIs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 479, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to reinstate ad-
vance refunding bonds.
S. 488
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
488, a bill to provide for congressional
review of actions to terminate or waive
sanctions imposed with respect to Iran.
S. 545
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 545, a bill to permanently
exempt payments made from the Rail-
road Unemployment Insurance Ac-
count from sequestration under the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.
S. 596
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 596, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for the coordination of pro-
grams to prevent and treat obesity,
and for other purposes.
S. 611
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator from
Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
ScoTT) were added as cosponsors of S.
611, a bill to deposit certain funds into
the Crime Victims Fund, to waive
matching requirements, and for other
purposes.
S. 628
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 628, a bill to increase ac-
cess to agency guidance documents.
S. 634
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 634, a bill to support and expand
civic engagement and political leader-
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ship of adolescent girls around the
world, and other purposes.
S. 661

At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 661, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to mod-

ify the qualifying advanced coal
project credit, and for other purposes.
S. 662

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 662, a bill to establish an
interactive online dashboard to allow
the public to review information for
Federal grant funding related to men-
tal health programs.

S. 697

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 697, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint com-
memorative coins in recognition of the
Bicentennial of Harriet Tubman’s
birth.

S. 723

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. WYDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 723, a bill to amend the
Small Business Act and the CARES
Act to extend the covered period for
the paycheck protection program, and
for other purposes.

S. 730

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator
from Utah (Mr. LEE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 730, a bill to amend title
VI of the Social Security Act to re-
move the prohibition on States and
territories against lowering their
taxes.

S. 748

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator
from West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 748, a bill to
provide for an extension of the tem-
porary suspension of Medicare seques-
tration during the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

S. 758

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 758, a bill to support fi-
nancing of affordable and reliable en-
ergy projects by international financial
institutions, and for other purposes.

S. RES. 105

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 105, a resolution con-
demning the coup in Burma and calling
for measures to ensure the safety of
the Burmese people, including
Rohingya, who have been threatened
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and displaced by a campaign of geno-
cide conducted by the Burmese mili-
tary.
S. RES. 117

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 117, a resolution expressing sup-
port for the full implementation of the
Good Friday Agreement, or the Belfast
Agreement, and subsequent agreements
and arrangements for implementation
to support peace on the island of Ire-
land.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and
Mr. THUNE):

S. 797. A Dbill to require transparency,
accountability, and protections for
consumers online; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, social
media platforms have become a pretty
significant part of Americans’ lives. We
use them to stay up to date on news
from friends and family—something
that has become especially essential
during the pandemic—to communicate
with relatives and friends, for enter-
tainment, and as a shopping resource.
Social media sites provide ways to net-
work, to connect with like-minded in-
dividuals from fellow theater lovers to
fellow basketball fans, to advocate for
causes that we believe in, to conduct
business, even to date, and more and
more we rely on social media sites as a
primary source of news and informa-
tion, from Presidential election news
to updates on COVID vaccinations.

Social media offers a lot of benefits
and opportunities, but the increasing
dominance of social media, particu-
larly in the news and information
space, has also raised concerns. Con-
sumers have become increasingly trou-
bled about the way their information is
used by social media platforms and
how these sites decide what news and
information we see. And there are in-
creasing numbers of anecdotes to sug-
gest that some social media platforms
are moderating content in a biased or
political way.

Currently, content moderation on so-
cial media platforms is governed by
section 230 of the Communications De-
cency Act, which was enacted into law
25 years ago. Section 230 provides inter-
net sites that host user-generated con-
tent—sites like YouTube or Twitter or
Facebook—with immunity for the con-
tent that users post on their sites. So,
for example, if somebody posts a video
on YouTube that contains illegal con-
tent, YouTube isn’t held legally re-
sponsible for that content.

Section 230 has been critical to the
development of the internet as we
know it today. Without section 230 pro-
tections, many of the sites we rely on
for social connection or news or enter-
tainment would never have come into
being.
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But as the internet and social media
have grown and developed, it has also
become clear that some changes need
to be made. In particular, it has be-
come increasingly clear that sites need
to provide greater transparency when
it comes to their content moderation
practices and decisions. Social media
sites are no longer just providing a
platform for user-generated content as
they did in their infancy. They are now
making a lot of decisions about that
content and carefully shaping our so-
cial media experience—what ads we
see, what posts we see, what news sto-
ries we see.

Currently, Federal law does not re-
quire that social media sites be at all
accountable to consumers for those
content moderation decisions. That is
why, today, I am introducing the Plat-
form Accountability and Consumer
Transparency Act, or the PACT Act,
along with my colleague Senator
SCHATZ. Our bill would preserve the
benefits of section 230, like the internet
growth and widespread dissemination
of free speech it has enabled, while in-
creasing accountability and consumer
transparency around content modera-
tion.

Now, content moderation is certainly
not all bad. For example, most of us
are happy to have YouTube or
Instagram suggest additional content
that matches the music that we like to
listen to or the hobbies that we are in-
terested in. The problem is that con-
tent moderation has been and largely
continues to be a black box, with con-
sumers having little or no idea how the
information they see has been shaped
by the sites that they are visiting.

The PACT Act would address this
problem by increasing transparency
around the content moderation proc-
ess. Sites would be required to provide
an easily digestible disclosure of their
content moderation practices for users,
and, importantly, they would be re-
quired to explain their decisions to re-
move material to consumers.

Until relatively recently, sites like
Facebook and Twitter would remove a
user’s post without explanation and
without an appeals process. And even
as platforms start to shape up their act
with regard to transparency and due
process, it is still hard for users to get
good information about how content is
moderated.

Under the PACT Act, if a site chooses
to remove your post, it has to tell you
why it decided to remove your post and
explain how your post violated the
site’s terms of use. The PACT Act
would also require sites to have an ap-
peals process. So if Facebook, for ex-
ample, removes one of your posts, it
would not only have to tell you why,
but it would have to provide a way for
you to appeal that decision.

We have seen increased concern late-
ly about news articles being removed
from social media sites. Under the
PACT Act, a newspaper whose article
was posted on Facebook or Twitter and
then removed by one of those platforms
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could challenge Facebook or Twitter,
which would have to provide a reason
for removing the article and allow the
newspaper to appeal the decision.

The PACT Act would also help us de-
velop the data mnecessary to dem-
onstrate whether social media plat-
forms are removing content in a biased
or political fashion. As I said earlier,
there has been increasing concern
about biased content moderation on so-
cial media sites. The PACT Act re-
quires detailed transparency reports
every 6 months from large social media
platforms, like Twitter and Facebook,
which will provide the data it needed
to determine whether and where biased
moderation exists.

The PACT Act would also bolster ef-
forts by State governments to hold so-
cial media platforms accountable. The
bill would allow State attorneys gen-
eral to bring civil lawsuits against so-
cial media platforms when these plat-
forms have violated Federal civil laws.

The PACT Act would also require
companies to remove material that has
been adjudicated as illegal by a court.
Internet platforms would be required
to remove illegal content within 4
days. Failure to remove illegal mate-
rial would result in the platform’s los-
ing its 230 protections for that content
or activity, a provision that matches a
recommendation made by the Trump
Department of Justice for section 230
reform.

I am grateful to Senator SCHATZ for
partnering with me on this legislation.
Our bill is a serious, bipartisan ap-
proach to the issue of section 230 re-
form, and it would go a long way to-
ward making social media platforms
more accountable to consumers and in-
creasing transparency around the con-
tent moderation process.

I invite our colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to join us in advancing this
legislation.

By Ms. COLLINS:

S. 804. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the
limitation on the amount individuals
filing jointly can deduct for certain
State and local taxes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, this is
the time of year when people are calcu-
lating their taxes and filing their re-
turns. There are inequities in our Tax
Code, and the bill T am introducing
today, the SALT Deduction Fairness
Act, would help remedy one of these in-
equities. This bill would ensure that
limits on State and local tax deduc-
tions, also known as SALT deductions,
do not disproportionately and unfairly
penalize married couples.

Currently, the amount in State and
local taxes that both single and mar-
ried filers may deduct from their an-
nual income taxes is capped at $10,000.
Single filers and married filers are
treated the same, and married people
who file their taxes separately are lim-
ited to $5,000 each. In other words, peo-
ple would be better off not getting mar-
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ried when it comes to the SALT deduc-
tion. My bill removes this penalty by
simply doubling the deduction to
$20,000 for married filers.

This is the situation we have now:
Two single people can both claim
$10,000 worth of State and local income
taxes as a deduction on their Federal
returns, but if they get married, they
can claim only $10,000 together. This is
a classic example of a marriage tax
penalty.

When the Senate considered the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act in 2017, I worked to
keep the SALT deduction in the Fed-
eral Tax Code because of the increased
tax burden its elimination would have
imposed on many Mainers who pay
property taxes on their seasonal cot-
tages as well as their homes, who remit
annual excise taxes on their vehicles,
and who are subject to State income
taxes.

The SALT deduction has been in the
Tax Code since 1913, when the Federal
income tax was first established. It is
intended to protect families from dou-
ble taxation, from essentially paying a
tax on a tax.

The Senate adopted my amendment,
which paralleled that of the House, to
retain the deduction for State and
local taxes up to $10,000. This deduction
is especially important to families liv-
ing in high-tax States, like Maine,
which has one of our Nation’s highest
State taxes and where many residents
own second homes, like camps on
Maine’s beautiful lakes. Last year, an
analysis by WalletHub found that
Maine had the fourth highest overall
tax burden behind only New York, Ha-
waii, and Vermont. Yet Maine’s median
household income ranked only 35th in
the Nation and was approximately
$6,800 below the U.S. median household
income. So maintaining this deduction
provides important tax relief for those
Mainers who continue to itemize their
deductions. Yet we can do better. We
can make the SALT deduction fairer
by eliminating the marriage penalty
that limits a married couple to just
$10,000; whereas, if they were not mar-
ried, they could each claim $10,000.

According to the U.S. Census, there
are more than 60 million married cou-
ples living in our Nation. Our Tax Code
should be fair to them. We should not
create a situation in which married
couples would have been better off fi-
nancially, in terms of taxes, had they
not married. One way to accomplish
this goal is to double their access to
deductions for the State and local
taxes they pay, including from prop-
erties they share, such as their homes.
This legislation would remedy this
double taxation problem and eliminate
the marriage tax penalty when it
comes to the SALT tax deduction.

It boils down to this: We simply
should not be unfairly penalizing
American taxpayers for being married.

I urge my colleagues to support this
commonsense bill to fix this marriage
tax penalty.
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By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 807. A bill to permit the televising
of Supreme Court proceedings; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 807

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Cameras in
the Courtroom Act”.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO TITLE 28.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 45 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
at the end the following:

“§ 678. Televising Supreme Court proceedings

‘“The Supreme Court shall permit tele-
vision coverage of all open sessions of the
Court unless the Court decides, by a vote of
the majority of justices, that allowing such
coverage in a particular case would con-
stitute a violation of the due process rights
of 1 or more of the parties before the
Court.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The chapter
analysis for chapter 45 of title 28, United
States Code, is amended by inserting at the
end the following:

‘‘678. Televising Supreme
ceedings.”.

Court pro-

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
CRAMER, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 808. A bill to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to promote trans-
parency in the oversight of cybersecu-
rity risks at publicly traded compa-
nies; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am
reintroducing the Cybersecurity Dis-
closure Act along with three members
of the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, Chairman WARNER and Sen-
ators COLLINS and WYDEN, in addition
to Senators CORTEz MASTO and
CRAMER, who serve with me on the Sen-
ate Banking Committee. In response to
serious data breaches of various com-
panies, our legislation asks each pub-
licly traded company to include—in Se-
curities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) disclosures to investors—infor-
mation on whether any member of the
Board of Directors is a cybersecurity
expert, and if not, why having this ex-
pertise on the Board of Directors is not
necessary because of other cybersecu-
rity steps taken by the publicly traded
company. To be clear, the legislation
does not require companies to take any
actions other than to provide this dis-
closure to its investors.

As EY, also known as Ernst & Young,
noted in an August 2020 publication,
““Public disclosures can help build trust
by providing transparency and assur-
ance around how boards are fulfilling
their cybersecurity risk oversight re-
sponsibilities.”” Investors and cus-
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tomers deserve a clear understanding
of whether publicly traded companies
are prioritizing cybersecurity and have
the capacity to protect investors and
customers from cyber related attacks.
Our legislation aims to provide a better
understanding of these issues through
improved SEC disclosures.

While this legislation is a matter for
consideration by the Banking Com-
mittee, of which I am a member, this
bill is also informed by my service on
the Armed Services Committee and the
Select Committee on Intelligence.
Through this Banking-Armed Services-
Intelligence perspective, I see that our
economic security is indeed a matter of
our national security, and this is par-
ticularly the case as the pandemic has
forced many of us to be ever more de-
pendent on technology and the Inter-
net.

Indeed, General Darren W. McDew,
the former Commander of U.S. Trans-
portation Command, which is charged
with moving our military assets to
meet our national security objectives
in partnership with the private sector,
offered several sobering assessments
during an April 10, 2018 hearing before
the Senate Armed Services Committee.
He stated that ‘‘cyber is the number
one threat to U.S. Transportation
Command, but I believe it is the num-
ber one threat to the Nation . . . in our
headquarters, cyber is the com-
mander’s business, but not everywhere
across our Country is cyber a CEQO’s
business . . . in our cyber roundtables,
which is one of the things we are doing
to raise our level of awareness, some of
the CEO’s chief security officers cannot
even get to see the board, they cannot
even . .. see the CEO. So that is a
problem.”’

With growing cyber threats that have
resulted in serious breaches, we all
need to be more proactive in ensuring
our Nation’s cybersecurity. This legis-
lation seeks to take one step towards
that goal by encouraging publicly trad-
ed companies to be more transparent
to their investors and customers on
whether and how their Boards of Direc-
tors and senior management are
prioritizing cybersecurity.

I thank the bill’s supporters, includ-
ing the North American Securities Ad-
ministrators Association, the Council
of Institutional Investors, the National
Association of State Treasurers, the
California Public Employees’ Retire-
ment System, the Bipartisan Policy
Center, MIT Professor Simon Johnson,
Columbia Law Professor Jack Coffee,
the Consumer Federation of America,
and Rhode Island General Treasurer
Seth Magaziner, and I urge our col-
leagues to join in supporting this legis-
lation.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 119—ESTAB-
LISHING THE CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD STAR FAMILY FELLOW-
SHIP PROGRAM FOR THE PLACE-
MENT IN OFFICES OF SENATORS
OF CHILDREN, SPOUSES, AND
SIBLINGS OF MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES WHO ARE HOS-
TILE CASUALTIES OR WHO HAVE
DIED FROM A TRAINING-RE-
LATED INJURY

Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. ERNST, Mr.
HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. ScoOTT of
Florida, Ms. SINEMA, and Mr. WICKER)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Rules and Administration:

S. REs. 119

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the “SFC
Sean Cooley and SPC Christopher Horton
Congressional Gold Star Family Fellowship
Program Resolution”.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD STAR FELLOW-
SHIP PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘eligible individual’’ means an
individual who is the child (including a step-
child), spouse, or sibling of a member of the
Armed Forces who is a hostile casualty or
died from a training-related injury;

(2) the terms ‘hostile casualty’” and
“training-related injury’’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 2402(b) of title
38, United States Code; and

(3) the term ‘“‘Program’ means the Con-
gressional Gold Star Family Fellowship Pro-
gram established under subsection (b).

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Senate the Congressional Gold Star
Family Fellowship Program, under which an
eligible individual may serve a 12-month fel-
lowship in the office of a Senator.

(c) DIRECTION OF PROGRAM.—The Program
shall be carried out under the direction of
the Secretary of the Senate.

(d) PLACEMENT IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE OR A STATE OFFICE.—An individual
may serve a fellowship under the Program at
the office of a Senator in the District of Co-
lumbia or an office of the Senator in the
State the Senator represents.

(e) REGULATIONS.—The Program shall be
carried out in accordance with regulations
promulgated by the Committee on Rules and
Administration of the Senate.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 120—RECOG-
NIZING THE NINTH SUMMIT OF
THE AMERICAS AND REAFFIRM-
ING THE COMMITMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES TO A MORE
PROSPEROUS, SECURE, AND
DEMOCRATIC WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE

Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. KAINE, and Mr.
CASSIDY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 120

Whereas the United States has pursued
multiple collaborative initiatives to advance
the region’s enduring and shared interest in
a more secure, prosperous, and democratic
Western Hemisphere;
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Whereas the United States will host the
Ninth Summit of the Americas for the first
time since it hosted the inaugural Summit
in Miami, Florida in 1994;

Whereas, since 1994, the Summit of the
Americas is a valuable forum for democrat-
ically elected heads of state and govern-
ments of the Western Hemisphere to discuss
common policy issues, affirm shared values,
and commit to concerted actions at the na-
tional and regional level to address the novel
and existing challenges facing the Americas;

Whereas the First and Second Summits of
the Americas advanced commitments to
lower trade barriers, improve transparency
and market access, and facilitate economic
integration, and, following those Summits,
the United States has signed free trade
agreements with 12 of the 35 countries in the
region;

Whereas, since 2018, Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Ja-
maica, Panama, Suriname, and Uruguay
have signed Memorandums of Understanding
with the United States under the America
Crece Program to leverage private invest-
ment in energy and infrastructure projects
and advance economic prosperity, security,
and good governance;

Whereas, during the 2018 Summit of the
Americas, the United States announced addi-
tional humanitarian assistance for Ven-
ezuelans who have fled their country as a re-
sult of the political, economic, and security
crises created by the regime of Nicolas
Maduro, including support for the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) response to assist Venezuelan refu-
gees in Colombia and Brazil;

Whereas Transnational Criminal Organiza-
tions (TCOs) and their involvement in money
laundering and the trafficking of people, nar-
cotics, and weapons in the region pose com-
plex transnational threats to United States
public health and national security, as well
as the stability of the Americas, by under-
mining citizen security, basic human rights,
the rule of law, good governance, and eco-
nomic development;

Whereas the United States has sought to
improve regional security through friendly
and sustained relationships that build inter-
operability, readiness, and capability with
regional security partners, including
through programs such as Plan Colombia,
the Merida Initiative, the Central America

Regional Security Initiative (CARSI), and
the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI);
Whereas the pandemic caused by

coronavirus disease 2019 (commonly referred
to as ‘“‘COVID-19”) has had devastating
health and socioeconomic consequences for
the states and peoples of the Americas that
have—

(1) overwhelmed health systems;

(2) led to the worsening of economic condi-
tions and contraction of gross domestic prod-
uct per capita;

(3) led to an increase in unemployment, es-
pecially for individuals working in small-
and medium-size businesses and large infor-
mal sectors across the region, and a rise in
the number of people living in poverty; and

(4) created conditions that have strength-
ened the illicit activities of criminal organi-
zations;

Whereas the United States Government re-
mains deeply concerned about the negative,
often predatory effects of China’s growing
political, economic, military, and techno-
logical influence throughout the region, in-
cluding significant illegal, unreported, and
unregulated fishing activities in the South-
ern Atlantic Ocean and Eastern Pacific
Ocean and opaque infrastructure invest-
ments that impose unsustainable financial

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

burdens on recipient countries, enable cor-
ruption, and undermine good governance;

Whereas the United States Government is
deeply concerned about the Government of
the Russian Federation’s employment of a
wide array of diplomatic, military, intel-
ligence, cyber, misinformation, and commer-
cial tools to undermine democratic systems
in the region, including through its deep-
ening political, economic, and security sup-
port for the Maduro regime in Venezuela;

Whereas the United States Government is
deeply concerned about efforts by the Gov-
ernment of Iran to expand its political, eco-
nomic, and security presence in the region,
including through its deepening ties with the
Maduro regime in Venezuela;

Whereas the regimes of Nicolas Maduro in
Venezuela, Miguel Diaz-Canel in Cuba, and
Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua, have systemati-
cally eroded democratic institutions, com-
mit widespread human rights violations,
draw lessons from one another to sharpen
state-sponsored repression and internal con-
trol mechanisms, and receive the support of
malign state and non-state actors, which
pose a challenge to United States national
security and national interests;

Whereas entrenched corruption, linkages
between transnational criminal organiza-
tions and political actors, and the harass-
ment and murder of journalists, human
rights defenders, environmental activists,
and civil society leaders in Latin America
and the Caribbean weaken citizens’ con-
fidence in democracy and negatively affect
United States national interests; and

Whereas weak rule of law, elevated levels
of criminal violence, and systemic corrup-
tion in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Hon-
duras fuel irregular migration that affects
regional stability: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates the occasion of the
United States hosting the Ninth Summit of
the Americas;

(2) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to promote economic pros-
perity, security, and democratic governance
throughout the Americas; and

(3) calls on the President to lead a strong
and coordinated diplomatic effort during the
Summit process to ensure the Ninth Summit
of the Americas—

(A) strengthens democratic governance by
building on the 2018 Lima Commitment to—

(i) reduce bureaucracy;

(ii) strengthen the independence of judi-
ciaries;

(iii) increase transparency through the use
of new technologies;

(iv) encourage private sector participation
in the formulation of public anti-corruption
policies;

(v) protect whistleblowers, journalists, and
law enforcement officials;

(vi) work towards preventing regional fi-
nancial systems from being used to transfer
and conceal illicit funds; and

(vii) identify resources to strengthen hemi-
spheric anticorruption mechanisms;

(B) strengthens post-COVID-19 pandemic
economic recovery efforts by outlining spe-
cific commitments to deepen trade and in-
vestment integration throughout the Amer-
icas and pursuing effective nearshoring and
reshoring initiatives;

(C) builds upon United States efforts to en-
hance the institutional capacity and tech-
nical capabilities of partner countries to
strengthen the rule of law, civilian security,
respect of human rights, and government
transparency;

(D) builds upon United States efforts to en-
hance regional cooperation to disrupt, de-
grade, and dismantle malign state and non-
state influences, including transnational or-
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ganized criminal networks, and terrorist or-
ganizations;

(E) reinforces the capacity of member
states to—

(i) implement actions and initiatives in
support of peaceful and democratic efforts of
the people of Cuba, Nicaragua, and Ven-
ezuela, who desire to hold free and fair elec-
tions and restore democratic order and the
rule of law in their respective countries; and

(ii) support the people of El Salvador, Gua-
temala, and Honduras as they strive to ad-
dress weak democratic governance and the
elevated levels of corruption, violence, and
criminality that drive irregular migration;
and

(F) explores a comprehensive approach to
forced displacement and migration chal-
lenges in the Western Hemisphere, takes
stock of humanitarian crises and flashpoints
in the region, and mobilizes member state
commitments to advocate for and support
multilateral humanitarian and development
responses.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 121—HON-
ORING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE BIRTH OF GEORGE DAN-
IEL CROWE

Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mr. YOUNG,
Mr. BROWN, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. MAR-
KEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 121

Whereas George Daniel Crowe (referred to
in this preamble as ‘“‘Mr. Crowe’’)—

(1) was an extraordinary athlete;

(2) excelled at both basketball and base-
ball; and

(3) holds the rare status of having played
both basketball and baseball at the profes-
sional level;

Whereas Mr. Crowe was born in Whiteland,
Indiana, on March 22, 1921;

Whereas Mr. Crowe was raised in nearby
Franklin, Indiana, where he was a standout
on the football, baseball, and basketball
teams;

Whereas Mr. Crowe led his basketball team
to the 1939 Indiana State championship
game, where, although his team lost to
Frankfort High School, Mr. Crowe displayed
his talents to a State-wide audience and be-
came the first player to ever earn the pres-
tigious distinction of Indiana Mr. Basket-
ball;

Whereas Mr. Crowe earned an athletic
scholarship to attend Indiana Central Col-
lege, known today as the University of Indi-
anapolis, where he played basketball, base-
ball, and ran track;

Whereas higher education was rare for an
African American in the 1930s and 1940s, and
Mr. Crowe took advantage of the oppor-
tunity to be a student athlete and graduated
in 1943;

Whereas, after graduation, Mr. Crowe en-
tered the Army during World War II and
served the United States admirably until
1946;

Whereas, following his service to the
United States in World War II, Mr. Crowe
began playing professional basketball on a
series of Negro League basketball teams be-
tween 1946 and 1953, including the Los Ange-
les Red Devils and the New York Renais-
sance (commonly known as the ‘‘Harlem
Renaissance”);

Whereas, in 1947, Mr. Crowe joined the New
York Black Yankees, which was a baseball
team in the Negro Leagues;

Whereas, after joining the New York Black
Yankees, Mr. Crowe played 2 professional
sports simultaneously;
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Whereas, in 1949, 2 years after Jackie Rob-
inson integrated Major League baseball, Mr.
Crowe was picked up by the Minor League
Hartford Chiefs, where he won the batting
title with a .353 average;

Whereas Mr. Crowe was called up by the
Boston Braves in 1952 and played in the
Major Leagues for 9 years on that team, the
Cincinnati Redlegs, and the St. Louis Car-
dinals;

Whereas, during his Major League baseball
career, Mr. Crowe played primarily as a first
baseman and a pinch hitter;

Whereas, upon his retirement from Major
League baseball, Mr. Crowe held the Major
League record of 14 career pinch hit home
runs and had a .990 fielding percentage;

Whereas the most successful period of Mr.
Crowe’s career in the Major Leagues was in
1957, when he hit 31 home runs, and 1958,
when he was selected as a National League
All Star;

Whereas Mr. Crowe also played winter
baseball for the Santurce Crabbers in the
Puerto Rico baseball league;

Whereas Mr. Crowe and his teammates on
the Santurce Crabbers, who included Willie
Mays and Roberto Clemente, won the Carib-
bean World Series;

Whereas Mr. Crowe was a pioneer in civil
rights and quietly but firmly paved the way
for wider opportunities in society in the
United States by proving his ability as an
athlete and student in college and as a pro-
fessional athlete;

Whereas, in 1946, soon after his discharge
from the Army, Mr. Crowe forced the inte-
gration of the movie theater in Franklin, In-
diana, when he refused to leave his seat on
the main floor and move to the designated
Negro section in the back of the theater;

Whereas the prominence of Mr. Crowe in
the Franklin, Indiana, community and his
service in World War II, which was a war
against fascism, led the movie theater to be
permanently integrated 1 week after Mr.
Crowe refused to leave his seat; and

Whereas, after his retirement from profes-
sional sports, Mr. Crowe began new careers
as an insurance salesman and then a school
teacher in New York: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) George Daniel Crowe—

(A) achieved a rarely matched record of
athletic excellence at the high school, colle-
giate, and professional levels; and

(B) set an example for all Hoosiers and peo-
ple of the United States—

(1) with his dogged determination and hard
work;

(ii) by taking advantage of opportunities
as they arose; and

(iii) by making the careers of countless
people of the United States who followed him
possible;

(2) the story of George Daniel Crowe is—

(A) the story of the United States in the
20th century;

(B) a story of overcoming oppression;

(C) a story of demanding what President
Lincoln called the ‘“‘Right to Rise’’;

(D) a story of developing talent and achiev-
ing greatness through hard work; and

(E) a story of trying to leave the world a
better place than he found it; and

(3) on March 22, 2021, which is the 100th an-
niversary of his birth, the Senate recognizes
George Daniel Crowe as—

(A) a great Hoosier;

(B) a man of respect and achievement; and

(C) a man whose example can help guide
the people of the United States.

————
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1400. Mr. PADILLA (for Mr. TESTER (for
himself and Mr. MORAN)) proposed an amend-
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ment to the bill H.R. 1276, to authorize the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to furnish
COVID-19 vaccines to certain individuals,
and for other purposes.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1400. Mr. PADILLA (for Mr.
TESTER (for himself and Mr. MORAN))
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 1276, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to furnish COVID-19
vaccines to certain individuals, and for
other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening and Amplifying Vaccination Efforts to
Locally Immunize All Veterans and Every
Spouse Act” or the “SAVE LIVES Act”.

SEC. 2. AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS TO FURNISH COVID-19 VAC-
CINE TO CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS NOT
ENROLLED IN PATIENT ENROLL-
MENT SYSTEM OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may furnish a vaccine for
COVID-19 to a covered individual during the
COVID-19 public health emergency.

(b) PRIORITIZATION.—In furnishing vaccines
for COVID-19 under the laws administered by
the Secretary, the Secretary shall—

(1) prioritize the vaccination of veterans
who are enrolled in the patient enrollment
system, veterans who receive hospital care
and medical services pursuant to subsection
(c)(2) of section 1705 of title 38, United States
Code, and accompanying caregivers of such
veterans before the vaccination of covered
individuals not otherwise described in this
paragraph; and

(2) only furnish vaccines for COVID-19 to
covered individuals under this section to the
extent that such vaccines are available.

(¢) TIMING OF VACCINES PROVIDED TO
SPOUSES OF VETERANS.—The Secretary may
determine the timing for offering a vaccine
for COVID-19 to the spouse of a veteran from
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(d) VACCINE ALLOCATION.—It is the sense of
Congress that, to the extent practicable
based on the current national supply chain,
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
should adjust the allocation for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the vaccine for
COVID-19 based on the additional eligibility
of covered individuals under this section.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ACCOMPANYING CAREGIVER.—The term
‘‘accompanying caregiver’’ means a care-
giver described in subparagraph (D), (E), or
(F) of paragraph (2) who is accompanying a
veteran who is receiving a vaccine for
COVID-19 furnished by the Department.

(2) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual” means any of the following
individuals:

(A) A veteran who is not eligible to enroll
in the patient enrollment system.

(B) A veteran who is eligible for care under
section 1724 of title 38, United States Code.

(C) A beneficiary under section 1781 of such
title.

(D) A family caregiver of a veteran partici-
pating in the program of comprehensive as-
sistance for family caregivers under section
1720G(a) of such title.

(E) A caregiver of a veteran participating
in the program of general caregiver support
services under section 1720G(b) of such title.

(F) A caregiver of a veteran participating
in the Medical Foster Home Program, Bowel
and Bladder Program, Home Based Primary
Care Program, or Veteran Directed Care Pro-
gram of the Department of Veterans Affairs.
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(G) A spouse of a veteran.

(3) COVERED PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY.—
The term ‘‘covered public health emergency”’
means an emergency with respect to COVID-
19 declared by a Federal, State, or local au-
thority.

(4) COVID-19.—The term ‘“COVID-19”
means the coronavirus disease 2019.

(6) PATIENT ENROLLMENT SYSTEM.—The
term ‘‘patient enrollment system’ means
the system of annual patient enrollment of
the Department of Veterans Affairs estab-
lished and operated under section 1705(a) of
title 38, United States Code.

(6) VETERAN.—The term ‘‘veteran’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101(2) of
title 38, United States Code.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
have 8 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 17, 2021,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 17, 2021,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 17, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 17, 2021,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
nominations.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, March 17,
2021, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 17,
2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 17, 2021, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES, WATER, AND

WILDLIFE

The Subcommittee on Fisheries,

Water, and Wildlife of the Committee
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on Environment and Public Works is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 17,
2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

————

DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL—S. 344

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 344 and it be referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BIRTH OF GEORGE
DANIEL CROWE

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
121, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 121) honoring the
100th anniversary of the birth of George Dan-
iel Crowe.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and that the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of March 17, 2021,
(Legislative Day of March 16, 2021)
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

121) was

———

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS VETERANS’ AND CARE-
GIVERS’ COVID-19 IMMUNIZA-
TIONS NOW EXPANDED ACT OF
2021

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1276, which was received
from the House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1276) to authorize the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to furnish COVID-
19 vaccines to certain individuals, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. PADILLA. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Tester-Moran substitute
amendment be considered and agreed
to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The amendment (No. 1400), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening and Amplifying Vaccination Efforts to
Locally Immunize All Veterans and Every
Spouse Act’ or the “SAVE LIVES Act”.

SEC. 2. AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS TO FURNISH COVID-19 VAC-
CINE TO CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS NOT
ENROLLED IN PATIENT ENROLL-
MENT SYSTEM OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may furnish a vaccine for
COVID-19 to a covered individual during the
COVID-19 public health emergency.

(b) PRIORITIZATION.—In furnishing vaccines
for COVID-19 under the laws administered by
the Secretary, the Secretary shall—

(1) prioritize the vaccination of veterans
who are enrolled in the patient enrollment
system, veterans who receive hospital care
and medical services pursuant to subsection
(c)(2) of section 1705 of title 38, United States
Code, and accompanying caregivers of such
veterans before the vaccination of covered
individuals not otherwise described in this
paragraph; and

(2) only furnish vaccines for COVID-19 to
covered individuals under this section to the
extent that such vaccines are available.

(¢) TIMING OF VACCINES PROVIDED TO
SPOUSES OF VETERANS.—The Secretary may
determine the timing for offering a vaccine
for COVID-19 to the spouse of a veteran from
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(d) VACCINE ALLOCATION.—It is the sense of
Congress that, to the extent practicable
based on the current national supply chain,
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
should adjust the allocation for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the vaccine for
COVID-19 based on the additional eligibility
of covered individuals under this section.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ACCOMPANYING CAREGIVER.—The term
‘‘accompanying caregiver’” means a care-
giver described in subparagraph (D), (E), or
(F) of paragraph (2) who is accompanying a
veteran who is receiving a vaccine for
COVID-19 furnished by the Department.

(2) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered individual”’ means any of the following
individuals:

(A) A veteran who is not eligible to enroll
in the patient enrollment system.

(B) A veteran who is eligible for care under
section 1724 of title 38, United States Code.

(C) A beneficiary under section 1781 of such
title.

(D) A family caregiver of a veteran partici-
pating in the program of comprehensive as-
sistance for family caregivers under section
1720G(a) of such title.

(E) A caregiver of a veteran participating
in the program of general caregiver support
services under section 1720G(b) of such title.

(F) A caregiver of a veteran participating
in the Medical Foster Home Program, Bowel
and Bladder Program, Home Based Primary
Care Program, or Veteran Directed Care Pro-
gram of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(G) A spouse of a veteran.

(3) COVERED PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY.—
The term ‘‘covered public health emergency”’
means an emergency with respect to COVID-
19 declared by a Federal, State, or local au-
thority.

(4) COVID-19.—The term ¢COVID-19”
means the coronavirus disease 2019.

(6) PATIENT ENROLLMENT SYSTEM.—The
term ‘‘patient enrollment system’ means
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the system of annual patient enrollment of
the Department of Veterans Affairs estab-
lished and operated under section 1705(a) of
title 38, United States Code.

(6) VETERAN.—The term ‘‘veteran’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101(2) of
title 38, United States Code.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

Mr. PADILLA. I know of no further
debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the bill?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 1276), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. PADILLA. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
18, 2021

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. Thursday, March 18;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day
and morning business be closed; that
upon the conclusion of morning busi-
ness, the Senate proceed to executive
session and resume consideration of
the nomination of Xavier Becerra to be
Secretary for Health and Human Serv-
ices; further, that the postcloture de-
bate time on the Becerra nomination
expire at 12 noon; that if confirmed,
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action; finally, that upon
disposition of the Becerra nomination,
the Senate resume consideration of the
nomination of Martin Walsh to be Sec-
retary of Labor and that the cloture
motion with respect to the Walsh nom-
ination ripen at 1:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. PADILLA. Finally, for the infor-
mation of Senators, we expect two roll-
call votes during Thursday’s session of
the Senate in relation to the Becerra
and Walsh nominations.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:22 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
March 18, 2021, at 10 a.m.
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NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION
AND DEVELOPMENT

JOSE W. FERNANDEZ, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED
STATES ALTERNATE GOVERNOR OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOP-
MENT FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS; UNITED STATES AL-
TERNATE GOVERNOR OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEVEL-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

OPMENT BANK FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS, VICE KEITH
KRACH.
EUROPEAN BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND
DEVELOPMENT

JOSE W. FERNANDEZ, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED
STATES ALTERNATE GOVERNOR OF THE EUROPEAN
BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT, VICE
KEITH KRACH.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

JOSE W. FERNANDEZ, OF NEW YORK, TO BE AN UNDER
SECRETARY OF STATE (ECONOMIC GROWTH, ENERGY,
AND THE ENVIRONMENT), VICE KEITH KRACH.

S1621
CONFIRMATION

Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate March 17, 2021:

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

KATHERINE C. TAIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO
BE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE, WITH THE
RANK OF AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY.
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